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INTRODUCTION

“In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus
began to do and teach until the day he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to
the apostles he had chosen.”

So begins Luke' s second |etter, aletter we have come to know as “the book of Acts,” to
Theophilus. The sixteenth century Reformer John Calvin said that the book of Actsisa*vast
treasure” for believersto investigate and enjoy. Indeed, it isaprivilegeto look into this
repogitory that contains the story of the origin of the church. Here the heart of abeliever will
burn with joy as he or she discovers the origins and development of the early church.

One of the early followers of Jesus was a physcian named Luke. Dr. Luke was from Antioch
in Syria. Tradition tdls us that he developed a friendship with Barnabas when the apostles sent
ad to the church in Antioch. Luke traveled with Paul on his missionary journeys! He stayed
with Philip the evangdigt in Caesarea (Acts 21:8). The book of Acts aone mentions over one
hundred names. Luke, it appears, gathered information that alowed him to provide his
acquaintance Theophilus, with an accurate chronicle of the spread of the early church.

We should aways keep in mind that Actsisvolume 2 of Luke s story. In volume 1, the
Gospd of Luke, he provides Theophilus with an account of the life, desth and resurrection of
Jesus. The second ingtallment, the book of Acts, confirms the truth of Jesus' claims. Indeed
the gospel of the kingdom was spread throughout the world.2 In Acts we learn, among other
things, that Jesus misson wasinclusve. Hisfollowersincude Jews, Samaritans and Gentiles!
What began in Bethlehem, a smdl town in a Roman province, ends up permesting the entire
Roman world.

Why did Luke write this detailed letter? Severa purposes were probably in hismind. New
Testament scholar Richard Longenecker suggests that there were at least four:3

1. Acts proclaims the continued confrontation of men and women by the Word of
God. In Luke men and women were confronted by the Word in the person of Jesus
(cf. Luke 5:1; 8:11, 21; 11:28). In Actsthe same confrontation continues through the
ministry of the church (cf. 4:29, 31, 6:2, 4, 7; 8:4, 14, 25; 10:36; 11:1, 19; 12:24;
137, etc.).

2. Acts demongtrates that Chrigtianity is not a political threet to the Roman world. As
atrue development of Jewish religion, Chrigtianity should be trested as aréligio licita
(legd religion) dong with Judaism. Luke goes out of hisway, especidly in the later
chapters of Actswhich detail the arrest and trid of Paul, to show that Christians are
not in violation of the laws of Rome.

1 See Col. 4:14, Philemon 24, 11 Tim. 4:11.
2 See Matt. 24:14, Col. 1:23.
3cf. Longenecker pp. 216-221.
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3. Acts shows the real harmony between Paul and Peter. There is evidence that some
in the early church understood Paul and Peter to be at odds with one another. Peter, it
was clamed, represented true Chrigtianity, afath that held Judaism dear and upheld
the law. Paul, on the other hand, represented a‘lawless verson of thefaith. Acts
presents the minigtries of Peter (chs. 1-12) and Paul (chs. 13-28) in pardld fashion.
Both heal a lame man (3:2-8; 14:8-10); both do miracles at some distance (5:15;
19:12); both exorcise evil spirits (5:16; 16:18); both defeat sorcerers (8:18-24;
13:6-11); both raise the dead (9:36-43; 20:9-12); both defend themsel ves against
Jewish authorities . . . both areinvolved in bestowing the Holy Spirit on new
converts (8:14-17; 19:1-7); and both are miraculously released from prison
(5:19; 12:7-11; 16:25-27). More importantly, both proclaim the same message
and even use, to some extent, the same set of proof texts (e.g., Ps 16:10; cf.
2:27; 13:35). (Longenecker, pp. 287-288) Paul acknowledges Peter’ s authority in
the church of Jerusdem. Peter and the Jerusalem gpostles encourage Paul in his
gpostolic minigtry (cf. Acts 15).

4. Luke sletter was to provide teaching to awide audience. Inthe first century, letters
addressed to a single person often had alarger audience in mind. Luke probably
wrote his letter to Theophilus with the expectation that churches could use it for
indructiona purposes. Who knows? Maybe the Holy Spirit informed Dr. Luke that
SBCC would study hiswork in the Summer of 2000 (“Did you say, 20007").

Sr William Ramsay (St. Paul the Traveler and the Roman Citizen, 1895) wrote, Itis
impossible to find anything to say about Acts that has not been said before by somebody.
Thisreatively brief sudy guide will not attempt to prove Ramsay wrong. It will, however,
attempt to guide us as a church through the story Luke has left behind in the book usualy
cdled ‘Acts’1

In one sense Luke himsdf provides us with an outline of Acts. When Lukeincludes“The
Great Commission” in 1:8 he gives hisreaders apreview of al that isto come,

IThetitle of Luke's second letter to Theophilus (Acts 1:1) is subject to debate. We usually refer to the
writing simply as ‘the Book of Acts.” But whose‘acts' arein mind? Thetraditional title,' The Acts of the
Apostles,” dates only from the second century. Some feel this places too much emphasis on the apostles
and not enough on God. In the eighteenth century, Johann Bengel proposed thetitle ‘ The Acts of the
Holy Spirit.” Consider the introduction to acommentary by Arthur T. Pierson (1895):

This book we may, perhaps, venture to call the Acts of the Holy Spirit, for from first to last it isthe
record of hisadvent and activity. Here heis seen coming and working. . . But one true Actor and
Agent is here recognized, all other so-called actors or workers being merely hisinstruments, an
agent being one who acts, an instrument being that through which he acts. (cf. Stott, p. 33)

Stott suggests that both titles overemphasize either the human or the divine element of the story. Hethen
offers his own, admittedly, cumbersometitle, * The Continuing Words and Deeds of Jesus by his Spirit
through the Apostles.’
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“ But you will receive power when the Holy Describes the birth of the church at Pentecost
Spirit comes on you; inActs 2.

and you will be my witness in Jerusalem Acts3:1-8.1
and in all Judea and Samaria, Acts 8:2-12:25
and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 13-28
Richard Longenecker outlines the book in the following manner:
Introduction- The Constitutive Events of the Christian Mission (1:1-2:41)
Part |: The Chrigtian Mission to the Jewish world (2:42-12:24)
Panel 1 The earliest days of the Church at Jerusdem (2:42-6:7)
Summary Statement: So the word of God spread. The number of disciples
in Jerusalemincreased rapidly, and a large number of priests
became obedient to the faith (6:7).
Pand 2 Criticd Eventsin the Lives of Three Pivotal Figures (6:8-9:31)
Summary Statement:  Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and
Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and
encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the
fear of the Lord (9:31).
Pandl 3 Advances of the Gospel in Palestine-Syria (9:32-12:24)

Summary Statement:  But the word of God continued to increase and
spread (12:24).

Part II: The Christian Mission to the Gentile World (12:25-28:31)

Pand 4 The Firg Missionary Journey and the Jerusalem Council
(12:25-16:5)

Summary Statement:  So the churches wer e strengthened in the faith and
grew daily in numbers (16:5).

Pand 5 Wide Outreach Through Two Missonary Journeys (16:6-
19:20)

Summary Statement:  In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and
grew in power (19:20).
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Panel 6 To Jerusdem and Thence to Rome (19:21-28:31)

Summary State
ment:  Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God
and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ (28:31).

Aswe study this God-saturated chronicle of the Holy Spirit's work in the early church
congder Luke sview of higtory. |. Howard Marshdl explains

1. Theeventsin Acts are understood to be the result of God'swill and purpose. Jesus
did not die by accident. He was crucified according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God (2:23). The same can be said for eventsin the life of the
church (cf. 4:27-29).

2. Therefore, the life of the church takes place in fulfillment of Scripture. The
prophecies made in the Old Testament governed the course of church history—
the outpouring of the Spirit and the proclamation of salvation (2:17-21), the
mission to the Gentiles (13:47) and their incorporation in the church (15:16-18),
and the refusal of the Jews as a whole to respond to the gospel (28:25-27).

3. Thelife of the church was led directly by God (cf. 13:2; 15:28; 16:6, €tc.).

4. The power of God was demonstrated in signs and wonders performed in the name
of Jesus (3:16; 14:3). The Chrigtian mission, therefore, is carried out by God (15:4).
(cf. Marshall, p. 24)

Together Luke and Acts condtitute about athird of the New Testament. Acts contains 1007
versesthat fill in the New Testament story in aunique manner. In these verses we see a picture
of the expanding early church, her struggles and her joys. This picture should inform our own
church life in Santa Barbara.
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BECOMING WITNESSES

Study One
Becoming Witnesses
Acts1:1-26

Chrigtians often become confused, not
knowing if they are coming or going. Are
we called smply to rest in Jesus? Or are
we to be militaristic in our gpproach to
spreading the good news of Jesus? Our
perplexity makes agood ded of sense
when we turn to the gospels. After dl,
Jesus cdlsusto come and he calsusto

go.

Cometo me, all youwho are
weary and burdened, and | will
give you rest.

Matt. 11:28

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. . .
Matt. 28:19

Read Acts 1:1-26. Before going on, ligt those things which stand out to you as you read.

Acts chapter one has four mgjor sections:

1. Introduction to the book of Acts (with a description of Jesus post-resurrection
appearancesto the disciples, vs. 1-3).1

Ljesus appeared at least ten times between his resurrection and ascension.
1. The women at the tomb (Matt. 28:9-10)
2. Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9-11)
3. Two men of Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32)
4. Peter in Jerusalem (Luke 24:34; | Cor. 15:5)
5. Ten disciples (John 20:19-23)
(continued next page)
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BECOMING WITNESSES

2. The ascension of Jesus (vs. 4-11).
3. Persaverance in prayer while waiting for the Holy Spirit (vs. 12-14).
4. Choosing Matthias to replace Judas (vs. 15-26).

According to Luke, Jesus was doing two things during hisforty days on earth &fter his
resurrection. He was proving that he was dive and teaching about the kingdom of God.

The kingdom of God is a prominent theme in Luke' s Gospd and in Acts. In his Gogpel the
phrase is mentioned over thirty times and it is mentioned in Acts repeatedly (1:6; 8:12; 14:22;
19:8; 20:25; 28:23, 31). Notice how the book begins and ends with this theme. Jesusis
teaching about the kingdom of God as the book opens and Paul is a prisoner in Rome teaching
about the same subject as the book closes.

What isthe message of God' s kingdom? Thisidiom summarizes the heart of Jesus
teaching. The kingdom is God'srule in the hearts and lives of his people, who as
citizens of this kingdom receive remission of snsand eternd life. Moreover, for the
apostles the phrase the kingdom of God meant preaching the good news of Jesus
death and resurrection and making disciples of al nations. (Kistemaker, p. 49)

Notice, however, that the disciples were thinking of the kingdom of God in a nationdistic-
politica sense. They ask Jesus (vs. 6), s this the time when you are going to restore the
kingdomto Israel? Ther question shows that they were looking for aterritorid, earthly
kingdom. “Isit finaly time for you to get the Roman empire off our backs???” John Stott
comments that the question must have filled Jesus with dismay.1 Cavin commented, there
areasmany errorsin this question as words. (cf. Stott, p. 41).

Condder Jesus answer to the disciples question in vs. 7-8. What is he saying? What ishis
red answer to their question?

What does this answer, dong with the ascenson and the query of the two men dressed in
white (mogt likely they are angels), “Why are you gazing into the sky?” tell us about our
tendency to speculate and probe the time of Jesus second coming? What should our attitude

6. Eleven disciples (John 20:24-29)

7. Seven disciplesfishing in Galilee (John 21:1-23)
8. Eleven disciplesin Galilee (Matt. 28:16-20)

9. Five hundred persons (I Cor. 15:6)

10. James the brother of Jesus (I Cor. 15:7)

Istott defines the ki ngdom in this way: Thekingdom of God is hisrule set up in the lives of his people by the Holy
Spirit. Itisspread by witnesses, not by soldiers, through a gospel of peace, not a declaration of war, and by the work
of the Spirit, not by force of arms, political intrigue or revolutionary violence. (Stott, p. 42)
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BECOMING WITNESSES

be regarding the second coming of Jesus? Can you think of any other Scriptureswhich
support your answer?

Invs. 8 Jesus leaves the disciples with a promise (you will receive power) and amandate
(you will be my witnesses...).

Who (or what) isthis Holy Spirit? Isthe Holy Spirit aforce or aperson? Consider what the
following verses teach about the Holy Spirit.

John 15:26

John 16:12-16

The disciples received amissonary mandate. From the beginning, the church (God' s chosen
community) was understood as a pilgrim people. The disciples were to begin where they were
and gradually move out to evangelize the whole world.

Do you understand your faith as amissonary fath? What motivates you in thisarea? Areyou
gpreading the gospd in your Jerusalem (Santa Barbara)? Why? Why not? In what ways can
your homegroup pray for you with regard to your witness?

Mog Chrigtians admit to having a difficult time when it comes to spreading their faith. What
are the obstacles which promote timidity in thisarea. Would those of the early church have
faced the same obstacles?

Respond to the following statement by Michael Green in his book | Believe in the Holy Spirit:

The Spirit of God came upon Chrigtian individuas in order to create in them a quality
of life that would otherwise be beyond their powers. The Spirit of God came upon the
Chrigtian community in order to unite them in a felowship which could not be
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BECOMING WITNESSES

pardleled in any other group. . . But there can be no doubt from a candid examination
of the New Testament accounts that the prime purpose of the coming of the Spirit of
God upon the disciples was to equip them for misson. The Comforter comes not to
alow men to be comfortable, but to make them missionaries. (p. 58)

In what ways should our evangdlistic efforts be different from those of the gpostles? How
should our style be different? In what was should it be Smilar?

Only Luke includes the ascension story in his account of the life of Chrigt. Heindudesit in
both his Gospd and herein Acts.  John Stott probes the meaning of Luke's account:

...| think we may say that the apostles committed two opposite errors, which both had
to be corrected. First they were hoping for political power (the restoration of the
kingdom to Isragl). Secondly, they were gazing up into the sky (preoccupied with the
heavenly Jesus). Both werefasefantases. The first was the error of the paliticist,
who dreams of establishing Utopia on earth. The second isthe error of the pietist, who
dreams only of heavenly bliss. Thefirg vision istoo earthly, and the second too
heavenly. Isit fanciful to see a pardld here between Luke' s Gospel and the Acts?
Just as at the beginning of the Gospel Jesus in the Judean desert turned away from fase
ends and means, so at the beginning of the Acts the apostles before Pentecost had to
turn away from both afase activism and afdse pietism. And in ther place, asthe
remedy for them, there was (and is) witness to Jesus in the power of the Spirit, with al
that thisimplies of earthly responghbility and heavenly enabling. (Stott, p. 51)

Think practicdly. Areyou prone to either temptation (the paliticist or the pietist)? Which one?
Why? How do you fight this?

Answer the same question for Santa Barbara Community Church asawhole. 1s our emphasis
off kilter with regard to palitics or piety?
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BECOMING WITNESSES

The disciples along with the women and Mary? return to Jerusdlem and spend, presumably,
ten daysin prayer. During thistime they choose Matthias to be the replacement of Judas so
that the twelve disciples will be complete. The stageis set for Pentecost.

Cadting lots was somewhat common in Old Testament times. The high priest would use Urim
and Thummim (probably stonesthat gave either a‘yes or a‘no’ to adecision) to guide the
nation of Isradl (cf. Ex. 28:30). Thisisthelast timein Scripture that the casting of lots was
used to make adecison. Perhapsthisis part of Luke s purposein including this story. Ishe
showing the reader that after Pentecost decisions are made under the guidance of the Holy

Spirit?

The fact that Luke includes the number of bdievers (120) issgnificant. In Jewish law 120
Jewish men were required to form anew community. Here Luke's purpose in showing the
innocence of the early church under Roman law is furthered (cf. Introduction, p. 1).

1in both his Gospel and in Acts, Luke takes special interest in showing his readers that the good news of
God’ s kingdom extends to the powerless. Therefore, he repeatedly points out that women (socially,
politically and religiously powerlessin the first century) were avital part of Jesus’ mission and ministry.
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TONGUESOF FIRE!

Study Two
Tongues of Firel
Acts2:1-41

The history of the people of God inthe Old
Testament is a chronicle of success and failure.
Mostly failure. God repeatedly entered into a
covenant relationship with Israel, and |sradl
repeatedly failed to walk in the way of Y ahweh.
The problem wasn't with the God of the
covenant, nor was the problem located in the
covenant itself. |sradl repeatedly failed because
the nation lacked the power to keep its part of
their agreement with God. Toward the end of
the Old Testament period the prophets longed
for the age of the Holy Spirit, for anew
covenant which would impute the power of
God into the lives of God's people.

Thetimeiscoming,” declaresthe

LORD, when | will make a new

covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant | made with their
forefathers when | took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because
they broke my covenant, though | was a husband to them, ” declares the LORD.
“Thisisthe covenant | will make with the house of Israel after that time,”
declaresthe LORD. | will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. |
will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his
neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declaresthe LORD. For | will
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.

Jeremiah 31:31-34

With the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost the new covenant has arrived. The
age of the Holy Spirit has begun!
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TONGUESOF FIRE!

Read this section of Acts. What impresses you? Does Peter’s sermon sound like amodern
evangdigic sermon?

In Luke' s Gogpdl, Jesus ministry begins when he is baptized by John the Baptist (Luke 3:21).
Jesusis baptized and the Holy Spirit descends upon him in the form of adove. Herein Acts,
Luke is showing that the birth and mission of the church is contingent upon a similar outpouring
of the Holy Spirit on al who have followed Jesus.

Thispivota event in the New Testament, indeed in the entire Bible, isrich with sgnificancel

It can be understood as the final act of ministry by Jesus before his second coming. It
gave the twelve gpodtles the power they needed to fulfill their misson as followers of
Jesus. Accordingly, Peter is transformed by the Holy Spirit from a disciple who denies
Jesusto aservant girl (Luke 22:56-57) to a disciple who risks imprisonment and desth
in order to proclam the gospel.

Peter himsdlf interprets the Pentecost event as the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecy. The new eraof the Holy Spirit foretold by the prophets has arrived fifty
days after the death of Jesud!

Pentecost has been cdled the firdt reviva, using the word to denote one of those
altogether unusual visitations of God, in which a whole community becomes
vividly aware of hisimmediate, overpowering presence. (Stott, p. 61) Thisreviva
contained the deep conviction of sin, conversonsto Christ (3000!), and a sense of
awe at the powerful works of God (2:43).

Pentecost was celebrated as one of the three main annua feadts of the Jaws2 Pentecodt isthe
firgt century name for the Feast of Weeksin the Old Testament. Origindly thisfeast wasthe
festivd of firdfruits of the grain harvest. The pilgrims would come to Jerusdem and offer God
the first crops of the season out of thanksgiving and faithfulness. The festival was associated

1¢f. Stott, pp. 60-61.

2The other great pilgrim feasts were Passover, which took placefifty days earlier (celebrating deliverance
from Egypt) and Tabernacles which took place about 4 months after Pentecost (celebrating the time of
wilderness wanderings during the Exodus period of Israel’ s history).
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with the renewd of the covenant God made with Noah (Genesis 9) and Moses. By the time of
the first century the Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost, was consdered the anniversary of the giving
of the law to Moseson Mount Sinai. It was atime to renew the Mosaic covenant.

Luke spoint isdramatic. On thisday of Pentecost something new istaking place! Richard
Longenecker highlights the significance of this passage:

It isthis Sgnificance that Luke emphasizes as he begins his Pentecost narretive; viz.,
that whereas Pentecost was for Judaism the day of the giving of the law, for Chrigtians
it isthe day of the coming of the Holy Spirit. . . . By his siress on Pentecost as the day
when the miracle took place, heis dso suggesting (1) that the Spirit’'s coming isin
continuity with God' s purposes in giving the law and yet (2) that the Spirit's coming
sgndsthe essentia difference between the Jewish faith and commitment to Jesus, for
whereas the former is Torah (law) centered and Torah directed, the latter is Christ
centered and Spirit directed. . . (Longenecker, p. 269)

Luketdlsusthat dl the believers were together in one place. Then, without warning thereis
sound (like aviolent wind), sght (something like tongues of fire resting on each believer) and
gpeech. The Holy Spirit indwelt each believer and he or she began to proclaim the gospel in

foreign languages.

The sound of the wind would have brought to mind the prophecy of Ezekid 37:9-17. The
wind of God's breeth (Spirit) would blow over the dry, dead bones of Israd and give new life
to adead people. Thiswasto bethe Messianic age.

Firewas asymboal in Judaism of God's presence. Recall the burning bush of Exodus 3, the
pillar of firethat guided Isradl in the wilderness in Exodus 13, and the fire on top of Mt. Sinai in
Exodus 24.

The gift of tongues, in the Jewish mind, would signify the presence of the Holy Spirit.

InJudaism . . . the belief arose that with the passing of the last of the writing prophets
inthe early postexilic period the spirit of prophecy had ceased in Isradl. Since then,
therefore, God spoke to his people only through his Torah (Law) as interpreted by the
teachers. . . But Judaism aso expected that with the coming of the Messianic Age
there would be a specid outpouring of God's Spirit, in fulfillment of Ezekid 37, and
that prophecy would again flourish.2 (Longenecker, p. 271)

Thisis exactly the portrait that Luke paintd The Age of Messah has arrived with prophetic
power! Those who watched were amazed and asked, What does this mean? (2:12)

Luke indicates that Jews from al over the Graeco-roman world were present. Each heard the
message proclaimed in his mother tongue. The age of the Spirit transcends geography,

1This explains the excitement over the ministry or John the Baptist as recorded in the Gospels.
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language, race and religion. In time alarge crowd must have gathered because three thousand
people converted to Chritianity that day.

Read Peter’ s sermon again. What is his Srategy? How does he use the Old Testament in his
sermon?  Try to write asgmple outline of Peter’s sermon.t

Two of Peter’s Old Testament quotations are confusing to our ears. He quotes Psalm 16 and
Psalm 110 to show that Jesusisthe foretold Messiah. Kistemaker helps explain:

The early Chrigtians gpplied Psdlm 16:10 to Chrigt: *because you will not abandon
me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One undergo decay.” They interpreted
David'sword to mean that the grave could not destroy Jesus body. In Hebrew the
word destroy has the same root astheterm grave. “The grave or pit isthe place
where the body is destroyed.” Christ’s body did not see decay but was glorified at his
resurrection. Therefore, God's promise was fulfilled not in David but in Christ.
(Kistemaker, p. 97)

Jesus himsdlf quoted Psalm 110 in the first three Gospels and gpplied the Psalm to himsdif (cf.
Mark 12:35-37). Peter takesthis quotation from Psalm 110 and sees it asamessianic
prophecy fulfilled in the crucified and risen Jesud

We need to be careful with verse 36. Jesus did not become the Messiah and Lord a thetime
of hisascenson. It israther that now God exalted himto be in reality and power what he
already was by right. (Stott, p. 77)

How does Peter give his “invitation” to salvation?

|s salvation possible without repentance? What would you say to someone who wanted to
become a Chridian, yet was unwilling to repent of a certain Sn?

How does Luke view those who repented (vs. 40- 41)?

in Acts 2-4 wewill find three sermons by Peter. Look for the following themes:
1. “Thisisthe age of fulfilment.”
2. The ministry, death and resurrection of Jesusinaugurated the new age.
3. Because of the resurrection, Jesus has been exalted at the right hand
of God asthe Messianic head of the new Israel.
4. The Holy Spirit isthe sign of Christ’s presence in the church.
5. The Messianic Age will reach its consummation in the return of Jesusto earth.
6. An appeal for repentance, forgiveness and inclusion in the church.
The aboveisloosely based on C. H. Dodd’ s Apostolic Preaching.

PAGE 14 STUDIESIN ACTS



TONGUESOF FIRE!

Consider Stott’s comment on these verses:

... Peter was not asking for private and individua conversions only, but for a public
identification with other believers. Commitment to the Messiah implied commitment to
the Messianic community, that is, the church. Indeed, they would have to change
communities, transferring their membership from one that was old and corrupt to one
that was new and being saved (vs. 47). (Stott, p. 79)

How hasthis brief look at Acts 2 affected your understanding of the gospd ?

Does Peter’ s sermon chalenge your style of sharing your faith?

When you became a Christian did your understanding of Christianity correspond to what Peter
presentsin his sermon?

Read Acts 2:38-39 one moretime. What two promises does Peter make those who repent
and are baptized? Describe your experience of these two promises.
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BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER

Study Three
Breaking Bread Together
Acts 2:42-47

Each year the President of the United States
gives a peech of great political importance
cdled “The State of the Union Address” In
this speech the President gives his perspective
on the socid, economic and geopolitical
condition of our country. This section of Acts
IsLuke' s* State of the Church Address.” Itis
something of asummary statement of church life
during the very early days of the churchin
Jerusalem.

Read this brief section from as severd
trandations. Areyou impressed? What was
thisinfant church like?

We might outline these six versesin the following way:

The church’sdevotion: to the gpodtles teaching
(vs. 42) to fdlowship

to breaking of bread

to prayer

Theresults of the church’sdevotion: (vs.  public awareness

43-47) family provison
community worship
misson

The verb used in verse 42 (proskartereo pr oskar t er ew trandated devoted) denotes
steadfastness or snglemindedness (to coin aterm). It refersto fiddity to agiven task. It
means to occupy oneself diligently with something, or to pay persistent attention to...
(DNTT, val. 3, p. 618).
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Church life, at least at the beginning, was a“devoted” affair.l The people of the early church
were devoted to the gpostles teaching, to fellowship, to the celebration of the Lord's supper
and to prayer.

Do you see asmilar devation in your life to these aspects of church life? Do you seeitin the
lives of those around you? Was there anything unique about the time and place of this
particular church that would require more intense devotion to these things? In other words, are
we “off the hook” because we have amost two thousand years of church history to fal back
on?

What does it mean to you to be devoted to the apostles teaching?

Congder the following statement by John Stott:

We note that those new converts were not enjoying mystical experience which led
them to despise their mind or disdain theology. Anti-intellectudism and the fullness of
the Spirit are mutudly incompetible, because the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth. (Stott,
p. 82)

Areyou devoted to the apostles teaching? What do you do to study God'sword on a
weekly basis? Do you take this study serioudy as apart of your discipleship?

Devation to the fellowship implies meetings for corporate worship and ingtruction.

The phrase the breaking of bread iswonderfully ambiguous. At face vaue the phrase implies
that the believers were sharing meal's together, but when placed in context of the New
Testament we should understand the words to refer to the celebration of the Lord’ s supper.
Both events were probably taking place at the sametime,

Even an ordinary meal among Jews, of course, would have had something of a sacred
flavor. In a Chrigtian setting, where hearts were warmed by devotion, it would have
been an occasion for joy, love and praise connected inevitably with Jesus. Probably

1Blaiklock writes, Thiswas no loose group, but a clear-cut society, universal in membership, but with definite, firm
sandards. Repentance, confession, and baptismwere necessary. Secondly, the authority of the apostlesis recognized
fromthefirst. (Blaiklock, p. 61)
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“the breaking of bread” should aso be understood as subtly connoting the passion of
Chris—though, of course, there may very well have been a degpening of
understanding with regard to Christ’ s passion as the church’ s theology came more and
more into focus, in accord with Paul’ s aboration of it. (Longenecker, p. 290)

Do you see prayer as one of the centra tasks of the church? How is this manifested in your
Chrigian life?

Congder thefollowing versesin Acts. What do they teach about the church and prayer?
(Thisligt could be much longer. We will return to thistopic in study 6.)

1:14, 24
6:1-4

10:1-4,9

The everyone of vs. 43 probably refers to Jerusdem at large and not just to believers. The
events of Pentecost were observable and impressive to the public. Miracles and wonders
were being performed for public scrutiny. These were signs that vaidated the message of the

apostles.

Invs. 44-45 we learn that the early church took care of the needy in the congregation. At first
glance it looks like the church was a commune; all the believers. . . had everything in
common . . . . But when we see these verses we understand:

1. that some (many?) in the church retained private property. Ananias and his wife
sold one piece of property, presumably among many, and took part of the money to
Peter (Acts5).

2. that once property or goods were sold, giving was a voluntary act. Barnabas seems
to receive some specid recognition for his sacrificid giving in 4:36-37. Peter tells
Ananias that the money he received from the sde of his property wasto be used a his
discretion.

Neverthdess, Luke paints a portrait of achurch involved in sacrificid giving. The people were
going far beyond the Jewish tithes that were required of them.
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Does this chalenge your own view of your possessons? Areyou giving sacrificialy? How
can your group pray for you in this regard?

Respond to the following statement on giving by C. S. Lewis:

| do not believe one can sttle how much we ought to give. | am afraid the only safe
rule isto give more than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts,
luxuries, amusements, etc., is up to the sandard common among those with the same
income as our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charitiesdo not at all
pinch or hamper us, | should say they aretoo smal. There ought to be things we
should like to do and cannot do because our charitable expenditure excludes them.

Verse46isteling. Luke shows again that the early Christians were meseting in the temple
courtsin full accord with Jewish cusom. They are not outlaws of Rome or of Jewish
authorities. Church worship has evolved over the centuries and in many ways become
divorced fromits Jewish roots. The behavior of the early church may surpriseus. Marshadll
writes of thisverse,

They met together in aspirit of unanimity in the temple.  (This) implied that they took
part in the daily worship of the temple (3:1). The daily worship consisted of the
offering of aburnt offering and incense in the morning and the afternoon; it was carried
on by the priests, but there was always a congregation of people who stood where
they could see the priests going about their duties and entering the sanctuary; they took
part in prayer, and they received a blessing from the priest. . . Theologicd questions
about the replacement of the temple sacrifices by the spiritud sacrifice by Jesus had
probably not yet occurred to them. (Marshal, p. 85)

Noticevs. 46b. The bdievers met with glad and sincere hearts It wasajoy to bea
follower of Jesus. Luke repeatedly stresses the joy that comes from the Holy Spirit (cf. 8:8,
39; 13:48, 52; 15:3, 16:34).

The last result of the church’s devotion was evangelism or misson. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being saved. . . Stott writes of this section:

Onitsown, verse 42 presents a very lopsided picture of the church’slife. Verse 47b
needs to be added. . . Those first Jerusalem Christians were not so preoccupied with
learning, sharing and worshipping, thet they forgot about witnessng. . . As Harry Boer
expressed it in his chalenging book Pentecost and Missions, the Acts ‘is governed by
one dominant, overriding and dl-controlling motif. This matif is the expangon of the
faith through missonary witnessin the power of the Spirit. Restlesdy the Spirit drives
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the church to witness, and continudly churches rise out of the witness. Thechurchisa
missionary church.” (Stott, p. 86)

How hasthis paragraph challenged your view of the church? Are there areas where you
would like to change your level of commitment and involvement in Santa Barbara Community
Church?

Is SBCC a church that patterns herself after Luke' s “ State Of The Church Address’? In what
areas could we improve?

Are we a church characterized by the joy of the Holy Spirit?

Respond to the following statement by John Stott (made while commenting on 2:47b):

He did not add them to the church without saving them (no nomina Chridtianity at the
beginning), nor did he save them without adding them to the church (no solitary
Chrigtianity either). Sadvation and church membership belonged together; they ill do.
(Stott, p. 87)
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Study Four
The Times of Refreshment
Acts 3:1-26

In the Old Testament hunger and thirst serve
as metaphors for spiritual emptiness. They are
also used by the prophetsto picture the
judgment of God.

Therefore my people will go into
exile for lack of understanding; their
men of rank will die of hunger and
their masses will be parched with
thirst.

Issiah 5:13

In the future God will provide refreshment for
the spiritudly thirdy.

The poor and needy search for water, but there is none; their tongues are
parched with thirst. But | the LORD will answer them; |, the God of Israel, will
not forsake them.

Isa. 41.17

Acts chapter 3 contains Peter’s second sermon.  In it the gpostle makes the startling
pronouncement that the times of refreshing have arrived in Jesus.

Acts chapter 3-5 highlight the theme of conflict between Jewish leaders and the early church.
The conflict began one day when Peter and John bumped into a beggar on their way to
afternoon prayer.

Read Acts chapter three. Here we find the first miraclein Actsthat is presented in detail.
Peter is given opportunity to explan himsdf.

What impresses you as you read this chapter?

Verses 1-10 describe amiracle. What detail does Luke include to show thisis atrue miracle?
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Friends or family of this man had to carry him to the temple gate called Beautiful where he
would attempt to beg some sort of adaily incomein order to survive.

Read carefully the description of the miracle. Do you see any of Luke' s medica background
in the description? How many times does Dr. Luke draw our attention to the fact that the
beggar was able to walk? Why?

Peter and John were headed for what is caled The Court of Israel insgde the temple area.
Asthey passed the temple gate called Beautiful they met the beggar, performed the miracle
and continued on into the temple courts for afternoon worship. It is after the time of prayer
when Peter delivers his sermon near Solomon’s Colonnade.

The outer court of the temple was caled The Court of the Gentiles, because non-Jewish
persons were permitted to wak init. F. F. Bruce explains:

From the Court of the Gentiles, after ascending some steps, one might pass through the
barrier which separated the outer court from the inner courts. Notices in Greek and
Latin were fixed to this barrier, warning Gentiles not to penetrate further, on pain of
death. Nine gates led through the barrier, of which the Beautiful Gate was probably
one. Thefirg of the inner courts was the court of the Women, containing the treasury:
it was S0 caled because Jewish women might enter thus far, but no father. Jewish
laymen might go farther, into the Court of Isragl. Beyond this was the Court of the
Priests, reserved for priests and Levites in the discharge of their respective duties;
within this court stood the sanctuary building itsdlf, with its two compartments, the Holy
Place and the Holy of Holies. (Bruce, p. 83)

On theway out of the temple Peter, John and the healed beggar draw a crowd in the outer
court in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade!

Re-read Luke' s brief condensation of Peter’ s sermon.

How is this sermon different from the sermon Peter preached in Acts 2?

How isit smilar? What is Peter’s strategy in presenting Chrigt to his listeners?

This story shows Peter overcoming one of the great temptations that must have beset the
gpogiles: the temptation to power. Peter heals a man born lame and the crowd isintensaly

1Thisisthe site of Jesus' sermon in John 10:23.
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interested in Peter. They are astonished at what has happened because they have seen this
beggar Sitting near the Beautiful Gate for years or perhgps decades.  The beggar himsalf is il
holding on to Peter (vs. 11).

With thisin mind, the seermonis Sartling! Peter never even addressestheissue. He merdly
asks, Why does this surprise you? and then points to Jesus for the remainder of his sermon.

Think about your own Chrigtian life and ministry. More than likely you are the “best” Chrigtian
somebody knows. Perhaps this person (or these people) are hanging on to you the way the
beggar held on to Peter. Areyou aware of this? Are you pointing them away from yourself
toward Chrig? How isthis manifested in your life?

3:17 isggnificant. Jewish law made a digtinction between sins committed in ignorance and Sins
committed with ddliberation. The law makes no explicit provison for the latter. Peter implies,
therefore, that because the Jews acted in ignorance they are ready for God' s forgiveness.

The ungpoken thought isthat, if the Jews now fail to admit their sn committed in
ignorance and repent of it, it will become awitting Sn which is much more culpable.
(Marshdl, p. 92)

Peter promises three resultsif hislisteners repent:

1. that your sinswill be wiped out. The verb used meansto wash off, erase or
obliterate. The same verb isused in Reveation 21:4 for God wiping away our tears
when the end comes. Barclay gives a colorful description of thisword.

Ancient writing was upon papyrus, and the ink used had no acid iniit. It
therefore did not bite into the papyrus as modern ink does; it Smply lay upon
thetop of it. To erase the writing a man might take awet sponge and Smply
wipeit away. (Barclay, p. 32)

2. that time of refreshing may come fromthe Lord. If trandated literdly this
phrase would read, that there may come seasons of refreshing from the face of the
Lord. Thisisthe only time the word refreshing occursin the New Testament. It
means rest, relief, respite or refreshment.1

1 The NIDNTT sees the times of refreshing as shorthand for the age of salvation, which is promised to the nation
of lsrad if it repents. Although great numbers of Jews are converted (Acts 2:41; 4:4; 5:14; 21:20), the lsradl that Luke
describesin Actsis oneinwhich large numbers of Gentiles are incorporated, and fromwhich many of the old Isradl
remain aloof. (NIDNTT, vol. 3, p. 686)
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It seems to be the positive counterpart to forgiveness, for God does not wipe
away our sinswithout adding his refreshment for our spirits. (Stott, p. 93)

3. and that he may send the Christ. . . One of the mysteries of the New Testament
isthe fact that our salvation has something to do with the return of Christ. Peter says
the same thing in his second | etter.

The Lord isnot dow in keegping his promise, as some understand downess.
He s patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to cometo
repentance. . . Y ou ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to
the day of God and speed itscoming . . .(2 Peter 3:9, 11b).

What is your experience of converson? Obvioudy we are dl waiting for the fulfillment of
Peter’ s third promise. What about the first two promises that Peter makes?

If you are in Chrig, then God has forgiven your sns. Do you fed forgiven or do you carry guilt
around with you? What is your experience of forgiveness?

What about refreshment? Are you refreshed in the Lord? What isthis like?

What does verse 21 teach us about the universe, good and evil and the kingdom of God.
Read Romans 8:18-27. What are we waiting for in the return of Christ? What will he do
when he comes back?

Peter ends his sermon with further references to the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.
This has been a congtant theme in both of Peter’s sermons.t

Old Testament |dea Old Testament text Actstext

1 Thefollowing is based on material from Stott, pp. 94-95
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descended from David Psalm 132:11 2:30
suffered, died and is God' s servant Isaiah 53 2:23; 3:18
the stone the builders rejected became Psalm 118:22 411

the capstone ) '

God raised him from the dead lssiah 52:13 2:95 ff.
death could not hold him Pgm 168 ff 2:24. 27 31
God exalted him to hisright hand to Psam 110:1 2:34-35
wait for the end ’ '

through him the Holy Spirit is poured Jod 2:28 ff 216 ff

out : . : .
now the gospel is preached to lssiah 57:19 2:39
everyone ) '

people must listen to him or pay the Q. 99_
penalty of disobedience Deuteronomy 18:18-19 3:22-23

those who listen and respond will ; .2. 9. o5
inherit the blessing promised to Genesis12:3, 22:18 32526

Abraham
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Study Five
Per secution and Resistance
Acts 4:1-22

Read the verses listed above. Make alis of the details
which stand out as you read.

We find in this chapter that the hedling incident
described in Acts 3 did not end on the day it took
place. Peter and John are arrested and spend the night in jail.

There are two waves of persecution endured by the Jerusdlem church. Both are initiated by
the Sadducees.1

Paliticaly, they ingratiated themsdves with the Romans, and followed a policy of
collaboration, S0 that they feared the subversive implications of the gpogtles teaching.
Theologicdly, they bdieved that the Messanic age had begun in the Maccabean
period (163 B. C.); so they were not looking for aMessiah. (Stott, p. 95)

In 4:4 Luke gives us a growth report on the church. It has grown to about five thousand. This
will be the last time he gives a specific number. The church is growing too fast to keep track.

Notice who is present for Peter’ s officid defense of his hedling ministry the day before.

1The Sadducees were not alegal body of Jews. They were what we would call ‘naturalists’; They did not
believe in the resurrection of the dead. Hence the preaching of Peter would be offensive. They seem to
side with the priestsin Acts who oppose the Christian movement. One commentator writes, It isinteresting
that, although the Pharisees were the group most opposed to Jesus during his minigtry, in Acts they are almost friendly
to the church, while the Sadducees (who do not figure in the Gospels until the last days of Jesus) have become the
leaders of the opposition.
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therulers = the Sanhedrin, which conssted of 71 members headed by the high priest;
the elders = rulers of various groups of Jews,

teachers of the law = scribes (usudly lawyers who were Pharisees) who taught and
copied the law;

Annas = the high priest who was removed from officein 14 A. D. by the Romans;
Caiaphas = the high priest from A.D. 18-36.

When this gathering of “important” people is assembled, they put the question to Peter: By
what power did you do this?

Peter delivers another sermon in his defense. The gpodtleis brilliant in his own defense (under
the influence of the Holy Spirit). In Jewish law a prophet, even if he performed a miracle, was
to be stoned if he led people away from God (cf. Deuteronomy 13:1-5). Peter clamsto be
pointing people not away but toward the true God of Abraham. He doesthis by quoting
Psam 118:22. Longenecker explains.

Inthe firgt-century A.D. Jewish Testament of Solomon 22:7-23:4, the expression
“the stone a the head of the corner” (or capstone) unambiguoudy refersto thefind . .
. cgpstone placed on the summit of the Jerusalem temple to complete the whole edifice.
(Longenecker, p. 304, parenthesis added)

Peter points to Jesus as the fulfillment of Judaism.

Notice what stands out in the minds of hislisteners. They are astonished with Peter’s
boldness. Thisisthethird timein Actsthat Peter boldly lays his gospel at the feet of
unbdlieving Jews. You killed him, but God raised him fromthe dead. . . (vs. 10). (Isthis
Luke sway of showing the transformation of Peter after his three denials of Jesus?)

What happened to Peter? Why is he so bold?

Why does the church need to pray for boldness later in the chapter (4:29)?

Notice some of the descriptive terms L uke uses to describe apostolic preaching. Read the
following texts:
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927 ff.

13:46

14:3

18:26

26:25-26

(Ephedians 6:20)

Can we be just as bold as Peter, Paul and the other apostles ? Whereisit possible for usto
express our faith with such boldness? How can your homegroup pray for you in this regard?

Peter seems to have a ready-made formula for presenting the gospdl. His evangdigtic sermons
follow asmilar pattern of development (cf. Study Two).

What isyour gospe? How would you share your faith if given 15 minutes of someone' stime?
Share thiswith your group. If you don't know, think about this and do some hunting for Bible
verses that would help explain what you believe about Jesus.

What keeps you from a bold proclamation of your faith?

Acts 4:12 is one of the well known verses of Luke' s book.
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Sdvation isfound in no one dsg, for thereis no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.

Remember Matthew 1:21? The name Jesus means hewill save his people fromtheir sins.
Peter, John, Paul and the other apostles were absolutely convinced that salvation was only
found in Jesus. They were not influenced by what is caled pluralism (the notion that there may
be many paths to God).

Read the following quotation by Colin Brown (NIDNTT, vol 3, p. 213) and ook up the
references he cites. Could it be that the lack of boldness in evangdlism we find in the modern
church istied to our adoption of a subtle plurdism? If we were deeply convinced that the non-
Chrigtian was redlly lost would we be more bold in our witness?

Acts 4:12 makes an absolute and universal claim for the Chrigtian message of salvation.
The gpostalic kerygma (message) which was addressed first to the Jews (Acts 13:26)
and then to the Gentiles (Acts 16:17 etc.) excludes every other way of sdvation (Acts
13:38; 15:101.), for sdvation can be gained only by faith in Christ (Acts 16:31). The
sdvation given to the one who believes conssts in the forgiveness of sins (Acts 10:43;
cf. 26:18) and a new reationship with God. (Emphasis added)

The rulers etc. were astonished at the boldness of Peter and John and took note that these
men had been with Jesus (4:13). What isthe observable result of your “being with Jesus’?
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Study Six
The Praying Church
Acts4:23-31

Peter and John are released from jail and,
temporarily, from the hodtility of their fellow
Jews. What were they thinking about on
their way back to their own people?
Suddenly the excitement of this new
movement was tempered by the redlity of
hostile persecution. Ther conviction and
proclamation that Jesus of Nazareth was
the long promised Messiah of the Scriptures
could cost them their lives When Peter
and John find their own people, Luketells
us, of the church’s response to their release;

they prayed.

Before going on in this study read these verses. Congder the prayer of the church.
What are the main components of this prayer? How would you outline this
prayer?

What was the result of the prayer?
What surprises you about this prayer?

Areyour prayers much like this one?

The prayer of the church begins with the title Despotes (des pot h ). Theterm istrandated
Sovereign Lord. It was used of a slave owner and of a rule of unchallenged power.
(Stott, p. 99)

Notice how this prayer begins. Before any petition the people acknowledge the sovereignty
and power of God. They begin with praise in the midst of adversity. Notice dso that Luke
gives no record of thanksgiving for Peter and John's deliverance. What is your guess? Did

Luke omit this for brevity or did the church fall to give thanks?
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Condder the dements of the church’s proclamation in their prayer:
1. God is creator (24).
2. God has reveded himsdlf (25-26).
3. God isin control of history (27-28).1

The prayer we find shows the Jewish nature of the early church. The prayer beginslike
Hezekiah's prayer in Isaiah 37:16-20, and then relies on Psalm 2 to express confidence in God
and to plead for God' s involvement in the present Situation.

Psalm 2 began to be understood as amessianic psam by the middle of the second century
B.C. Itissomething of afavorite among New Testament writers (cf. Acts 13:33; Heb. 1.5;
5:5; Rev. 2:26-27; 19:15).

When Jews read Old Testament prophecy during this time period they emphasized the generd
fulfillment of prophecy without pressing dl the details. Thisis caled apesher or interpretation.
Peter utilized this method of Old Testament interpretation in his Acts 2 sermon with the formula
“thisisthat...”. “These people are not drunk. . . thisisthat which was spoken of by the
prophet Jod. . .” Herein Acts 4 we see the same understanding of the fulfillment of Old

Testament prophecy:
Psalm 2:1-2 Acts4:27
the nations conspire (rage) the Gentiles conspire
the peoples plot in vain with the people of Isradl
the kings and the rulers Herod and Pontius Pilate
of the earth inthiscity
againgt agangt
the Lord your holy servant Jesus
and his Anointed One whom you anointed

Notice how the church understood persecution. Their own suffering is related directly to the
auffering of Jesus and the suffering of God' s people in Old Testament times.

1Regardi ng verse 28 Guthrie writes, Thisisthe only place in the NT where the verb * predestined’” occurs outside the
Pauline epigtles. Guthrie, New Testament Theology, p. 618.
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The requests made at the end of the prayer are somewhat surprising. The church prays for
three things:

1. That God would consider their threats. It was not a prayer that their threats
would fall under divine judgment, nor even that they would remain unfulfilled, so
that the church would be preserved in peace and safety, but only that God would
consider them, would bear themin hismind. (Stott, p. 100)

2. That God would enable the church to continue in boldness. The gift of boldness
caused astonishment (4:13), and compelled people to decison (14:3-4). The churchin
Acts 4 was, perhaps, afraid of what was coming. God would provide the boldness.

3. That God would confirm their efforts with miracles.

The surprise of this prayer isthe neglect of the church to pray for deliverance. The prayer says
nothing about protection from persecution.  What do you make of this? Why the omisson?

Are our prayers centered too much on our own comforts and not enough on God' s will?

This prayer meeting ends with what we might cal a“mini- pentecost” experience. Kistemaker
writes,

The amilarities are gtriking: the Holy Spirit comes as an answer to prayer (1:14; 4:24-
30); the Spirit fills al who are present (2:4; 4:31); and they dl proclaim the wonder and
the word of God (2:11; 4:31). The believers receive anew outpouring of the Holy
Spirit, who fills them with courage so that they proclaim the Good News.

(Kistemaker, p. 171)

What can we learn about corporate prayer from this section of Acts?

Is SBCC a praying church? How can we improve our prayer-life?
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In recent years the world-wide persecution of the church has received well deserved attention.
Paul Marshdl wrote a chronicle of the persecution of the church in his book Their Blood Cries
Out (1997: Word Books). In the preface he writes,

Thisbook is about a spiritua plague. It tells of massacre, rape, torture, davery,
beetings, mutilations, and imprisonment. It also tells of pervasive patterns of extortion,
harassment, family divison, and crippling discrimination in employment and education.
This plague affects over two hundred million people, with an additiona four hundred
million suffering from discrimination and legd impediments. (p. 4)1

Clearly the mild persecution described in Acts 4 was but a smal portend of what was to come.
How can SBCC do a better job of praying for the persecuted church? What can your
homegroup do in thisregard?

What do these verses teach you about your persond prayer-life? What changes do you want
to make as aresult of looking into these verses?

Come to your group prepared to pray like the early church prayed. Think about how you can
praise God as crestor, reveder and sovereign Lord of history. Come ready to practice.

1 James and Marti Hefley estimate that 119 million men and women died because of their allegiance to
Christ in the twentieth century (By Their Blood: Christian Martyrs of the Twentieth Century 1996: Baker
Books, p. 11)
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Study Seven
No Needy Persons
4.32-5:11

How easy it isto write flowery reports on the
church. The church isthe place where needs are
met, where worship is offered, where community is
practiced. . . Almost heaven on earth! Indeed, the
body of Chrigt is God's cregtion. The churchis
cdled the very bride of Christ! But the everyday
redities of life in the church are far from idyllic.

Eugene Peterson who was a pastor for three
decades concedes that the church, in practice, is

aways disgppointing.

Every time | move to anew community, |
find achurch cdlose by and join it -
committing mysdf to worship and work
with that company of God's people. I've
never been anything other than disgppointed: every one turns out to be biblicd, through
and through: murmurers, complainers, the faithless, the incongtant, those plagued with
doubt and riddled with sin, boring mordizers, glamorous secularizers. Every once and
awhile a shaft of blazing beauty seemsto break out of no-where and illuminate these
companies, and then | see what my sin-dulled eyes had missed: word of God-shaped,
Holy Spirit-created lives of sacrificid humility, incredible courage, heroic virtue, holy
praise, joyful suffering, constant prayer, persevering obedience.

Leap Over aWall, p. 101
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In this part of the book of Acts, Luke is showing his readers these redlities of church life. The
church isan indtitution under attack. Firg, the attacks came from without in the form of force
from the authorities (4:23-31). Herein 4:32-5:11 the attack comes from within in the form of
fadsehood and hypocrisy.

Read these verses. What stands out in your mind? What was church-life like for these new
believers? In what ways does the church in Jerusdem look like the church in America? Like
SBCC?

We should read 4:32 in context. The Holy Spirit filled the church and the people spoke the
word of God boldly. The result of the Spirit’ sfilling, asfar asthe church is concerned, istrue
oneness. The believers are one in heart, mind and possessions. Jesus said that the world
would judge the veracity of the disciples faith according to the love they showed for one
another (John 13:35). Thistext seesthe early disciples taking Jesus serioudy.

Notice, again, how this section of Acts paralels Acts 2:42-47.

... just as after the first coming of the Spirit he describes the characterigtics of the
Spirit-filled community (2:42-47), so after they are again filled with the Spirit he
provides a second description (4:32-37). Moreover in both cases his emphasisisthe
same. All the believers, hebegins, in 4:32 asin 2:44, formed a closdy knit group.
They ‘were together’ (2:44), asthey devoted themsdvesto ‘the fdlowship’ (2:42),
and they were onein heart and mind (4:32). (Stott, p. 106)

The theology of possessons presented in these verses is not communism. “Property” is not
“theft” asMarxigsclam. Luketells usthat church members did not regard their possessons
astheir own. They were seen as gifts from God that could at any time be used for the good of
the community. Moreover, we learn from Peter’ s interaction with Ananias and Sapphira that
once possessions were sold the proceeds were given or retained at the discretion of the owner.

We can see three dements of the church’s giving:
1. Possessiong/property were sold to meet specia needs.
2. The church had afund to help those in need.
3. The apostl es were entrusted with the monies to distribute as they deemed
appropriate.

We have seen how Luke paints a portrait of the early church that is parallel to and in concert
with the people of God in the Old Testament. The Old Testament book of Deuteronomy was
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a series of sermons by Moses ingtructing the people how to live after they took possession of
the promised land. Deuteronomy 15:4 reads:

... There should be no poor among you, for in the land the Lord your God is giving
you to possess as your inheritance, he will richly blessyou. . .

Luke sees the church living out this principle. There were no needy persons among them
(4:39).

After pointing to the generd success of community life in this area, Luke gives a positive and a
negative example of how the church actudly functioned.

Firgt, Barnabas, who will later become atraveling companion of Paul, sells property and gives
it to the church. Barnabas plays an important rolein Acts. Heisa kind of hinge between the
mission to the Jewish world and that to the Gentiles (cf. 9:27; 11:22-30; 13:1-14:28;
15:2-4,12, 22, 36-41; seealso | Cor 9:6). (Longenecker, p. 312). Thisisthefirst timewe
meet himin Acts. Heisagiver and his freedom from possessions opens opportunity to serve
God.

On the other hand, Ananias and Sapphira s greed and desire for statusin the community
severely diminish (to put it lightly) their opportunities to serve God.

Again, Luke may be drawing a parald to the Old Testament people of God. Early inthelife
of Isradl, Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, offered sacrifices that were not appropriate (cf.
Leviticus 10). God'swrath was swift and severe. Both priests were consumed by the Lord's
fire. Scholars speculate that in both Leviticus and Acts God is teaching his people of the need

for purity.

Ponder the story of Acts 5. What |essons can we draw from it for our church life together?

John Statt finds three lessons for the church in this passage:

1. The gory teaches the gravity of sin. Luke seems to be underlining the great evil
of sinning against God' s people. Falsehood ruins fellowship. If the hypocrisy of
Ananias and Sapphira had not been publicly exposed and punished, the Christian
ideal of an open fellowship would not have been preserved, and the modern cry
‘there are so many hypocritesin the church’ would have been heard from the
beginning. (Stott, p. 111) Thisgory can only make us dl thankful that God alows
hypocritesin the church!

2. The gory teaches the importance of human conscience. To have a clear conscience
isto live a transparent life before God, without guile or subterfuge, whose
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consegquence is that ‘we have fellowship with one another’ (I Jn. 1:7). Ananias
and Sgpphirafailed to be trangparent before their believing family. The church was
diminished.

3. This section teaches the necessity of church discipline.  The discipline from God on
these two individuas was, undoubtedly, severe and unique. Unrepentant Sinners were
generdly banished from fellowship as alast-ditch effort to spur on repentance. Since
the New Testament era, The church has tended to oscillate in this area between
extreme severity (disciplining members for the most trivial offences) and extreme
laxity (exercising no discipline at all, even for serious offences). Itisa good
general rule that secret sins should be dealt with secretly, private sins privately,
and only public sins publicly. Churches are also wise if they follow the successive
stage taught by Jesus (Mt. 18:15ff). (Stott, p. 112)

In Chrigtian circles some of the bestsalling books are on what is cdled “financid planning.”
Ron Blue has written a bestsdller caled Master Your Money. Larry Burkett has written a
cluster of books on the topic: The Complete Financid Guide for Y oung Couples, Answers to
Your Families Financid Questions; What Husbhands Wish Their Wives Knew About Money
(wow!); Debt- Freeliving, etc..

How do you (or should you) baance what our culture calsfinancid responghility with this
picture of giving Luke presents?

Arefinandd planning and generous giving mutudly exdusve?

Would you ever consider selling a possession (car, property, guitar etc.) to meet the need of
someone in our church? Why? Why not?

The American church istherichest church in the world. Conggtently, however, when surveys
are taken we find that we give about 3% of our income for the Lord’ swork. Why are we so
“tightfisted”?
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Areyou “tightfiged”? What are your giving habits? Do you have any intention of changing
your gpproach to giving?

Respond to the following statements by Gregory Lewisin Is God For Sale?

Chrig iscdling us, not to poverty, but to a spirit of poverty and denid. Thereis
something spiritualy deceitful when we place our trust in what belongs to usinsteed of
in the One to whom we belong.

Do we make the tithe the garting point in our thinking about how much we will give, or
do we make our starting point Jesus Christ, who gave everything he had to give, even
hisown life? Do we want to be like our Lord and Savior who, though being rich,
became poor for our sakes, that in him and by him we might have dl the riches of
heaven?

We of the modern Church proclaim that Jesus is coming soon, and then we rush out to
our homes, to eat our food, while watching our television or reading our newspapers.
Where is the community?
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Study Eight
Ministry and Civil Disobedience
Acts 5:12-42

John Bunyan (1628-1688) penned one of the
greatest books ever written in the English
language, Rilgrim’s Progress. Millions of copies
of this book have been printed and are
avallable in dozens of languages. In spite of the
literary “success’ of this masterpiece, Bunyan
was anything but a Chrigtian celebrity. In fact,
this Puritan was arrested three times for
preaching without a state license, and for his
failure to attend the officid Church of England.
John Bunyan spent twelve yearsin jail for his
convictions Was Bunyan right to disobey the
civil authorities for the sake of his conscience?
Does not the Bible teach that believers are to
be in submisson to their government?

This section of Acts gives the reeder achronicle
of the sacond wave of persecution the church endured. Remember, the church is still enjoying
the fact that the Roman government sees the church as a Jewish sect and therefore asa“legd
religion.” During these early days of the church’slife persecution will come from within
Judaigm itsAf.

Read these verses. They are Luke' s description of what life was like for believersin
Jerusdlem. What stands out?

Invss. 12-16 we glean apicture of church life. The believers met in public (no comfortable
pews). Ther worship and proclamation was open to public scrutiny for they met in Solomon’s
Colonnade, the eastern part of the temple court where Peter preached his second sermon
(Acts 3:11). The church gppears to have met regularly and with growing numbers. The
hedling minigiry of this flourishing body of bdlievers attracted vistors from neighboring towns.
Such popularity caused the Sadducees to be filled with jealousy.

Luketelsus, They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail.

What would you have thought if you had been one of the early Chrigtians watching the arrest of
Peter, John and the others? Would this event have caused excitement? Would you want to
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rethink this new teaching? Would the event have embarrassed you (“Can | redly trust these
guys who are going back to jal?7??7’)?

In America believers enjoy tremendous religious freedom. “Going to church” is seen asthe
right thing to do. Our politicians want to be photographed coming out of their church during a
busy dection campaign. What would happen if dl this changed? How would church life be
affected if, from time to time, the police showed up and arrested whoever was preaching?
What would happen to SBCC?

Notice it isthe Sadducees who are jedousin this chapter. The Sadducees were the
“respectable’ Jaws of thefirst century. They tended to be wedlthy, powerful and they
collaborated with the political authorities of Rome. From the Sadducees came the priests that
performed the various officid functionsin the temple.

The anger of the Sadducees had a double foundation. Asthe high priests they were
blamed for the murder of Chrigt, and found a volatile Jerusalem beginning to grow
hodtile (28); they were aso bitterly opposed to the teaching of resurrection, and here
the hated doctrine was associated with the prophet whom they had found it expedient
to remove (John 11:50). (Blaiklock, p. 72)

After their midnight release from prison (vs. 19)! the gpostles are again found preaching in the
temple seemingly unconcerned with the consequences. They appear before the Sanhedrin
which isthe ruling body of the Sadducees.

Think about Peter’ s answer to the Sanhedrin. He claimsit is hisresponghbility to disobey men,
(i.e, the laws of the governing authorities) in order to obey God. Then he preaches another
mini-sermon to his accusers.

Peter’ s phrase, We must obey God rather than men!, isthe basic principle of what is called
civil disobedience.

For Chrigtian theology and ethics the problem of civil disobedience israised by two
facts. Firdt, Christians are called to an unquaified obedience to their Lord and God
(Deut. 13:4; Jer. 7:23; John 14:15). Second, Chrigtians are called to submit to the
governing authorities and to recognize that, even where the civil authority is not
Christian, God uses (or can use) it as his servant for good (cf. Rom. 13:1-7; | Peter

1Regardi ng the escape from prison Longenecker writes, The ‘ange of the Lord’ isthe LXX (the Septuagint, that is
the Greek trandation of the Old Testament) termfor the Hebrew * Angel of Yahweh', which denotes God himsdif in his
dealingswith men (cf. Exod 3:2, 4, 7; passim). . . By divineintervention, then, the apostleswere released fromthe
publicjail . . . (Longenecker, p. 319)
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2:13-17). Civil disobedience becomes an issue when these two claims come into
conflict, i.e,, when God commands us to do something which the civil authority
prohibits or the civil authority commands us to do something which God prohibits.
(David Gill, Evangdlicd Dictionary of Theology, ed. Walter Elwell, p. 245)

We have severd examples of civil disobedience in Scripture:
Danid’s prayer (among other acts of disobedience) in Babylon (Danid 6).
Paul’ srefusal to leave prison (Acts 16:35ff.).
Peter’ s preaching here in Acts 5.

Are there areas where civil disobedience isjudtified in our time?

During the 1980’ s the “ Sanctuary Movement” began. This was the practice of
shdtering immigrants from Centrd America (usudly Guatemala) in various churchesto
prevent their deportation back to their own countries. Many church members and
pastors were arrested and jailed for their participation.

Operation Rescue attempts to close down abortion clinics. Participants are arrested
and forcibly carted off to jail.

Arethese legitimate uses of civil disobedience? Should the church be doing these sorts of
things? Why? Why not? Has the American church become domesticated? |s the church too
polite? How do we balance Acts 5:29 with Romans 13:1-7? Can you conceive of placing
yoursdlf in a pogition where you would be arrested for your Christian convictions?

Respond to the following statement by David Gill:

If it becomes gpparent that thereisared conflict between the demands of biblical
justice and love and the demands of the sate, and if dl available legd avenue of reform
are exhaugted, then civil disobedience may be warranted. (David Gill, Evangdlica
Dictionary of Theology, ed. Walter Elwell, p. 246)
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Note the reaction to Peter’ s sermon: they wanted to put them to death. The apostles are
saved, thistime, by a Pharisee named Gamdid.

The Pharisees and the Sadducees were a rdligious odds with one another. The name Pharisee
means separate. Pharisees were devoutly rdigious Jews who had given up on the priestly
class of Jews (the Sadducees) because they had made too many compromises with Greek
culture and with Roman authorities. Gamdid was one of the greet Pharisees! Hewas called
Rabban which means literdly, our teacher. It was atitle of honor reserved for the best of
therabbis. Interestingly, one of his students was Saul of Tarsus (the gpostle Paul).

What is Gamdid’s defense of the gpostles?

What do you make of vs. 41? They rejoice because they had been counted worthy of
suffering disgrace for the Name Early Chridtianity was not a comfortable religion.

Respond to the following quotation by one of the twentieth century’ s leading Chridtian thinkers.

If thereisno fina place for civil disobedience, then the government has been made
autonomous, and as such, it has been put in the place of the living God.
Francis Scheeffer

PAGE 46 | T STUDIESIN ACTS



STEPHEN’S DISCOVERY

Study Nine
Stephen’s Discovery
Acts 6-7

In 1876 a Scot living in the United States invented
the telephone.  Using technology that had been
available snce the early 1800's, Alexander
Graham Bdl, at twenty-nine years of age made
the first phone cdl on March 10, 1876. It wasa
short conversation: Mr. Watson, come at once.

| want you. Who in March of 1876 would have
guessed the impact this invention would make on
society? Who would have thought thet within a
few decades virtudly every home would be linked
to every other home through the telephone? Who
would have predicted e-mail, internet shopping,
the World Wide Web, etc.? Who would have
predicted cdl-phones which ring a the most
awkward of moments?

The beginnings of Chridianity are Smilar to the beginnings of Bell’sinvention. At the outset the
early disciples understood themselves as Jews who had discovered who was the Messiah.
They remained thoroughly Jewish. They, gpparently, had no idea of the magnitude of their
discovery. The early church was threatened and harassed by Rome. In time Rome would be
aChristian empire. They lived in what we cal the Graeco-Roman world. In timetheir world
would be cdled the Christian West.

Stephen, as far as we know from Luke' s record, was the first disciple to probe the deeper
implications of what Jesus did on the cross. Chapters 6 and 7 of Acts are devoted to
Stephen’ s discovery.

Acts 6 isredly an introduction to Stephen’ s self-defense recorded in Acts 7. In chapter six,
Luke fathfully records the firgt division in the church. The New Testament church isfare from
ided.

Greek speaking Jewish converts complained that they were being neglected in the church’'s
socia wdfare program.1 By this point in Acts the church probably had about ten thousand
men (pluswomen and children!). Jerusdem was ardatively impoverished city at thistime.
Undoubtedly there were some very poor bdieversin the church.

1Luke may again be drawing aparallel between the early church and the Old Testament people of God.
The word translated complained isthe same word use in the Greek translation of the Old Testament when
the I sraelites complained, or murmured against Moses (cf. Ex. 16:7; Numbers 14:27).
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The problem was culturd. The Greek spesking believers felt that the Hebrew (Aramaic)
gpeaking recipients of church aid were being favored.  The complaint compelled action.
Needs were to be met. The issue also caused the apostles to protect themselves from getting
caught up in administration when their first calling was to pray, preach and teach (vs. 2-4).
Thereis no hint whatever that the apostles regarded social work as inferior to pastoral
work, or beneath their dignity. It wasentirely a question of calling. They had no liberty
to be distracted fromtheir own priority task” (Stott, p.121)

This paragraph introduces us to Stephen who was one of the seven men set asde for
adminigration of the church. Ironicdly, this administrator goes on to preach the longest
recorded sermon in the book of Acts.

John Stott writes of these verses:

We do agreat disservice to the church whenever we refer to the pastorate as
‘the minigtry’, for example when we spesk of ordination in terms of * entering the
ministry’. This use of the definite article implies that the ordained pastorate is the only
minigry thereis. But diakonia (ministry) isageneric word for service; it lacks
specificity until adescriptive adjective is added, whether *pastord’, *socid’, ‘paliticd’,
‘medicd’ or another. All Christians without exception, being followers of him who
came ‘not to be served but to serve’, are themsdlves called to ministry, indeed to give
thar livesin minidry. . . We need to recover this wide vison of the wide diversity of
ministries to which God calls his people. (Stott, p. 122, emphasis added)

Luke now turns his atention to Stephen and the conflict he had with members of the
Synagogue of the Freedmen (6:9).

Theterm freedmen relates to a group of Jewish prisoners of war whom the Romans
under the command of Pompey captured in 63 B.C. In subsequent years these
prisoners were released and built a colony aong the Tiber River in Rome. Later, thelr
descendants were expelled from Rome and many of them presumably found refuge in
Jerusalem where they built a synagogue. (Kistemaker, p. 228)

Stephen is brought before the Sanhedrin and charged with spesking againgt the two things most
cherished by Jews, the law (Mosesin vs. 11) and the temple (this place in v.14).
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Chapter 7 isawonderful record of Stephen’s defense. Read this sermon. It isa succinct
overview of the Old Testament.

Keep aligt of the key figures in Stephen’s speech.

Isany of thisdifficult to understand? What is confusng?

What is Stephen’ s strategy? How does he answer his accusers?

Stephen’ s speech shows that he is probing the implications of what Jesus did on the cross. Up
to thispoint in Acts Chrigtianity has been seen in direct continuity with Old Testament Judaism.
Stephen understands that because of what Christ did on the cross the temple is outdated (7:44.
..). Hisdiscovery led to his execution.

Longenecker explains:

In Acts 6-7 Stephen is portrayed as beginning to apply the doctrines of Jesus
messahship and lordship to traditiona Jewish views regarding the land, the law, and
the temple. Moreover, he is seen as beginning to reach conclusions that related to the
primacy of Jesus messiahship and lordship and the secondary nature of Jewish views
about the land, the law and the temple. . . For Stephen this was a dangerous path to
tread, particularly in Jerusalem—a path even the gpostles seems unwilling to teke at
that time. Stephen’s message was indeed Jewish apostasy! (Longenecker, p. 324,
emphasis added)

Look again at Stephen’s sermon.  Notice how he challenges Jewish beliefs with regard to the
land, the law and the temple:

1. ThelLand: Invs 2-36 he showsthat some of God's most significant encounters
with his people took place outside of Paestine (Isradl).

2. TheLaw: Invss. 37-43 Stephen corrects Jewish veneration of Maoses and the law.
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(1) Moses himself spoke of God's later raising up ‘a prophet like me’

from among his people and for his people, which means therefore that
Israel cannot limit the revelation and redemption of God to Moses
precepts (w. 37-38); (2) Moses had been rejected by his own people, even
though he was God’ s appointed redeemer . . . (3) even though Moses was
with them and they had the living words of the law and the sacrificial
system, the people fell into gross idolatry and actually opposed God (wv.
41-43). (Longenecker, p. 343)

3. TheTemple: Invss 44-50 Stephen chalenges the notion that the templeis God's
place of residence. They conceived of Yahweh as so completely identified with the
temple that its existence guaranteed his protection of them, while its destruction
would mean that he had abandoned them. It was against these notions that the
prophets inveighed. (Stott, p. 130)1

Stephen’ s defense of hisfaith turns out to be an evangdistic sermon with meager results. His
method is quite different from sharing The Four Spiritual Laws. What can we learn from
Stephen about sharing Jesus with others?

What do we learn about discipleship from Stephen?

Does Stephen’ s boldness challenge your “politeness’ with regard to sharing the gospel with
others?

1stott takes asdlightly different approach to understanding Stephen’s sermon. He writes, What Sephen did
was to pick out four major epochs of Israd’ s history, dominated by four mejor characters. Firgt he highlighted
Abrahamand the patriarchal age (7:2-8); then Joseph and the Egyptian exile (9-19); thirdly Maoses, the Exodus and the
wilderness wanderings (20-44); and lastly David and Solomon, and the establishment of the monarchy (45-50). The
connecting feature of these four epochsisthat in none of themwas God' s presence limited to any particular place. On
the contrary, the God of the Old Testament was the living God, a God on the move and on the march, who was always
calling his people out to fresh adventures, and always accompanying and directing themasthey went. (Stott, p.130-
131)
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Study Ten
The Church Moves Out
Acts 8:1-40

The words change and church usudly don't fit together. Epecidly when things are going

well. Think of thefirst saven chapters of Acts. The church is growing, fellowship and worship

appear to be both a priority and an enjoyable feature of church life. The pastord gt&ff, by any
messure, ISimpressive
(Peter isthe preacher and
John isthe youth director).
With a church like thiswho
needs change?

What is happening to the
church? How isthe church
changing? Think back to
Acts 1.8.

But you will

receive power

when the Holy
Soirit comes on you; and you will be my witnessesin Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

Read 8:1-40. Herethe churchisfulfilling Jesus mandate to the disciplesin away that the
disciples would never have anticipated.

Stephen’ s execution proved to be the catalyst for great persecution. The beginning of
chapter 8 showsthe cost of discipleship for the early church. Luke notes that Saul, who will
later turn to Christ and spend his life turning the world to Christ, approved of Stephen’s
execution. At this point, Saul is busy trying to destroy the church. The Greek word denotes
brutal and sadistic cruelty. It isused of a wild boar ravaging a vineyard into which he
had broken, and of a wild animal savaging a body. (Barclay, p. 64) The persecution was
S0 intense that the church literdly fled Jerusdem and looked for more peaceful surroundings.

Here, again, we see the radica nature of New Testament faith. When Satan begins this third
wave of persecution on the church there is no reference to believers going back on their
commitment to Jesus. They leave homes, friends, employment and flee Jerusalem. Chridtis
more important than these things.
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We as0 seein these verses how God uses adversity to accomplish his purposes. The church
was enjoying rich felowship, great teaching (imagine passing around tapes of Peter’s sermongl)
and marvelous homegroups. God uses the work of Satan to spread the good news of His
kingdom!

Think about the trgectory of your own live. Think of the blessings you have experienced and
the bumps in the road of life which you have encountered. Has God used adversity in your life
to accomplish his purposes? Share this with your homegroup.

How would your view of your faith be affected if you had to leave Santa Barbara because of
persecution?

What was the result of the scattering of the church?
Verses 5-25 show Philip evangdizing the Samaritans.

It is hard for us to conceive the boldness of the step Philip took in preaching the gospel
to Samaritans. For the hogtility between Jews and Samaritans had lasted about a
thousand years. It began with the break-up of the monarchy in the tenth century BC
when ten tribes defected, making Samariatheir capitd, and only two tribes remained
loyd to Jerusdem. It became steadily worse when Samariawas captured by Assyria
in 722 BC, thousands of its inhabitants were deported, and the country was re-
populated by foreigners. . . Not till the fourth century BC, however did the Samaritan
schism harden, with the building of ther riva temple on Mount Gerizim and their
repudiation of dl Old Testament Scripture except the Pentateuch. The Samaritans
were despised by the Jews as hybrids in both race and rdligion, as both heretics and
schismatics. (Stott, p. 147)

Philip’ s encounter with Simon the sorcerer shows the triumph of the Gospd over the powers
which impressed the Samaritansin a certain city. Simon was able, under the power of Satan,
to perform miracles and was given the name Great Power.1 Notice the conflict between
Jesus and Simon: they followed Simon (vs. 11), But when they believed Philip, they were
baptized. .. Simon himsdf beievesand is baptized. What takes place later in the chapter
indicates that Smon’s belief and baptism is not saving faith but away, from Smon's
perspective, to gain more impressve power.

I9mon. .. playsan extraordinary rolein early Chrigtian literature. In post-apogtolic times heis depicted as the father
of the Gnositc heresies. Justin Martyr tells how by his magic power he secured a following of devotees not only in
Samaria but in Rome, to which he went in the reign of Claudius. In the apocryphal Acts of Peter we aretold how he
corrupted the Chrigtiansin Rome by his fal se teaching and made the authoritiesill-disposed towardsthem . . (Bruce,
p. 178)
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Before we learn of Smon'sfdl, Luke tells of an important vigit from the gpostles who il
resdein Jerusaem (8:14-17). Read these verses. What happens when the apostles arrive for
avigt with the Samarians?

Many groups (Catholics, Pentecostals and some Charismatics) use these verses to prove that
becoming a Chrigtian is atwo-stage event. Roman Catholics see the first stage as baptism
followed by the confirmation by a bishop. Some Pentecostal and some Charismeatic groups
see theses verses teaching a two-stage development of Chrigtian faith. They claim bdlief in
Chrigt and the baptism of the Holy Spirit are separate events.!

The key question when gpproaching thistext isthis: |s the two-stage Samaritan experience
to beregarded as the normfor Christian initiation?

To this question we need to give a negative answer. . . because what
happened in Samaria diverged from the plain and genera teaching of the apostles.
Initiation into Chrigt, according to the New Testament, is a Single stage experience, in
which we repent, believe, are baptized and receive both the forgiveness of sinsand the
gift of the Holy Spirit, after which by the indwelling power of the Spirit we grow into
Chrigtian maturity. During this period of growth there may indeed be many deeper,
fuller, richer experiences of God; it is the insstence on a two-stage stereotype which
we should rgect. (Stott, p. 154)

The delay of the gift of the Holy Spirit should be understood as God' s demonstration to the
apostles from Jerusalem that Samaritans had truly been included in the blessings of the
Messiah. From ahigtorical-cultura perspective we see God patching up a conflict that was
about one thousand years old. Samaritans and Jews are worshipping the same Chrigt!

We see this same stuation in Acts 10. While Peter is preaching, the Holy Spirit fills his Gentile
listeners (people worse than Samaritansin the Jewish mind)! He isimpressed and asks those
present, Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have! (Acts 10:46-47). That Peter would ask such a
guestion is testimony to the revolutionary nature of faith in Christ. The Samaritans and now the
Gentiles (cdled dogs by the Jaws) are included in the gospe!!

IThese thinkers would also point to Acts 10:44 and Acts 19:1-7 to support their view.
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What has your experience of the Holy Spirit been like? Do you associate the Holy Spirit with
“warm fuzzies’ or do you understand the Holy Spirit to be a subtle presence and influence in
your life? Isthe Holy Spirit aforce or aperson? Can you back up your answer with
Scripture?

Have you had times in your Chritian life when the Holy Spirit seemed especidly near to you?
What is your rdaionship with the Holy Spirit right now?

What can you do to enhance the minidiry of the Holy Spirit in your life?

Simon (8:18) seesthisimpressive display of God's power and wantsto buy it! He wants,
again, to increase hisfame and fortune. Peter’ sresponse is swift and strong. Simonis full of
bitterness and captive to sin (8:23).

Verse 25 iswonderful. Peter and John came to Samaria to find out what was going on. They
returned to Jerusalem changed persons. On their way home they were preaching the gospel
in many Samaritan villages. The gospd is bigger than they thought.

Have you had a smilar experience since becoming a Chrigtian? How has your view of the
Chrigtian faith been enlarged since you came to Christ? Have you seen Jesus change people
you never thought would change?

Chapter 8 ends with Philip, the mass evangdist in Samaria, becoming the persona evangdist of
aparticular Ethiopian. The Ethiopian eunuch was probably a convert to Judaism.

He mugt have been one of two things. In those days the world was full of people who
were weary of the many gods and the loose mords of the nations. They cameto
Judaism and there they found the one God and the austere mora standards which gave
life meaning. If they accepted Judaism and were circumcised and took the Law upon
themsdves they were cdled proselytes; and if they did not go that length but continue
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to attend the Jewish synagogues and to read the Jewish scriptures they were caled
God-fearers. (Barclay, p. 70)

Philip finds the Ethiopian reading the book of 1saiah and explains The good news about Jesus.
In one chapter, the gospel spreads from Jerusdlem to Samariaand to Africa. The Holy Spirit
isworking.
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Study Eleven
Saul Seesthe Light
Acts 9:1-31

One of the least dramatic, but most impressive,
conversons of the twentieth century would be
that of C.S. Lewis. Lewisgave up the faith of his
parents as a teenager and was a staunch atheist.
His desire was to not meet God! But God had
other plans. God moved in on Lewisand
changed him forever. Condder Lewis own
description of this event.

| fdt asif | were aman of snow a long

last beginning to melt. The mdting was

garting in my back—drip—drip—drip

and presently trickle—trickle. | rather

didiked the feding. . . You mugt picture

me donein that room in Magadlen, night after night, feding, whenever my mind lifted

even for asecond from my work, the steady, unrdenting approach of Him whom | so

earnestly desired not to meet. That which | greetly feared had at last come upon me.

In the Trinity Term of 1929 | gave in, and admitted that God was God, and knelt and

prayed: perhaps, that night the most dgected and reluctant convert in al England.
Surprised by Joy, p. 228

The most dramatic, but equally reluctant, converson in the Acts period of the church was that
of Saul of Tarsus! Lukeissoimpressed with Saul’s conversion that he includes three versons
of the event in the book of Acts (9:1-31; 22:3-21 and 26:1-32). Thefirs of theseistoldin
Luke swords and the second two are told by Paul as he defends himsdf.

Read each of these accounts. Why do you think Luke spends this much time on Saul’s
converson? What differences can you find in the three accounts?

1saul of Tarsusisthe Hebrew name of the man Christians usual ly refer to as Paul. Paul was his Greek name
and was used more frequently after his conversion because he was ministering to Gentiles. Wewill use
both namesin this study.
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Acts9 Acts 22 Acts 26

Saul was thoroughly Jewish. Hetells the Philippian church that he was circumcised the
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews;
astothelawa Pharisee. .. (Phil. 3:6). He was educated at the feet of Gamaliel the
famous rabbi who we met in chapter 5. Gamdid was agreet lover of the law of God. Inthe
Mishnah, a collection of Jewish writings, we read, When Rabban Gamaliel the elder died,
the glory of the Torah (the law) ceased, and purity and ‘ separateness’ died. Saul was
trained as ayoung boy to love the Old Testament Scriptures.!

Paul began his rdaionship with Chrigt’s church asiits persecutor. 1n 9:1 we find him breathing
out murderous threats against the Lord’ s disciples. In 8:1 we observed Saul giving
gpprova to the desth of Stephen, the church’sfirst martyr. Paul’s murderous activity against
the church would shape his sdlf-image and worldview for the duration of hislife. Hewritesto
the Corinthians, | am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an
apostle, because | persecuted the church of God (I Cor. 15:9). He refreshes the memory of
the readers of hisletter to Galdtia, . . . you have heard of my previous way of lifein
Judaism, how | violently persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. When the
Judean churches heard of Paul’s conversion they were shocked. The man who formerly
persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy!

When we read of Paul’s former way of lifewe don’t understand how he could be so evil.
How could the man who would eventualy plant churches dl over the Roman world, suffer in
prison because of hisfaith, and write thirteen letters of the New Testament do such things?

it isfascinati ng that Paul, after his conversion, says so many negative things about the law (consider
Romans 7 or Galatians 3). Here we find a Pharisee who, while formerly convinced of hislegalistic
righteousness, came to understand his own inadequacy before God. Hencethe law, as a means of
righteousness was repudiated in Paul’ s thinking. F. F. Bruce shows that Paul’ s change may have been
anticipated in hisrabbinic training. It is possblethat he had been taught that Messiah, when he came, would change
the cusoms or even abrogate the law. There was an ancient Jewish chronological scheme, probably going back
beyond the time of Paul, which divided world history into three ages of two thousand years each - the age of chaos the
age of law (beginning with the revelation to Moses on Snai) and the messianic age. . . Those who accepted this scheme
might well have believed that the validity of the law was but temporary, lasting only to the dawn of the messanic age.

(Bruce, Apodle, p. 70).
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It isimportant to redize that from Paul’ s perspective he was doing the right thingin
persecuting the church. The gpostles were proclaiming that Jesus of Nazareth was the long
expected Messiah. But Jesus had been crucified and a crucified Messiah was a
contradiction in terms. (Bruce, Apostle, p. 71) According to Deuteronomy 21:23 a
hanged man is accursed by God. Jesus did not meet the requirements of amessiah.

A crucified Messah was worse than a contradiction in terms; the very ideawas an
outrageous blasgphemy. In later years Paul acknowledged that in preaching a crucified
Messiah he was preaching something which was “a sumbling block (a skandalon in
Greek) to Jews’ (I Corinthians 1:23). . . [W]hen he wasfirst confronted by people
who publicly affirmed that the crucified Jesus was the Messiah, his course was clear:
they were guilty of blagohemy, and should be dedlt with accordingly. . .

Thelaw and the customs, the ancesiral traditions, and everything that was of
vauein Judaism, were imperilled by the disciples activity and teaching. Herewasa
malignant growth which caled for dragtic surgery. (Bruce, Apostle, p. 71)

Condder vss. 3-9 of Acts 9. Who takestheinitiativein Saul’s converson?

Is Saul forced to become afollower of Jesus? Does he have a choice in this matter?

If we only read Acts 9 we might surmise Paul’ s conversion was sudden and completely
unexpected. However, in 26:14 we have a hint that God was working on Saul long before the
Damascus road experience. Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to
kick against the goads.

Here Jesus likens Paul to an ox that is stubbornly kicking againgt a sharp prodding tool. Jesus,
if we can take theilludration this far, is the pursuing farmer trying to domesticate the animd.
Kicking agoad hurts!

What do you think were the goads in Paul’ s life before coming to Christ? Did his conscience
bother him as he was persecuting the church? Did he inwardly suffer over his approva of
Stephen’s persecution? Did he redlize his Pharisaic righteousness was not redlly pleasing in
God's eyes?

What was your converson like? It probably was not as dramatic as Paul’s, but it was no less
miraculous. Were you resstant to Christ? What led to your yielding to Christ? Were you
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kicking againg any goads? What were they? Spend some time sharing with your homegroup
how you came to know Jesus.

What did Paul think about during hisfirst three days of being a Chrigtian?

Ananiasisn't too sure he wants anything to do with Saul (vs. 13). Hedidn't want to do any
“discipleship” with this pugnacious Pharisee! Have you had asmilar experience? Have you
ever thought, No way. Jesus can’t change that person!?

Bardlay cdls Ananias one of the forgotten heroes of the Christian Church. . . (Barclay, p.
74) Ananias willingnessto risk himself welcomed Paul into the community of believers.

True conversion dways issuesin church membership. Itisnot only that converts must
join the Christian community, but that the Chrigtian community must welcome
converts, epecidly those from different religious, ethnic or socid background. There
isan urgent need for modern Ananiases and Barnabases who overcome their scruples
and hegitations, and teke the initiative to befriend newcomers. (Stott, p. 178)

Have you acted as an Ananias or Barnabas with someone at SBCC? Can you think of
someone you could care for in thisway? Who?

Notice 9:20-22. Doesthisgive usahint asto what Paul was thinking about during those three
days of fasting (vs. 9)? Paul immediately entersloca synagogues and preachesthat Jesusis
the Son of God. Luke adds, Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews
living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ (Messiah). The Greek verb prove
means to bring together severd pieces of information so a person can come to aconclusion.
Paul, apparently, re-thought his vast knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures and re-interpreted
them in light of seeing the light of Jesus as Messiah. Suddenly the Scripture took on an entirely
new meaning for Paul.

Consder the power and the cost of knowing Christ. Paul went to Damascusto arrest
believers. Instead he was “arrested” by Jesus (Phil. 3:12) and had to be led into Damascus as
ablind man. He went to Damascus a proud Pharisee and arrived a penitent, but forgiven
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snner. Paul’s encounter with Jesus cost him his career asarabbi. Everything was changed.
After his stay in Damascus, Paul the persecutor becomes Paul the persecuted. He flees at
night in a basket that islowered through an opening in thewal of the city. Hisflight will end, as
far as Luke s story istold, as a prisoner in Rome waiting to be tried for his loydty to Jesus.
Along the way Paul will be beaten, stoned and |eft for dead, imprisoned and shipwrecked.

William Barclay writes,

The Chrigtian is aman who has ceased to do what he wants to do and who has begun
to do what Jesus Chrigt wants himto do. (Barclay, p. 73)

What has your commitment to Jesus cost you? How have you changed since becoming a
Chrigian? To put it differently, how would you be different if you were not a believer?
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Study Twelve
Peter Seesthe Light Too!
Acts 9:32- 11:18

Where does culture end and the
Chridtian faith begin? In what ways do
believers baptize their culture and then
defend that culture as Christian? For
example, American society values
punctudity, avility, self-sufficiency and
efficiency. The church will often adopt
these cultura values and then read them
back into its understanding of the Bible,
Jesus was a mader of time management.
Jesus endorsed a sound investment
drategy. Paul was a conservative
Republican. Peter wasaMarxist.

AsK a seasoned believer where the verse

iswhich reads, God helps those who
help themselves, and you are likely to get aresponse. Hmm, | think that in Proverbs, no,
Pslams, no it’ s at the end of one of Paul’ sletters. . . Oh, | don't know. Lookitup! But
the phrase ign't found in any trandation of the Bible.

Peter, dong with many Jewish believersin the early church, shared our problem of mixing his
culture with hisfaith. This gpostl€ s culture was thoroughly Jewish. Peter thought Jewish,
worshipped Jewish, ate Jewish. . . Peter was, Jawish. So what about those Gentiles? What if
the Gentiles placed their faith in Jesus as Messah? Would they need to become Jewish?
Would they have to obey the ceremonia Law of Moses? Would they participate in temple
worship?

With the conversion of Saul, the church enjoyed a time of peace and continued to grow in
numbers (9:31). Luke s narrative leaves Paul in Jerusdem and concentrates on Peter from
9:32-12:25. In these chapters Peter performs miracles (9:32-42), proclaims the gospd to
Cornelius who becomes the first Gentile believer (10:1-11:18) and spends some moretimein
prison (12:1-25).1 After chapter 12, Paul becomes the centrd figurein Luke s story. But firdt,
Luke wants to show that the incluson of Gentiles into the church was the direct result of God's

Istott writes of these three sections of Acts, Each may be seen as a confrontation—with disease and death, with
Gentile alienation and with palitical tyranny. Moreover, in each case conflict gave place to victory—the cure of Aeneas
the resuscitation of Tabitha, the conversion of Corndlius, and the removal of Herod. (Stott, p. 181)
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initiation through Peter (the gpostle to the Jews). Those in the firg-century church who wished
to drive awedge between Paul and Peter would get no help from the book of Acts.t

Read these verses and concentrate on 10:1-11:18.

What stands out as you read these verses? Does the attitude of the early church surprise you?

What questions do you have of these verses? What is unclear?

In order to gppreciate the shocking nature of this story to the early church we must understand
the nature of JawisV/Gentile rdlations. Religious Jaws wanted nothing to do with Gentiles.
Stott clarifies:

It isdifficult for us to grasp the impassable gulf which yawned in those days between
the Jews on the one hand and the Gentiles (indluding God-fearers) on the other. Not
that the Old Testament itsalf countenanced such adivide. On the contrary, dongside
its oracles againg the hodtile nations, it affirmed that God had a purpose for them. By
choosing and blessng one family, he intended to bless dl the families of the earth. . .
Thetragedy was that Isradl twisted the doctrine of eection into one of favouritiam,
became filled with racia pride and hatred, despised Gentiles as ‘dogs’, and devel oped
traditions which kept them apart. (Stott, p. 185)2

Jews would never enter a Gentile home nor would they dlow a Gentile to enter their home.
They would not accept hospitdity from a Gentile because Gentiles failed to tithe (If Gentiles
rob God, how can | accept this gift from them?). When Peter enters the home of Corndius
in Caesarea he reminds the Roman centurion that to do so isagainst our law. This, agan, is
not the law of the Old Testament but the law of Jewish tradition.

IThe importance of this event is emphasi zed by the space L uke devotesto the story. He spends 66 verses
on the conversion of Cornelius.

2 The Jew had an immense contempt for the Gentile. The Gentiles, said the Jews, were created by God to be
fuel for thefires of Hell. God, they said, loves only Israel of all the nations that He had made. The best of
the serpents crush, they said, the best of the Gentileskill. It was not even lawful to render help to a Gentile
mother in her hour of sorest need, for that would simply be to bring another Gentile into theworld. . . . The
barrier between them was absolute. If a Jewish boy married aGentile girl, or if aJewish girl married a Gentile
boy, the funeral of that Jewish boy or girl was carried out. Such contact with a Gentile was the equival ent
of death. (Ephesians Barclay, p. 125)
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Corndius was adignitary and a God-fearing man. Luke tdls usthat he was generous with the
poor and devoted to prayer. Most likely Cornelius did not become afull Jewish proselyte
(cf. Study Ten, p. 51).

While Corndlius was praying, God in avision, tells him to send a delegation to Joppa to find
and summon Peter. About 21 hours later Peter is praying at noon and hasavison.!

Inthevison Peter istold to kill and eat. Peter protests and the vision is repeated two times.
The Spirit comesto Peter and telshim Do not to hesitate to go with the three men who are
downgtairs. The Greek word trandated hesitate could be trandated making no distinction.
Peter isto welcome these Gentiles without distinction. He invites them into his home to rest
before the journey back to Caesareathe following day. Peter has seen the light; in Chrigt recid
barriers (and culturd barriers) are broken down.

Thewak from Joppa to Caesarea takes about 9 hours. What do you think Peter thought
about during thiswak? What do you think the unlikely delegation of ten talked about?2
Notice the two extremesto avoid in 10:25-29. No individua should be worshipped (Stand
up, I amonly a man. . .) and no individua should be seen asinferior (God has shown me
that | should not call any man impure or unclean.).

Are you tempted to either of these extremes as you interact with others. Do you have a
tendency to hero worship? Areyou racidly prgudiced? What will help you change this area
of your outlook?

Re-read vs. 34-43. Here we have another brief summary of one of Peter’s sermons. It isthis
sermon that causes scholars to peculate that most of Peter’s sermons originally contained an
ord presentation of what we know of as the Gospel of Mark.

In scope and emphags, the account is much like the portrayd of Jesus minigry in
Mark’s Gospdl. 1t begins with John the Baptist, moves on to Jesus anointing with the
Holy Spirit, refersto Jesus many acts of divine power in Galileg, dludesto his
continued minigtry throughout Palestine and in Jerusalem, stresses his crucifixion, and

Ipeter is staying at the home of Simon the tanner. Thismay be ahint that Peter is beginning to make the
same deductions that Stephen made about the implications of the gospel. Tanners worked with dead
animals and would have been regarded asundean by devout Jews.

2The group consisted of three men from Joppa, Peter and six others who went to witness the encounter
with Cornelius (cf. 11:12). The number of withesses may be significant. Barclay points out that in Egyptian
law seven witnesses were necessary to establish a case completely. So Peter isin effect saying,” | amnot
arguing with you. | amtdling you the facts and of these factsthere are seven witnesses. The caseis proved.”
(Barclay, p. 92)
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concludes with a declaration of his resurrection and its verification by his gppearances
to chosen followers. (Longenecker, p. 393)
Notice how Peter’ s understanding of the gospe is being expanded.

| now realized how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men
from every nation who fear him and do what isright. (10:34)

How has your understanding of the gospel grown since the time you firg believed?

Peter’s sermon is interrupted (vs. 44) by the Holy Spirit! Gentiles receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. Peter’s contingent is astonished. Peter then asks the question, Can anyone keep these
people from being baptized with water?

Theradicd nature of thisevent in Caesarealis felt when we read on through chapter 11. When
Peter’ s ministry becomes known in Jerusdlem heis criticized and must go to Jerusdem to
defend his practices. Jewish Christians were facing a new phase in their understanding of what
took place at Pentecost. Fir st, Jesus was the Messiah of Jawsonly. Then, in Acts 8
Samaritans are included in the blessing (along with an Ethiopian). Now the fina barrier has
been crossed. Gentiles are worshipping Jesus as Messiah. “Now Peter, surely you have gone
too far!” The Jewsin Jerusalem took issue with Peter and asked him to defend his practice:
You entered a house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.

When Peter tdlls the story of what happened his critics were silenced (vs. 18).

Nothing could be said to counter Peter’s argument. God had acted and clearly shown
Hiswill. That He had bestowed His blessing on Gentiles, giving them the change of
heart and mind which resultsin eternd life, was a matter for wonder and praise. Their
criticism ceased; their worship began. (Bruce, p. 236)

One of the grest lessons of this section of Actsisthat of the unity of the church. Paul makes
this same point in Ephesians 2:11-21. Read this. What doesit add to Luke s story?

How has this section of Acts chalenged your understanding of your faith? Respond to the
following statement by John Stott:

The fundamental emphasis of the Cornelius story is that, since God does not make
digtinctionsin his new society, we have no liberty to make them ether. Y, tragic asit
is, the church has never learned irrevocably the truth of its own unity or of the equality
of itsmembersin Chrigt. Even Peter himsdlf, despite the fourfold divine witness he had
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recaived, later had a bad lgpse in Antioch, withdrew from fellowship with believing
Gentiles, and had to be publicly opposed by Paul (Gd. 2:11ff.). . . All such
discrimination is inexcusable even in non-Chrigtian society; in the Chrigtian community it
isboth an obcenity (because offendve to human dignity) and a blasphemy (because
offengve to God who accepts without discrimination al who repent and believe). Like
Peter, we have to learn that * God does not show favouritism’ (10:34). (Stott, p. 197)

STUDIESIN ACTS PAGE 67



GIEIUIRIROL IR AL

PAGE 68 STUDIESIN ACTS



EXPANSION AND PERSECUTION

Study Thirteen
Expansion and Per secution
Acts11:19-12:25

Luke will devote the second haf (chapters 13-28)
to the reception the Gentiles gave the Gospe
throughout the Roman world. Paul, accordingly,
comes to center stage while Peter fades from the
scene. Before making this trangtion, however,
Luke shows that the church is expanding rapidly
and enduring more and more intense persecution.

We might outline our text asfollows:

1. The northward expansion of the church
from Jerusdem to Antioch (11:19-30).

2. Theintengfied persecution of believers
under thereign of Herod Agrippal (12:1-
25).

Asyou read the first section redlize that the church
isnot only expanding geographicaly. We see dso the cultura extension of the church. Some
of the scattered believers take the message to the Greeks al so, telling them the good news
about the Lord Jesus.l When the Jeruslem church hears about what God isdoing in
Antioch? they send Barnabasto investigate. He saw evidence of the grace of God.
Barnabas goes to Tarsusto find Saul and the two of them spend a year nurturing the young
beieversin Antioch.

In verse 26 Luke adds a footnote that is perhaps more significant for modern readers of Acts
than it was for those who originaly read the book. The disciples were first called Christians
in Antioch. The name Christian will only gppear two more times in the New Testament (Acts
26:28, | Peter 4:16) but it became the most popular name to describe the followers of Christ
throughout the church’s history.

ITranglations vary widely. The Good News Bible reads Gentiles, the KJV reads Grecians and the Simple
English Bible reads, simply, non-Jens. The problem comes from avariant in the Greek textswe have. The
context, however, seemsto clear up the problem. The Gospel isbeing preached to a new group of people,
i.e., non-Jews.

ZAntioch was an extremely cosmopolitan city. Its population (estimated at about 500,000) was primarily
Greek but included Jews, Persians, Indians and Chinese. Josephus called it the third city of the empirebehind
Rome and Alexandria.
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Although Jewish Chrigtians could stay under the protective umbrela of the
“freedom of religion” that the Roman government had granted the Jews, with the influx
of Gentilesinto the church the Chrigtians had to distinguish themsdves from the Jews
and assume a new name. (Kistemaker, p. 423)

L uke uses other names to denote those who placed their faith in Christ. What aspect of the life
of abdiever do these names highlight?

disciples (6:1)

sants (9:13)

brethren (1:16; 9:30)
those being saved (2:47)
people of the Way (9:2)

What names do you use to describe your relationship with Jesus? Why?

In chapter 12 the time of peace enjoyed by the church since the conversion of Paul comesto
an abrupt hat. Herod Agrippal (born 10 B.C.) wasthe grandson of Herod the Grest (the
Herod who tried to kill Jesus when he was an infant, Matt. 2:1ff.). Herod Agrippal, by virtue
of his grandmother, claimed to be Jawish. Accordingly he worshipped in the temple and during
the Feast of Tabernacles he was permitted to read a passage from the Law in public worship.
His reception by the Jews increased his power in Jerusalem and assured his position in the
Roman empire. His pogrom againg the church seems to be a caculated measure to insure his
politica pogtion. After killing James (vs. 2) he saw that this pleased the Jews and had Peter
arrested.

Thiswave of persecution must have seemed devastating to the church for its two key leaders
were taken by the authorities and one of them, at least, would not be coming back.

It isinteresting that Luke mentions the fact that thistime of persecution took place during the
Feast of Unleavened Bread (also called Passover during New Testament times). During this
feast Jews made their bread without yeast (unleavened bread). They aso purged yeast from
their homes during thisfestival. Thiswas a symbol of purging Sn from the community.

Underganding this dlows usto see the irony in Peter’ simprisonment. The Jews may have fet
that they were purging the yeast of Peter’s preaching once and for al. In redity they are
gtanding againgt the plan of God. Peter, on the other hand, experiences true deliverance from
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his bondage which is very much like what the Jaws experienced in the origind passover
(Exodus 12).

Peter was held in what we would cal a*maximum security” prison. Heis guarded by 16
soldiers and two of them are physicaly chained to him.

Wheat do we learn about prayer from this story? Think about vs. 5 and vs. 15 together. Did
the church have faith that God would answer their prayers?

Chapter 12 ends with the death of Herod and Luke' s assurance that persecution will not halt
the cause of Chrigt: But the word of God continued to increase and spread.

Luke sdescription of Herod' s desth may seem dtartling, even fanciful. Interestingly, however,
Josephus, an higtorian of the firgt century, described Herod' s degth in asmilar manner.
Josephus notes that the people praised Herod as a god when the sun illuminated his cloak.

Straightway hisflatterers raised their voices from various directions— though hardly for
his own good—addressing him as agod. May you be propitiousto us,” they added,
“and if we have hitherto feared you as a man, yet henceforth we agree that you
are more than mortal in your being. Theking did not rebuke them nor did he rgect
their flattery asimpious. (cited in Kistemaker, p. 446)

Josephus adds that Herod died five days later after asevere pain . . . arosein his belly.

L uke and Josephus seem to be giving two descriptions of the same event. Intestind worms
were (and are) acommon problem in the Middle East. Rendle Short, formerly a professor of
surgery at Bristol Universty, notes that worms can form attight bal and cause acute intestinal
obstruction that can lead to death (The Bible and Modern Medicine, 1955).1

Think back through the past thirteen weeks of study in the book of Acts.

What have you learned about the church?

10ther interpreters think Luke has appendicitisin mind.
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What have you learned about God? Has your gratitude to God and your passion
for God been enhanced during your study of Acts? In what ways?

Has your Chridian life been chalenged? In what ways?

How have you grown (or regressed) in your relationship to Christ during the past
few months?
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Study 14: Paul’sFirst Journey Acts13-14
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Luke s book, Acts, takes an aorupt turn in chapter thirteen. Up to this point Peter has
occupied most of Luke s narrative. Through Peter’s ministry the Gospel was well received in
Jerusdem and was, predominantly, a Jewish faith. Now Luke will show his friend Theophilus
that the church expanded, through Paul, throughout the Gentile world.
Paul, dong with Barnabas and his cousin John Mark (13:5), leaves Antioch and begins his
career as an itinerant missionary. Note Paul’ s pattern of ministry. We find it as soon as he and
Barnabas land on Cyprus. Paul first preaches the gospe in the loca Jewish synagogue to
establish an audience in the town heisvisting. This method was advantageous for severd
reasons.

1. Paul had a degp concern for Jews to trust Jesus as Messiah (cf. Romans 9:1-5).

2. There were Gentile proselytes in the Jewish synagogues.

3. Synagogues were accustomed to alowing visiting rabbis the opportunity to teach.
Read Acts 13-14. Look in the back of your Bible for amap of Paul’sjourney. Follow aong

asyou read. Geography can be fun! Make abroad, general outline as you read. What stands
out? Which of Paul’s missonary methods surprise you? Why?

Notice (vs. 1) theinternationa and interracial character of the church in Antioch.
Barnabas was a Jawish Levite from Cyprus (Acts 4:36).

Simeon was probably a black man from Africa and possibly ‘ Simon of Cyrene€ who
carried Jesus cross (Luke 23:26).

Luciusof Cyrene was from North Africa

Manaen was either arelative or aclose friend of Herod Antipas (son of Herod the
Great).

Saul, was a Jew who formerly persecuted the church.

IThe transition should come as no surprise: Asa skillful author Luke has prepared his readers by describing the
spread of the gospd through Sephen’ s preaching to Hellenigtic Jews in Jerusalem, the scattering of Chrigtians through
persecution with resultant expansion of the Chritian witness, Philip's evangdlizing Samaria and converting the
Ethiopian eunuch, Saul’s (Paul’s) preaching in Damascus and to Hellenistsin Jerusalem, Peter’ s going to Lydda and
Joppa and to Caesarea, where he converted a houssful of Gentiles, and the spread of Chrigtianity to Antioch in Syria.
(Gundry, p. 221)
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Re-read verses 2-4. Who sends Paul and Barnabas? Isit the Holy Spirit or the church?
Consider Stott’s thoughts on this question:

Would it not be true to say both that the Spirit sent them out, by instructing the church to do so,
and that the church sent them out, having been directed by the Spirit to do so? This balance will
be a healthy corrective to opposite extremes. Thefirst isthe tendency to individualism, by which
a Christian claims direct personal guidance by the Spirit without any reference to the church. The
second is the tendency toinstitutionalism, by which all decision-making is done by the church
without any reference to the Spirit. (Stott, p. 218)

How do you go about making decisons regarding ministry? Would you listen to your church if
that body of believers sensed that the Holy Spirit was leading you in a particular direction?
What would you do, on the other hand, if you felt acal to do such-and-such and your church
did not share your enthusasm?

The firgt stop for Paul and Barnabas is on the idand of Cyprus (13:4-12). Paul is entering non-
Jewish territory and after 13:9 Luke will only use Paul’s Greek name and drop his Jewish name
Saul.

In 13:13 Luke notes that John left the missionary party and returned to Jerusdlem. We are not
told why he deserted his friends but the incident would prove divisive when Paul prepared for
his second missonary journey. Paul and Barnabas part company over the question of taking
aong John Mark (cf. 15:36. . .).

Read Paul’ sfirst recorded sermon (13:16-41). How isthis sermon similar to Peter’s sermon
and to Stephen’s sermon? Inwhat waysisit unique? Try to outline (briefly) this sermon.

Notice how God is the subject of mogt of the verbsin vss. 16-25! Isragl’ s history and our
sdvation are contingent on God' swork.

How does Paul understand the death and resurrection of Jesus? What is Paul’ s purposein
including the Old Testament quotations?

Observe the apped Paul makes at the end of his sermon (vss. 38-41). It contains a succinct
presentation of Paul’s gospe message. What Paul develops fully in his letters to the Romans
and the Gaatians we find here in abbreviated form:

Forgiveness of Sns comes through Jesus,

through faith

PAGE 76 STUDIESIN ACTS



PAUL’SFIRST JOURNEY

judtification comes, not from observing the law, but,
through Jesus.

It is no wonder that Luther wrote in the preface to his commentary on the book of Acts
(1533):

It should be noted that by this book St. L uke teaches the whole of Christendom . . . that the true
and chief article of Christian doctrineisthis: We must all be justified alone by faith in Jesus Christ,
without any contribution from the law or help from our works. This doctrineisthe chief intention
of the book and the author’ s principal reason for writing it. (from Luther’s Works, vol. 35, p. 363)

Verse 48 again shows that salvation is God' s work and not ours. “All who were appointed for
eternd life believed.” F. F. Bruce saysthat the verb carries the notion of being “enrolled for
eternd life in the records of heaven.” (Bruce p. 283)

Certainly those who have believed in Jesus and received eternal life from him all ascribe the credit
to God’ s grace, not to their own merit. The conversein not so, however. Itissignificant that in
this very passage those who rejected the gospel are regarded as have done so deliberately,
because they did not ‘ consider [themselves] worthy of eternal life’ (46). (Stott, p. 228)

Theincident in Lystra (14:8 ff.) issSmilar to what we saw in Acts 3 when Peter and John
hedled alame man in the Temple. In each case aman is miraculoudy enabled to walk and the
crowd hegps adulation on those who performed the miracle. Both Peter and Paul resist the
temptation to power and point to the one who redly has the power to heal, Jesus.

Paul sharply contradicts the crowd' s interpretation of the miracle and uses their
misunderstanding to challenge the people sworship of idols. We are bringing you good
news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made
heaven and earth and everything in them. (14:15)

The people of Lystrawere Greeks who worshipped the pantheon of Greek gods. Paul cdls
theseidols“worthless” What are the worthlessidols of American life? Of your life? Have
you come to see these idols as truly worthless?

Notice Paul’ s view of God' s grace. It extends to people and cultures that do not acknowledge
him. God has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and cropsin their seasons,
he provides you with plenty of food and fills your heartswith joy. (14:17)

After Paul was stoned and left for dead (did Paul think back to Stephen’s execution during this
ordeal?) he had the courage to go back into the city.
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Luke ends his discusson of Paul’ sfirg journey with abrief description of hisreturn trip to
Antioch and the report that Paul and Barnabas gave to their home church.

Luke' s summary of Paul’s travels teaches us something about the early churches which Paul
planted. Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for themin each church and, with prayer
and fasting, committed them to the Lord in whom they had put their trust. (14:23)

We noticethat it { |eadership} was both local and plural - local in that the elders were chosen from
within the congregation, not imposed from without, and plural in that the familiar modern pattern
of ‘one pastor one church’ was simply unknown. Instead, there was a pastoral team, whichis
likely to have included (depending on the size of the church) full-time and part-time ministers, paid
and voluntary workers, preshyters, deacons and deaconesses. (Stott, p. 236)
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Study 15: The Jerusalem Council Acts15:1-35

From one vantage point Acts 15 records the third most important event in the New Testament
(who knows what the fourth is2). The most important event in the New Testament is, of
course, the death and resurrection of Jesus. It was here that God provided atonement for Sin
and ushered in the new age of the kingdom. Pentecost could be viewed as the second most
important event of the New Testament. On thisday (Acts 2) God's Spirit was poured out on
his people in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy and as aresult of what Jesus did on the
cross. In Acts 15 the church came together to decide, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
what it redly meant to be afollower of Jesus. Aswe have seen in this sudy, the early church
was a firg, entirely Jewish in compostion.

One of the big issues facing the early church was the ethnic/culturd question, “How Jewish is
Chridtianity?’ In the beginning dl believers were Jewish and they undoubtedly understood their
new faith as an extension of their Judaism. Suddenly, to everyone' s surprise, Samaritans (Acts
8) and Gentiles (Acts 10) were becoming Christians too? “How do we treat these fellow
Chrigians?’ “If they worship our Messiah shouldn’t they adopt our cussoms?’ Findly, “Does
aman have to be circumcised in order to be saved?’

This last question was paramount. Asthe drizzle of Gentile converts became aflood during
Paul’ s missionary journey, there were some who were concerned that Gentiles were being
admitted to the fellowship on the basis of baptism done without therite of circumcision. These
people were becoming Christians but not becoming Jews.

Read Acts 15:1-35. Try to put yoursdf in Peter’sor James shoes asyou read. These men
were leadersin the early church. They had, on one hand, the desire to find a harmonious and
peaceful solution to the dispute. On the other hand, they could not compromise the truth of the

gospel message.
How many separate parties do you see represented in Luke' s account of the council ?

Do you understand why this was such an important question for the church to answer?
Explan.

If you were afirs century Jewish believer, circumcised at birth, how would you have viewed
the debate? Do you think you would have backed Peter and Paul? Or would you have sided
with the Judaizers (vs. 1) or the Pharisees (vs. 5)? Why? How would your personality shape
your views on this issue?

IMost scholars point to Acts 20 as the fourth most important event of the New Testament. Here Eutychus
fell asleep during one of Paul’slonger sermons. The event has been comforting to preachers and sleepers
aikefor thelast 2000 years.
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Look at Peter’s speech in verses 7-11. How does he argue? What are his main points?
Congder the same questions for James speech invss. 13-21.

James says (vs. 19) It is my judgement, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for
the Gentiles who are turning to God. The NEB trandates this, impose no irksome
restrictions on the Gentiles. . . Does the American Evangdlica church “impose irksome
redrictions?” What is your experience in this area? Have you had “ excess baggage” added to

the Gospd ?

Note: James urges abgtinence from
1. food polluted by idols,
2. sexud immordlity,
2. mest of drangled animas and

3. blood (vs. 20).
Each of these requests for abstinence probably comes from James' desire for the Gentile
church not to offend, needlesdy, the Jewish church. Jamesis asking Gentile believersto be
sengtive to Jewish law asrecorded in Leviticus 17 and 18. Longenecker darifies:

These prohibitions have often been viewed as a compromise between two warring parties, which
nullified the effect of James's earlier words and made the decision of the Jerusalem Council
unacceptableto Paul. But in reality they should be viewed not as dealing with the principial issue
of the council but as meeting certain practical concerns; not as being primarily theological but
more sociological in nature; not as divine ordinances before God but as concessionsto the
scruples of othersfor the sake of harmony within the church and the continuance of the Jewish
Christian mission. . . . To sum up, we may say that two types of “necessary” questions were
raised at the Jerusalem Council. The first had to do with the theological necessity of circumcision
and the Jewish law for salvation, and that was rejected. The second had to do with the practical
necessity of Gentile Christians abstaining from certain practices for the sake of Jewish-Gentile
fellowship within the church and for the sake of the Jewish Christian mission . . . (Longenecker p.

448)1

IThe difficulty with Longenecker’ sinterpretation liesin James' inclusion of sexual immorality. Thisdoesn’t
sound like a Jewish scrupple but rather atimeless moral principle that is certainly operative for Gentile
converts. The Greek word used here isporneia por nhia. F.F. Bruce writes, The prohibition of fornication,
understood generally, is of course an ethical prohibition . . . but the word may be used herein a more Specialized sense,
(continued next page)
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In other words, Gentile believers were to make every effort not to offend their Jewish brothers
and sgtersin Chrig for the sake of unity.

Arethere any activities you fed you should avoid for smilar reasons? Just about anything you
do will offend someone. Some eastern European Chrigtians are offended when they see
American Chrigtians wearing jewedry. Some Christians from America are offended when they
see European Chrigtians drinking wine. Our sister church in Honduras believes, generdly, that
going to the moviesis “worldly,” and therefore wrong. Some Chrigtiansin our country don't
believe it is appropriate for women to wear pants (dresses only). What should we do? In
what areas should we abgtain for the sake of unity?

Read Romans 14 for help on this question. What is Paul’ s view of the above question?
Redlize here Paul istalking about the question of meat that has been sacrificed to idols and
pagan rdigious holidays. What indghts to you learn from this chapter?

Paul writes his own account of the Jerusdlem Council in Gaatians 2:1-10. Reed these verses.
What do they add to your understanding of the council? How does Paul’ s persondlity differ
from Peter’s?

The decison of the Jerusdlem Council was monumentd. “When one consders the Stuation of
the Jerusalem church in A.D. 49, the decision reached by the Jerusalem Chrigtians must be
consdered one of the boldest and most magnanimous in the annas of church history.”
(Longenecker, p. 450) Think about it. This new messianic movement that was getting off to a
tremendous dart is now dienating itsalf from its Jewish roots. This decision would forever
antagonize those Jaws who disagreed. From this point on Christians were increasingly on their

of marriage within degrees of blood rdationship or affinity forbidden by the legidation of Lev. 18. (Bruce p. 315). If
thisrecondruction is correct, then all four requested abstentions related to ceremonial lawslaid down in Leviticus 17
and 18, and three of them concerned dietary matters which could inhibit Jewish-Gentile common meals. To abgtain
would be a courteous and temporary (although in some circumstances ‘ necessary’, 28, RSV) concession to Jewish
consciences, once circumcision had been declared unnecessary, and S0 the truth of the gospel had been secured and the
principle of equality established. (Stott, p. 250)
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own. They would no longer enjoy protection from Roman persecution by being viewed asa
Jewish sect. The church will, from this point on, face rough times.

Chapter 15 contains Peter’ s last gppearance in Acts. Luke will now focus his attention entirely
on Paul and his missonary efforts.
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Study 15: Paul’s Second Journey Acts 15:36-18:22
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Aswelook at this comparatively lengthy section of Acts (it takes about 10-12 minutes to read)
try to get afed for the missonary dyle of Paul and Silas. What wastherr life like? Doesit
surprise you to find history’ s greatest missionary working for aliving as he travels?

It would seem that Paul has amissonary dsrategy. On hisfirg journey he established churches
in two Roman provinces (Cyprus and Gdatia). On the second journey, after he vidts the
churches of Galatia (Derbe, Lystra, Iconium and Antioch), Paul branches out and established
churches in Macedonia and Achaia (both provinces are in Greece). When they vist Ephesus
on the way home they touch the province of Asa. Interestingly they establish churchesin the
capitd city of each province (Thessalonicain Macedonia, Corinth in Achaiaand Ephesusin
Asa). Paul isachurch planting pioneer. After histhird journey he writesto the Roman
church, But now there is no more place for me to work in these regions, and since | have
been longing for many yearsto see you, | plan to do so when | go to Spain (Rom. 15:23).

Take afew minutes and read these verses. Look in the back of your Bible for amap of Paul’s
journeys. Follow dong if you have such amap. Remember, geography isfun. Congder the
following outlineas you read:

1. Paul re-visits the churches established in Gaatia during the firgt journey: 15:26-16:5.

2. Paul in Macedonia: 16:6-17:5.

3. Paul in Athens. 17:6-34.

4. Paul from Corinth to Jerusdem and Antioch: 18:1-22.

Notes:

16:11 Condgder the higtorica turning point contained in thisverse. Thisisthefirg time the
Gospd has been taken to the Western world. Eventually Europe would be thought
of asthe center of Chrigtianity.

16:13 A Jewish synagogue had to have at least ten men in regular attendance. If ten men were
not available a“place of prayer” was designated for Jewish worship. Paul and Silas
go to this place of prayer and the church of Philippi begins with the converson of
Lydia. It appearsthat the church began to meet in her home (16:40).

16:33 Notice how baptism is the immediate outward response to believing faith.

17:1-4 Here we encounter Paul doing what he did best. Asan Old Testament scholar Paull
spent histeaching time in the synagogue * explaining and proving that the Messiah
had to suffer and rise fromthe dead.” Then Paul moves to the message of Jesus.
“This Jesus is the Messiah.”

STUDIESIN ACTS PAGE 85



EXPANSION AND PERSECUTION

17:13 Thisverse shows the hatred of the Jawsin Thessaonicatoward Paul. Bereais about
fifty miles southwest of Thessalonica; along journey just to “agitate the crowds.”

17:16 Paul waitsfor Slas, Timothy (and Luke?) in Athens. Athens was the most prominent of
citiesin the Greek world. By Paul’ stime Athens had about ten thousand residents
(Thessalonica had about two hundred thousand). Nevertheless, Athenswasrichin
history and heritage. It wasthe intellectual and culturd center of the Roman world.1

18:1 Corinth was acity about the Sze of Thessalonica. It was amajor segport and trade
center. Its cosmopolitan nature aong with its prosperity led to prolific immordity.
Corinth was the center for the worship of Aphrodite. Her temple employed 1000
progtitutes night and day. Sexud promiscuity was o prominent in Corinth thet the
city name was turned in to a verb (to Corinthianize) which referred to the sex act.

18:2 Aquilaand Priscillaplay aprominent role in the New Testament. Paul works with them
as ateam in the years to come.

Rom. 16:3 Greet Priscillaand Aquila, my felow workersin Chrigt Jesus.

1Cor. 16:19 Thechurchesin the province of Asa send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you
warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.

2Tim. 419 Great Priscilla and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus.

Paul says ayear and a hdf in Corinth and thus begins his relationship with a church
which caused him greet anxiety.

| Corinthians (and parts of 11 Corinthians) portrays a church that was deeply infected
with gn.

18:18 Thisverse shows that Paul remained thoroughly Jewish as he evangelized Gentilesin
Corinth. Luke is probably explaining a Nazarite vow which involved abstinence from
cutting one's hair and from drinking alcohal. At the end of the period of abstinence
Paul’s hair would have been cut and burned as a symbol of salf-consecration to
God. Paul isnot bound by law, but heis free to practice the law in the context of
God'sgrace. Note Acts 21:20-25. Paul may be taking this vow to make a point
with his Jawish adversaries.

For Discussion:

16:17 Does the content of the demon possessed girl’ s words surprise you?

1The Romans conquered Athensin 146 B. C.
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16:25 Paul and Silas have been severely beaten yet they are praying and snging. Would you
be snging if you had this experience? What was the source of their joy? Consder
Acts 5:41 and Colossians 1:24.

17:11 Here we find the Bereans searching the Scriptures (our Old Testament) to “see if what
Paul said wastrue.” Areyou “searching the Scriptures’ to confirm the truth of
your faith? What happens when you read the Bible? Does it strengthen your faith?

17:16 Paul has afew days (?) donein Athens. Heisimpressed by neither the beautiful
artwork nor the architecture. Luke tells usthat Paul was “greatly distressed”
because the city was “ full of idols.”

The adjective Luke uses occurs nowhere elsein the New Testament, and has not been found in
any other Greek literature. Although most English versionsrender it ‘full of idols’, the idea
conveyed seemsto be that the city was ‘under’ them. We might say that it was ‘ smothered with
idols' or ‘swamped’ by them. (Stott, p. 277)

Therewas alot to see and enjoy in Athenson aculturd level. What was it in Paul
that gave him the spiritual insght to ‘see’ theidols? Are you sengtive to the idolatry of
Santa Barbara? If not, how can you gain the spiritud sengtivity Paul exhibited?

Luke tellsus Paul was* greatly distressed” . The verb only occurs herein the New
Testament. It originaly had medica associations with epileptic seizures. It meant to
‘irritate, provoke, rouse to anger.” When you see the world you live in what effect
doesit have on you? Areyou moved to respond? Consider John Stott’s comments
onthisverse

... the pain which Paul felt in Athens was due neither to bad temper, not to pity for the
Athenians’ ignorance, nor even to fear for their eternal salvation. It was due rather to his
abhorrence of idolatry, which aroused within him deep stirrings of jealousy for the Name of God,
as he saw human beings so depraved as to be giving to idols the honour and glory which were
dueto the one, living and true God alone. (Stott, p. 279)

17:22-31 Re-read and think about Paul’s sermon. Here we find Paul facing a non-Jewish
audience. How isthis sermon different from Paul’ s other sermonsin Acts? What is
the difference in Paul's method of persuason? How isthis sermon similar to other
presentations of the Gospel in Acts?
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Aswe share our faith in the 1990’ s what method should we use? Are we sharing the
Gospd with people in the synagogue (17:17)? After dl, our country has theological
roots that are Judeo-Chrigtian. Americaisincreasngly secular as a society.

Are we sharing the Gospe with Epicurians and Stoics (17:18)?

Think through this section as asingle unit. What impression has it made on you? What have
you learned about the Chrigtian life from these chapters?
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Study 17: Paul’s Third Journey Acts18:23-19:41

This section of our study opens with Paul “spending some time in Antioch” . Then Paul
begins his third missonary journey when he sats out for Ephesus which is about fifteen hundred
miles west of Antioch.

Read Acts 18:23-28.

Between Paul’ s vidt to Ephesus on his second journey (18:19-21) and hisreturn to that city
during histhird journey (19:1 ff.), Apollos came to Ephesus. Apollosisawell educated man
from Alexandria, Egypt. What does Luke tell us about Apollosin 18:25? Look for five or sx
characteristics.

Luke notes that the teaching of Apollosis*accurate’, but incomplete because he knew only
the baptism of John the Baptist. This story of Apollos setsthe stage for Paul’ s arrivd in
Ephesus described in Acts 19.

Read Acts 19:1-7. What do you make of this story? Were these Jews followers of Jesus

before Paul’ s arrivd or were they disciples of John the Baptist? Does this chapter indicate that
the Holy Spirit isgiven to an individud some time after that person believes?

Consder the thoughts of Michadl Greenin hisstudy | Bdievein the Holy Spirit:

The word (disciples) to be sure usually denotes Christians, and Paul clearly mistook them for
Christians. But he soon found out his mistake. They seemed to possess none of the marks of the
Spirit'sindwelling. So he asked them, nat, as the Authorized Version rather carelessly put it,
“Have your received the Holy Ghost sinceyebeieved?’, as if the Greeks warranted some great
space between their belief and their reception of the Spirit; but, “Have you believed and received
the Holy Spirit?’ -the participle “believing” being contemporaneous with their receiving. . . The
passage goes on to make it crystal clear that these disciples were in no sense Christians. They
were followers of John the Baptist, baptized by him (v. 3) who had then made their way hundreds
of miles north-west to Ephesus. (pp. 134-135)

The answer of the 12 disciplesto Paul istelling. We have not even heard that the Holy
Soirit has been given. John's preaching was full of prophetic pointers to the coming of the
Holy Spirit. This group of twelve distiplesis, interestingly, living in the old covenant &fter the
new covenant had arrived. They wereignorant of how the Holy Spirit had been poured out at
Pentecost.

“Inaword, they were still living in the Old Testament which culminated with John the Baptist.
They understood neither that the new age had been ushered in by Jesus, nor that those who
believein him and are baptized into him receive the distinctive blessing of the new age, the
indwelling Spirit.” (Stott, p. 304)
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We know that Paul’s ministry in Ephesus lasted about three years (cf. Acts 20:31). Lukeis,
obvioudy, very succinct in his account of Paul’stimein Ephesus. Read Acts 19:8-41. Asyou
read the rest of this brief chapter notice how Luke presents Paul’s ministry. The name of Jesus
ishedin high honor. The forces of Satan are being defested.

The story of the saven sons of Sceva shows the superiority of the new covenant over the old.
This story, to some extent, illustrates what happened to the twelve disciples in Ephesus when
Paul arrived.

Some Jews in the first century used magica names and incantations to perform exorcisms of
evil spirits. Such practice was popular in Ephesus. The seven sons of Sceva found anew
name which, they thought, would yield them more power over demons. The response of the
demons is both humorous and ingructive; Jesus | know and Paul | know, but who are you?

Notice the result of this misuse of the name of Jesusinvss. 17ff. Verse 19isdriking! A
drachmawas about a day’ s wage for aworker! Repentance and belief were very expensive.

Chapter 19 ends with astory of ariot caused by Demetrius, a slversmith and, perhaps, head
of the guild for that year. When we read the story carefully we might ask, “Why did Luke
include thisin his gory of the early church?” Marshdl explains.

The opposition to Paul which arose in Ephesus was like that in Philippi in springing from pagan
sources. To the charge that Paul wasinterfering with the vested interests of those who made their
living from idolatry was added the accusation that he was striking at pagan religion itself. The
incident, as Luke relates, expresses the wide effects of the Christian mission, and also brings out
the arbitrariness and confusion of the opposition which had no clearly concerted plan of action. . .
The story isin effect a statement that Christians do not constitute a danger to the state and aplea
that they be treated with toleration in apluralistic society. . . (Marshall, p. 314)

In our last two studies we have seen something of Paul’s missonary methodology in
evangeism. Remember that Paul stayed in Corinth for over ayear and ahdf (18:11) and for
about three yearsin Ephesus. Respond to the following statement by John Stott. How should
our evangdigtic/missionary methods be affected by what we have learned about Paul? How
are you persondly chalenged by Paul’ s example?

When we contrast much contemporary evangelism with Paul’s, its shallowness isimmediately
shown up. Our evangelism tendsto be too ecclesiastical (inviting people to church), whereas
Paul also took the gospel out into the secular world; too emotional (appealsfor decision without
an adequate basis of understanding), whereas Paul taught, reasoned and tried to persuade; and
too superficial (making brief encounters and expecting quick results), whereas Paul stayed in
Corinth and Ephesus for five years, faithfully sowing gospel seed and in duetime reaping a
harvest. (Stott, p. 314)
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Study 18: From Ephesusto Jerusalem Acts 20:1-21:26
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We learned in 19:21 that Paul had his eyes sat on going to Rome. We know from his letter to
the Romans (Romans 15:23-24) that he eventudly desires to go to Spain and establish
churchesthere. He fedshiswork in AsaMinor isfinished (. . .there is no more place for me
towork in theseregions. . .). But Paul must firg travel to Jerusalem to give areport to James
and the Jerusdem church regardingwhat God had done among the Gentiles. . . (21:19) and
to deliver the monetary gifts he has collected for the impoverished believersin the area.

Read these verses. Trave with Paul as he drawsto aclosethis eraof hislife. What do you
think he was fedling as he made hisway to Jerusdlem?! What questions do you have of these
verses? What speaks to you personaly?

Notes:

20:7-12 When Paul minigersin Troas we glean a picture of what worship was like for the
early church. Notice what stands out. Worship was on thefirst day of the week
(Sunday)2. Worship centered around the word preached (Paul’ s sermon that
was a bit too long for Eutychus) and the breaking of breed, which is,
communion. “What builds up the church more than anything e se is the ministry
of God' sword as it comes to us through Scripture and Sacrament, audibly and
vighly, in declaration and drama.” (Stott, p. 321).

Does the corporate worship of Santa Barbara Community Church follow this pattern?

Do you take serioudy your role in corporate worship? What does this mean for you? Do you
pray for SBCC sworship?

IThere seemsto be adesire on Luke's part to draw out the similarities of Paul’ s life with the life of Jesus.
Both Paul and Jesus 1. travel to Jerusalem with other disciples, 2. are opposed by fellow Jews who plot
against their lives, 3. realize that they are going to suffer in Jeursalem, 4. declare their willingness to suffer
and refuse to take another way, 5. submit to the will of God rather than their own wills. John Stott notes,
Even if some of these details are not to be pressad, Luke surely intends his readersto envisage Paul asfollowing in his
Mader’ s footsteps when he ‘ steadfastly set hisfaceto goto Jerusalem.” (Stott, p. 315)

2Thisisthe earliest reference to Sunday worship of Christians. Before thistime we have seen the church at
worship either daily or on the Sabbath in the Synagogue or the Temple.
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Do you prepare to share the word with the church? Do you see your presence in the church
as an act of worship? Do you attempt to give God the adoration that is His due?

What could we do to enhance our worship together? Are we on target or should we make
some changes?

20:13-38 Thisis one of the more touching portions of the New Testament. Those who think
Paul was a*“cold hearted” and sometimes harsh Christian missonary should read
this section of Acts. Here Paul travels to Miletus and gathers the elders of the
church of Ephesusto say goodbye. Interestingly, thisisthe only speechin Acts
that is made to other believers. Accordingly the tone of Paul’swords are warm
and endearing.1

What do you learn about Paul and his relationship with the church of Ephesus
from these verses? |syour experience of church life smilar to Paul’ swith
regard to intimacy?

20:29 Paul sees the church as aflock of sheep threstened by hungry wolves. The
metaphor of wolves refers not to persecution from the world but to fase teachers
from within (Even from your own number) who would distort the gospd. Paul
cals the pastors of the church to be protective shepherds. Notice that the
shepherds are supposed to guard themselves and then protect the flock. Correct
doctrine is highly important!

20:32 Paul commits the Ephesian edersto the word of hisgrace. The phraseisa
synonym for the gospdl, thet is, the message that life isfound in Jesusthe
Messiah. Look at thisverse. What istheword of his grace able to accomplish
inour lives? Compare this verse with the words of Jesusto Paul in Acts 26:16-
18. Thisisasuccinct and marvelous description of what it means to become a
Chrigian. Onapracticd leve how hasthisword of grace shaped your life?

INoticein this section how the leadership of the church of Ephesusisreferred to as‘elders’ (v. 17),
‘pastors’ (v. 28) and ‘overseers' (v. 28). Itisobviousthat al three termsrefer to the same people. Theterm
pastor isthe most general and refers to shepherding the sheep of the flock. ‘Elder’ isaterm borrowed from
the Jewish synagogue while ‘overseer’ isaterm borrowed from Greek forms of leadership (cf. Stott, p. 323).
Stott points out, Thereisno hiblical warrant either for the one-man-band (a single pastor playing all the instruments
of the orchestra himself) or for a hierarchical or pyramidal structurein the local church (a single pastor perched at the
apex of the pyramid). It isbetter to think of them (pastors) as a team, some perhaps with the oversight of house-
churches, but otherswith pecialist ministries according to their gifts, and all sharing the pastoral care of Chrigt’s
flock. We need today to recover this concept of a pastoral teamin the church.
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Chapter 21:1-17 tdls the story of Paul’s journey to Jerusdlem. It presentsto the reader a
problem with regard to the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of abdiever. 1n 20:22-23 Paul
dates that heis going to Jerusalem compelled by the Spirit. When Paul landsin Tyrein 21:3
he iswarned through the Spirit that he should not go on to Jerusalem. Then Paul recelves
another warning in 21:11.

Kistemaker explains.

Isthere a contradiction between the revel ations Paul received from the Holy Spirit and those
which the believersin Tyre obtained? No, not at all. The Christiansin Tyre heard the Holy Spirit
say that Paul would meet adversities, but they did not understand the purpose of Paul’ s future
suffering. Conversely, Paul understood the warnings as confirmation that “he must suffer for [the
Lord s] name” (9:16). He considered these divine revelations to be symbols of God' s grace
designed to prepare him for the immediate future. (Kistemaker, p. 745)

Verses 17-27 show the harmony of Paul’s ministry with the ministry of the Jerusalem church.
Luke points out that when Paul arrived in Jerusalam he was received warmly.

Notice the chalenge James and the Jerusdem church makesto Paul (vss. 20 ff.). They want
Paul to prove that he is not againg the law of Moses by taking a Jewish vow of purification.®
This proved to be wise council because when the vow was dmost fulfilled Paul is charged
with teaching all men everywhere against our people and our law and this place (the
temple).

it is certain that in Jerusalem, of all places, hewould live as a practising Jew, if only out of congstency with his
declared palicy, to “ give no offence to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God” and to “ try to please all menin
everything | do, not seeking my own advantage but that of the many, that they may be saved” (I Corinthians 10:32f.).
Therewerefew “ Greeks’ in Jerusalem, but both the Jews and the church of God in that city would be scandalized if he
failed to observe the customs” . (Bruce, Apostle, p. 347)

STUDIESIN ACTS PAGE 95



EXPANSION AND PERSECUTION

Study 19: Paul Under Arrest! Acts21:27-26:32

In this study we are going to enjoy Luke s story-telling abilities.  Luke takes histime with this
period of Paul’slife. Hisreport makesfor great and exciting reading. John Stott explains:

... Luke depicts the reaction to the gospel of two communities - of the Jewswho were
increasingly hostileto it, and of the Romans who were consistently friendly toit. The two themes
of Jewish opposition and Roman justice are interwoven in Luke’ s narrative, with the Christian
apostle caught between them, the victim of the one and the beneficiary of the other. (Stott, p. 336)

Look for these two themes as you read through this section of Acts.

Paul arrivesin Jerusdem afree man. Heleavesfor Rome afew years later aprisoner. These
chapterstd| the story of Paul’ s arrest, his five defenses (before the people, the Sanhedrin,
Fix, Festus and King Herod Agrippall) and his departure for Rome.

Keep apencil in hand asyou read. Make alist of those verses that speak directly to you.
There are numerous presentations of the gospd in these chapters. What excitesyou? Whét is
confusing? Share these things with your homegroup. Enjoy the text.

Notes and questionsfor discussion:

21:28-29 What are the two charges made against Paul ?

How would you summarize Paul’ s defense? Does he claim to have given up his Judaism?

22:22 Notice the culmination of Paul’ s defense to the mob in Jerusdlem. When they hear that
Paul has been sent to the Gentiles they are outraged and want to kill him. The
reaction shows the deep hatred of Jews for Gentiles. 1t aso pointsto the radica
nature of Paul’s message. Jews allowed Gentiles to become converts to Judaism
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but Paul was teaching Gentiles that they could know God without becoming
Jewish. Thiswas blagphemy in their minds.

23:1-3 Ananiasthe high priest did not enjoy a good reputation. He was known for stedling
tithes intended for the regular priesthood, violence, an opulent lifestyle and his
dlegiance to Rome. Paul has a harsh reply to Ananias’ order to strike Paul on
the mouth. To cdl Ananias awhitewashed wall wasto cdl him,
metaphoricaly, a hypocrite.

23:6 ff. Paul isclever in hisdefense. He turns the inquisitors on each other by bring up the
issue of the resurrection. Again the Romans come to Paul’ s rescue.

23:26 Felix wasthe governor of Judea, a Roman province. He, we will see, was a corrupt
man who wanted to make some money from Paul’ s predicament. Felix delays
Paul’ strid for two years hoping for abribe. Before this happens he is replaced
by Festus.

24:14-16 arefascinating verses! Note how little has changed in Paul since his conversion.
Look for four areas of agreement between Paul and his accusers. When Paull
became afollower of Jesus his basic belief sysem was left intact. What has
changed for Paul with regard to his converson?

When you became a Chrigtian what changed? Did your basic world-view
remain unchanged? Did your lifestyle change a greet ded?

25:8 Note Paul’s defense to Festus. He has been loya both as a Roman citizen and as a Jew.

26:24-29 Here we see Paul at hisbest! Though heison trid he does not shrink back from his
accusers. When charged with insanity he responds that his thinking istrue and
reasonable. Then he proceedsto cdl the king to faith in JesusasMessiah. The
next stop is Rome.
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Study 20: From Jerusalem to Rome Acts 27-28
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Luke isamagterful story teller. If we think of both volumes of Luke swork, the Gospd and
Acts, we think of ajourney from Galilee to Jerusdem and then to Rome. One scholar, Floyd
Filsont, cdls this the “journey motif” of Luke. Almost haf of Luke' s gospd concerns Jesus
journey from Gdlilee to Jerusalem and about one-third of Acts describes Paul’s long journey to
Rome (19:21-28:31).

These lagt two chapters provide exciting reading. Luke lets his readersin on the eventud
outcome of Paul’stravelsin 23:11. Here Jesus assures Paul during the beginning of his
imprisonment, Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must
also testify in Rome. Thus Paul isassured of fulfilling one of his remaining life gods and the
reader of Actsis assured of the eventual outcome of Paul’ sjourney to Rome. Nevertheless,
Luke s vivid description of the passage to Rome is harrowing and tense.

Read these chapters and enter into the conclusion of Luke' sstory. Look for a map that you
can follow in the back of your Bible.

Notes and Questions:

27:1 Haenchen caculates that Paul was the most experienced traveller on the ship. He
estimates that Paul had sailed roughly 3500 miles by sea before this voyage.
(Haenchen, p. 716). We are not told where the ship embarked but Caesareais
most likely.

Who are Paul’ stravelling companions? (Hint, there are at least two.)

28:17 ff. When Paul arrivesin Rome his tactics are politicaly sound. He contacts the leaders
of the Jews to see what they know of his case and what their attitude is toward
him. Heredizesthat ther influence could, if desired, negatively affect the
outcome of histria before Caesar. Paul’s query turnsinto evangelism. From
morning till evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom of
God and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and
from the Prophets.

28:30-31 Luke abruptly ends his story here. He leaves Paul in his rented house preaching the
kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus (wouldn't you like to have
stopped by for an evening Bible study???). We are unsure if Paul stood trid
(though we may have ahint in 23:11) or if he was released and made histrip to
Spain. Tradition affirms that Paul was released and rearrested before his
execution in Romein 64 A.D.

Longenecker explains the abrupt ending of Acts. “In seeming to leave his book
unfinished, he was implying that the apogtalic proclamation of the gospd inthe

Ifroman essay in Apostolic History and the Gospel: Biblical and Historical Essays (1970) p. 75.
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first century began agtory that will continue until the consummeation of the
kingdom in Chrigt (Acts 1:11).” (Longenecker, p. 573)

Before reading the comment below consder what Luke istrying to teach hisreadersin these
two chapters. What lesson or lessons do you learn from these chapters?

Now consder the comments of John Stott:

What, then isthe major lesson we are intended to learn from Acts 27 and 28? It concernsthe
providence of God, who ‘works out everything in conformity with the purpose of hiswill’, 1
declares that * no wisdom, no insight, no plan .. can succeed against the Lord’,2 and engineers

even evil ‘for the good of those who love him’.3 This providential activity of God is seen in these
chaptersin two complementary ways, first in bringing Paul to Rome, his desired goal, and
secondly in bringing him there as a prisoner, his undesired condition. It was an unexpected
combination of circumstances. . . Luke intends usto marvel with him over the safe conduct of
Paul to Rome. . . .Circumstance after circumstance seemed cal cul ated to make thisimpossible.
(Stott, p. 402)

Paul ends up in Rome as a prisoner. He probably wondered about his condition. After dl,
God had called him to Spain hadn’'t he? Yet, out of Paul’s Roman imprisonment came four
“prison letters’, three of which are centra to Paul’ s contribution to the New Testament
(Colossans, Ephesans and Philippians).# These letters set forth the great Pauline doctrines of
Chrigt (Colossans and Philippians), and of the church (Ephesians). God was using Paul for
church ministry that would endure for two thousand years.

Can you think of aperiod of your life that you interpreted as atime of adversity and later came
to see asatime that God was using you in away tha you did not understand?

Luke sees God as having sovereign control over the life of Paul. Look at the verses on
providence ligted in the footnotes above. Are you confident in God' s providencein your life?
How have you sensed thisin your past?

1Eph&ei ans1:11.

2Proverbs 21:30; seealso Isaiah 8:10; 54:17.

3Romans 8:28; see also Genesis 50:20.

4pauil also wrote Philemon duri ng his Roman imprisonment.
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Think back over the past twenty weeks of study in Acts. What vaue has this study had in
your own Chrigtian life? Would you recommend Acts to a Christian who has gone ‘flat’ in her

or his Chridtian pilgrimage? Why?

Think of the characters of Acts (Stephen, John, Peter, Paul, Barnabas, Silas, Luke, Lydia,
Pricilla, Aquilla, etc.). If you were one of the charactersin Acts who would you be? Who
would you like to be?
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