| NTRODUCTION

I I I lagl neforamomentthatyouendagroupoffriendsaregoing

to see anew play one Saturday evening. On your way to the theater you run out of gas.
By the time you get aride to the gas sation, refuel and get to the theeter the play is half
way done. Asyou settle into your seets, you struggle to catch up with the plot. The broad
outline of the gory is somewhat familiar, but at this point in the action many of the

details and characters have aready been developed. You fed lost. Why did that person
say that? What did it mean when he defended his honor? Why does he appear to be
angry? Thisis something of what it is like to begin reading 2 Corinthians. We enter the
gory a midpoint, meking it chalenging to fully understand everything thet is transpiring.

While we know of Paul and the church at Corinth, it can seem to the reader that vital
details of the story are either omitted or assumed as common knowledge by the recipients
of thisletter. At timeswe scraich our heads. Who are these * super-apostles’ with whom
Paul seems so upset (2 Cor. 11:5)? Why does Paul, after being so conciliatory earlier in
this letter, now seem o0 upset and sarcagtic (yes, sarcagtic) in chapters 10-13? To what
|etter is he referring in 2 Corinthians 2:4 and what did it say?" Who isthe manwho is
forgiven and what did he do (2 Cor. 2:5-11)? Why does Paul change histravel plans?
Onething isfor sure. 2 Corinthiansisavery different letter from 1 Corinthians and
certain detalls will forever remain obscure.

The apostle Paul’ s rdationship with the church at Corinth was very sormy. At many
points the church was an immature mess. There was an internd faction that challenged
Paul’ s gpogtolic authority and even his own spiritudity! Sin was often rampant in the
congregation. In spite of their carnd propensties, the church at Corinth was arrogant,
naively thinking that they hed “arrived” spiritudly. Paul’ s vidtsto the church were a
times o painful (2 Cor. 2:1; 13:1-2) that the thought of returning for another visit was
aborted (2 Cor. 1:23). The gpostl€ s relationship with this perpetually adolescent church
has been described by scholar Linda Bdlleville as* one of the most complex topicsin
New Testament sudies” Paul’s pastord relationship with the church in Corinth was like
that of afather who loves his unruly children, at times fedls rgected by them, and yet
continues to attempt to lead them to maturity.

Both 1 — 2 Corinthians are pastord |etters written by the founder of the church. Paul’s
relationship with this church took place over a period of seven years and included three
persond vidts and four letters. The church was origindly established on Paul’ s second
missonary journey in the spring of 50 A.D. The gpostle spent roughly 18 monthsin
Corinth at this time to establish the church and then moved on to Jerusdlem and
eventualy to Ephesus where he resided for about two and a half years? Of the four
letters that Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, our Bibles have the second and fourth. 1

! Thisetter, which we no longer have, has come to be known as the “ severe letter,” the “sorrowful letter,”
or the “letter of tears.”
2 Acts 18 — 19 record this period of Paul’slife.
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Corinthians was written from the city of Ephesus while 2 Corinthians was most likely
written from the province of Macedonia (see 2 Cor. 7:5, 8:1, 9:2) in the fall of 56 A.D.

THE CITY OF CORINTH AND THE CHURCH

In 146 B.C. the Roman consul, Lucius Mummius, destroyed Corinth because of the city’s
participation in arevolt againg Rome. The men were killed and the women and children
sold into davery. It was one hundred years later, in 46 B.C., that Julius Caesar rebuilt the
city and populated it with retired soldiers and freed daves. Corinth became aworking
class city that, for the mogt part, lacked an aristocracy. It was a growing, bustling city full
of commercia opportunity. It wasacity that attracted people.

Numbering some 500,000 daves and 200,000 nondaves & its height, Corinth’s
cosmopolitan population was made up of amix of loca Greeks, Orientals
(including alarge number of Jews) and Itdians. Asacomparaively new, thriving
city of the nouvealix riches, it could be compared with urban areas like San
Francisco, Chicago, and Boston and their “yuppie’ populations. (Bdleville, p. 14)

Corinth was drategicaly stuated on a plateau overlooking the |sthmus of Corinth,
standing between the northern and southern parts of the province. It also stood between
the eastern and western sea dtraits. Because of its ability to control both north-south trade
routes and east-west shipping, Corinth became amajor center for industry and trade. It
was in this atmaosphere of abusy, prosperous and transient city that Corinth developed a
well deserved reputation for degeneracy. Accordingly, Aristophanes used aterm that
became well known. To “Corinthianize’ became a euphemism for sexud immordlity.

It isin this context of cosmopolitan heathenism that the Corinthian church was born. It is
no wonder that Paul could say of this group of bdievers, “Neither the sexudly immord
nor idolater nor adulterers nor male progtitutes nor homosexua offenders . . .will inherit
the kingdom of God. And that iswhat some of you were” (1 Cor. 6:9-11, emphass
added). Raph Martin explains the Stuation.

Acts 18:1-11 tdls usthat the church was formed as aresult of Paul’s preaching in
the locd synagogue. Nonetheless, it is probably correct to assume that the
preponderance of the church members were Gentile, converted to Christ from a
pagan milieu. These were caled to be God's people in the “Vanity Fair” of the
Roman Empire. Murphy-O’ Connor writes of Corinth in Paul’s day as“awide-
open boomtown,” comparing it with San Francisco of the gold rush days.
(Martin, p. xxix)

Unfortunatdy, the Corinthian church dl too often looked more like Corinth than the
church of Jesus Chrigt.

Paul’ s most obvious reason for writing this letter isto bring the church doser to himself
and re-establish his gpogtolic authority and their confidence in him. In the process he
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hoped to distance the church from the “ sdf-acclaimed gpostolic meddlers’ who were
attempting to subjugate the church (Bdleville, p. 22). In light of the tenson that existed
between Paul and the church, and the chalenges he faced as an gpodtle, thereisalarge
emphasis on the theme of comfort in the midst of affliction (see 1:3-7, 7:4,7,13). Inthe
firgt nine chapters the noun “comfort” (paraklesis) occurs nine times and the verb
“comfort” (parkaleo) isfound eight times. These reminders of God's comfort are found
in the midst of the afflictions that Paul is experiencing (“afflict” or “affliction” occurs 12
times). While thereisa cost thet accompanies Paul’s ministry as an gpostle, God's
comfort is more than adeguate to compensate for the pain.

Outline
I. Paul Explains his Conduct and Apogtolic Ministry 1—7
[I. The Callection of Money for the Believersin Jerusdlem 8— 9

[11. The Difference Between True and False Apostles 10—13
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STUDY ONE
THE GOD OF COMFORT
2 CORINTHIANS1:1-11

When you think of comfort, what comesto
mind? Possbly Hawaii with its temperate
westher, an air conditioned house on a hot
summer day, waking refreshed after a good
night's deep, ahouse equipped full of modern
appliances and conveniences, or possibly the
security of successful financid investments. In
gpite of the tendons and frudrations of life, you
experience the sense that dl iswell.

After hisinitial gregting Paul begins his|etter to

the church at Corinth with adiscusson of God's

comfort and compassion in the midst of the

tempord suffering that he has experienced. As

we shdl see, the suffering that Paul

experienced, while not aways easy to pinpoint,

was severe. Asaresult, Paul iswell equipped to address the comfort of God for the
sufferings of his people.

Before continuing in this study, read 2 Corinthians 1:1-11. Write down any initid
thoughts that you have as you begin the study of thisletter. Inwhat ways have you
experienced suffering and the comfort of God that Paul describesin these verses? Does
this discussion sound completely foreign to you?

Inverses 1 - 2wefind that Paul begins hisletter in fairly typica fashion. Aswe have
seen in the introduction to this sudy guide, one of Paul’s main concernsin the church at
Corinth was his apostolic authority and leadership. Both were questioned by certain
segments of the church. Thiswas not an easy relaionship. So Paul begins his letter by
asserting that he sees himself as one called by God as an apostle!

LIt isnot unusual for Paul to mention Timothy as a co-author or co-sender as heisin 1 — 2 Thessalonians,

Philippians, and Colossians. Timothy, alongside of Paul, had served the church at Corinth from the

beginning (Acts 18:5) and then, some years later, was sent by Paul from Ephesus back to Corinth for a
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Paul’ s opening section focuses attention on an issue that will preoccupy himin
the remainder of the letter, if in various ways. It isthe question of his gpostolic
authority in the congregeation. Clearly this authority was under fire at Corinth and
was a matter of warm debate. So it isfitting that a the outset Paul should clearly
indicate that such authority as he hasis derived from “the Lord himsdlf” (as 13:10
remarks) and is exercised for the “upbuilding” of the church (10:8; 12:9).
(Martin, p. 4)

Paul beginsin verse 3 by praising God because of his compassion and comfort. This
theme of God' s comfort in the midst of suffering and pain is one of the key themesin 2
Corinthians. The Greek word for “comfort” (paraklesis) means “cadled to one sside to
help.” Itisdso at timestrandated “ to encourage.” The verbisused 18 times and the
noun isused 11 timesin thisletter. In these eeven verses done we find the word
“comfort” eight timesl Think about the issue of suffering and God's comfort in your life.
In thistext, how does Paul say that God comforts us?

All people, at various levels, experience suffering, trids and hardships. How would a
Chrigtian’s experience of “comfort” be different from a non-Christian’ s experience of
“comfort”? How would you explain this difference to someone who didn’'t know God?

Take sometimeto unpack verse 4. If we are troubled and seek the comfort of God in our
livesit often endsthere. What does verse 4 tell us about the corporate nature of comfort
inthelocal church? Is God's comfort to be our persona possession?

Respond to Paul Barnett's statement.

Basic to this process is the sense of sympathy for others evoked by God's comfort
of onedf in afflictions. God's comfort isto stir up compassion leading to the
passing on to others of the comfort of God; it is not to terminate on the receiver.
(Barnett, p. 73)

visit. (1 Cor. 4:17, 16:10). Thisvisit was probably the source of the report back to Paul in Ephesus that
resulted in the “ painful visit.”
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“Triumphdism” is a heresy found in some Christian movements that says you don't have
to suffer in the Christian life> God will protect and ddliver the beiever from dl hardship
and pain. Bdievers are never meant to suffer. The current “Hedth and Wedth”
movement would be an example of thistype of thinking. Many commentators think thet
the immature and overly sdf-confident Corinthian church was guilty of this type of
theology (Fee, Barnett). How does verse 4 say we are comforted? Are we promised
deliverance from the suffering or hdp in the midst of it?

Have you been guilty of any type of “triumphaism” in your Chritian life? How does
our text for this study help?

Attempt to unpack the corporate dimensions of both suffering and comfort that are
addressed in our passage. In light of Paul’ s relationship with the church at Corinth, what
point is hetrying to make? If one person is suffering in your homegroup, how does it
affect everyone ds2? If anindividud is experiencing the comfort of God, how does it
affect the rest of the group? How have you seen this dynamic a work in your
homegroup?

Noticein verse 7 how Paul, who has suffered a great ded, is absolutdy sure of his
“hope’ for himself and for the church at Corinth. Paul uses acommercial or business

term for “firm” tha carries with it the idea of being guaranteed. Barnett points out that,
“Paul does not base his ‘firm hope on sentiment or pious wish, but on God.” (Barnett, p.
79) When you are brought to the edge of despair because of suffering in your life, do you
find thet your “hope’ isfirm? Why? Why not?

! Benny Hinn, for example, writes, The Bible declares that the work was done 2,000 years ago. God is not
going to heal you now—He healed you 2,000 years ago. All you haveto do today is receive your healing
by faith. . . Sickness does not belong to you. It hasno part in the Body of Christ. Sicknes does not belong
to any of us. The Bible declaresif the Word of Godisin our life, there will be health, there will be
healing—divine health and divine healing. There will be no sickness for the saint of God.. . . He promises
to heal all—every one, any, any whatsoever, everything—all our diseases! That means not even a
headache, sinus problem, not even atoothache—nothing! No sickness should come your way. . . God's
greatest desire for the church of Jesus Christ. . . isthat we bein total and perfect health. (Rise and Be
Healed, 1991)
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We are not exactly sure of the sufferings that Paul isreferring to in verses8-9. What is
obvious is that these sufferings were severe. He thought he was going to die. Paul
chronicles some of the hardships that he experienced in 2 Corinthians 11:23-29. Paul
may be referring to the city-wide riot in Ephesus that ended his three year minigtry there
(Acts 19:23-41). Undoubtedly, whatever Paul experienced in his sufferings for Christ are
probably of a different nature than what the average SBCC member will go through.
Avoid comparing your sufferings to the gpostle Paul’ s or, say, to those of Chrigiansin
Sudan. Inwhat ways have your sufferings brought you closer to God?

In verse 9 we find that thereis atremendous blessing that comes with suffering. What is
it?

Commenting on this verse pastor and theologian John Piper says:

Paul does not concede his suffering to the hand of Satan but says God ordained it
for the increase of hisfaith. God knocked the props of life out from under Paul’s
heart 0 that he would have no choice but to fall on God and get his hope from the
promise of the resurrection. (Piper, Let The Nations Be Glad, p. 87)

When you have had the “props of life’” knocked out from under you, how have you
responded to God? How have you found comfort?

Our text for this study ends with arequest for the prayers of the Corinthian church (verse
11). Do you pray for the comfort of those who are suffering or distressed? Spend some
timein your homegroup doing this.
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Sermom Notes, . .
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STUDY TWO
TENSIONSIN CHURCH LIFE
2 CORINTHIANS1:12—2:11

We live in atime when rapid communication and
travel arethe norm. If you want to tell your maother,
who livesin New Y ork, that you love her, you smply
pick up the phone. If you are a busnesswoman
working in Portland, Oregon and are needing to
contact asupplier in Thailand, you can have afax or
e-mall to them in amatter of moments. If you and
your spouse decide on Friday morning that it would
be fun to get away for the weekend, you can board a
planein Santa Barbarain the afternoon and be having
dinner that evening a Fisherman’s Wharf in San
Francisco. It would be no problem to have afull
weekend and till get back for the afternoon service at
SBCC! You can even, if you areredly patient, write
aletter (“snall mail”) and haveit arrive at your

friend’ shousein just afew days. It hasn't dways
been thisway.

In our study of 2 Corinthians we are finding that

Paul’ s rlationship with the church is srained, full of

complications and misunderstandings.
Communication was not easy. Long periods of time would go by before the apostle
could communicate with his church. Paul visted the church on three occasions. Hisfirst
vigt when the church was founded was the longest and lasted 18 months. He wrote the
church four letters, two of which we find in our Bible as 1 — 2 Corinthians (really the 2"
and 4M). This relationship took place over a period of seven years.

Our text for this study can be, at points, very chalenging. We long for more information.
Much is understood between Paul and the church at Corinth that causes the modern
reader to fed left out and in the dark. Paul is seeking to restore the relationship he has
with the Corinthian church. To do this he begins in these verses to explain his motives
for hischangein travel plans and his actions concerning an unnamed man who is under
church discipline. Sowly read thistext severa times. Before going on, try to write your
own outline of these verses. Be ready to share this outline with your homegroup.
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If you could have one question answered that would help clarify these verses for you,
what would it be? (You only get one!) Share these questions as a group.

Now try reading the text again with the following outline asaguide Make note asto
what is becoming clear and what remains unclear.

1:12-17 - Paul defends his changein trave plans.
1:18-22 — Paul gives atheologica defense of hisintegrity.

1:23-2.2 — Paul explains why he changed his plans and did not return to
Corinth.

2:3-4 — Paul explainswhy he wrote a letter instead of returning in person.

2:5-11 — Paul requests a change in action to the man under discipline.

It is obvious from reading the text that Paul was under criticism from some at the church
at Corinth. This, undoubtedly, placed a great strain on their relationship and on Paul’s
leadership. Why does Paul begin his defense with boasting (vs. 12)? What ishe
boasting about?

In our text we find references to letters written (2 Corinthians 1:.13, 2: 3,4, 9) and a
particular “painful” vigt that Paul made to the church (2 Corinthians 2:1). This can tend
to be alittle confusing. Think through this chronology of Paul’ s writings and vidtsto the
Corinthian church. Thiswill be of help for the rest of our study of 2 Corinthians

Stage One — Paul establishes the church and stays for 18 months to teach and
lead (Acts18:1-18).

! Based on an outline from Barnett, pp. 91-132.

2 paul uses the word “boast” often. It occurs 36 timesin Paul’s letters and 29 timesin 1 — 2 Corinthians.
3 scholars have afield day in this area of New Testament studies. Absolute certainty as to details will
elude us.
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Stage Two — Paul writes what is known as the “ previous letter” referred toin 1
Cor. 5:9. We do not have this | etter.

Stage T hr ee — The church writes back in response to the “ previous letter” and
asks questions (1 Cor. 7:1). Paul writes our 1 Corinthiansin response.

Stage Four — The relaionship between Paul and the church deteriorates. This
resultsin the “painful vist” referred to in 2 Cor. 2:1.

Stage Five — Paul returns to Ephesus after the “painful visit” and writeswhét is
known as the “severe Letter” ( 2 Cor. 2:3-4, 7:8).

Stage Six — Paul meets up with Titus somewhere in Macedoniawho brings

news, both good and bad, of the church. Paul now writes our 2
Corinthians.

Any misunderstanding between people can cause red problems. Misunderstandings
between God' s peoplein aloca church can creste havoc in the body. Paul’s changein
travel plans was an opportunity for hurt fegings and confusion.

The news of Paul’ s canceled vigit was not well received a Corinth. They looked
on hiswillingnessto forgo areturn vigt as asgn of afickle person who can say
yes one moment and no the next. (Bdleville, p. 65)

The phrase “worldly manner” of 1:17 (kata sarka) could be trandated “according to the
flesh.” These super spiritua Corinthians may be accusing Paul of making his decisons
without the benefit of the Spirit. Inverse 17 how does Paul respond to the charge of
being unrdiable, lighthearted and “fleshly” in his decision making?

In verses 18-22 Paul develops atheological argument to answer his critics and establish
his credibility and integrity.

Paul is so distressed by this charge and so convinced of his innocence that he
solemnly invokes the unquestionable trustworthiness of God (I Cor. 1:9; cf.
11:10) as guaranteeing and testifying to the condgstency of his message to the
Corinthians. How could the message of afathful God vacillate between a
reassuring “Yes’ and adisconcerting “No” or deliver amessage that was not an
emphatic“Yes'? (Harris, p.324)

! This“severe letter” that Paul composed “out of great distress and anguish of heart and with many tears”
(2 Cor. 2:4) has been identified in several ways. Earlier commentators often thought it was 1 Corinthians.
Some more recent scholars have argued that chapters 10-13 of 2 Corinthians are at least a portion of this
letter. For avariety of reasonsit isbest to seethis “severe letter” as a separate document that has never
been found.

2 The grammatical construction of the two rhetorical questions of verse 17 demand a negative answer.
Hughes translates the verse: “Did | really show fickleness? Of course not! Dol really purpose according
totheflesh? Of coursenot!” (Hughes, p.34)
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In verses 18-22 what does Paul tdl us about God and hiswork in the life of the Chrigian?
Y ou should find at least 4 distinct points (maybe more).

1.

2.

When Paul refers to the Spirit as a“deposit” (arrabon) in verse 22 heisusng a
commercid term. Theideaisof a“firg ingalment” or “down payment.” Eventoday in
modern Greece the word is dill used for the “engagement ring.” (Bdleville, p.68) How
does this word picture give the Christian security in her rdaionship with God? Read
Ephesians 1:13 for additiond ingght.

In 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:4 the discussion returns to why Paul changed his plans and did
not return to Corinth, but instead wrote to them. What reasons does Paul give for not
returning to vist the church at thistime? What ingght does this give you into Paul’s
character?

What lessons can we learn about what at times may be an uneasy relationship between a
gpiritual leader and those being led?

After making reference to his “panful vist” (2:1) and his“severe letter” (2:3-4), Paul
turnsto the issue of the man who is under the discipline of the church. Curiogty causes
us to long for more information! *

Paul now spesks indirectly about the disciplinary problem with which the
Corinthian church had to ded. Theincident itsdf iswell known to the recipients
of the letter, so Paul has no need to be specific. He uses dlusonsthat are

1 Most modern commentators do not think thisis the same man that is disci plined in 1 Corinthians 5.
Interestingly Paul does not mention any Corinthian by namein 2 Corinthians.
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aufficiently clear to the initial readers but lack specificity for al others.
(Kistemaker, p. 76)

What do we learn about church discipline from this text?

We are not told the specific nature of the “punishment” (verse 6) on thisman. What are
some possihilities? Y ou may want to refer back to 1 Corinthians 5.

Paul saysit is now timeto “forgive’” and “comfort” (verse 7) this man who has been
under church discipline. Think practicaly and giveillugtrations of how this could be
doneinasmilar Stuation at SBCC. Look at Gaatians 6:1. Have there been timesin
your life when, having been in the wrong, you have received forgiveness and comfort?

Paul points out that this messy stuation might easly play into the schemes of Satan

(verse 11). The 16" century Reformer, John Calvin, suggests that, “Whenever wefail to
comfort those that are moved to a Sncere confession of their sn, we play into Satan's
hand.” (Kistemaker, p. 79) Why would this be true? How can SBCC avoid alowing
Satan to cause problemsin our body?
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STUDY THREE
UNVEILED FACES
2 CORINTHIANS 2:12—4:6

In 2 Corinthians 2:12-13 we find Paul in
Troas preaching the gospd. Evidently God
had “opened adoor,” that is, made an
opportunity to preach.* Paul had hoped to
find his friend and co-worker Titusin
Troas. Unfortunately, he is so distraught
over not finding Titus that he leaves and
goesto Macedonia. Literaly, verse 13
reads, “I had no rdlief in my spirit.”

Beginning in 2:14 we come to the heart of 2
Corinthians, and itslargest unified section
that eventudly endsin 7:4. In 2:14—7:4,
Paul gives alengthy defense of his ministry
as an gpostle and of the new covenant.
What was the situation that called for such
alengthy and technica response? There
are saverd posshilities. Paul may be

responding to newly arrived intruders to the church at Corinth that were possibly
Judaizers (those who advocated adherence to Old Testament laws). Another option is
that there were some sort of teachers that were dividing and confusing the church. A
third view isthat Paul is addressing long term breaches between himsdf and ingders a
the church. In spite of our less than certain understanding of the Situation at Corinth, this

section isfull of rich gemsfor the Chrigian life.

Whatever the truth about the currents of thought in Corinth at the time —and we
are unlikely to know them with confidence —Paul appears to have constructed
this powerful defense as a statement in itsown right. 1ts gpplicability is not
finally dependent upon our ability to recongtruct the higtorica Stuation. Asinthe
Firg Letter, Paul appears to have alowed the problems of the moment to
gimulate a Spirit-led response of breadth and depth that profoundly transcends
the immediate and now long forgotten circumstances in Corinth, providing

believers and churches from every generation with godly ingtruction and

insoiration. (Barnett, p.144)

! Thisidiom of an “open door” is one that Paul used frequently to describe evangelistic opportunities (e.g.,

1Cor. 16:9, Cdl. 4:3).
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Read 2 Corinthians 2.14—4:6. Yes, itisalittle confusng. Now read it again alittle
moredowly. TheBibleisfull of symbols, smilesand metaphors®  While their
sgnificance is not always easy to discern, they do provide arich way to hep us
understand deep theologicd truths of the Chridtian life. In this section Paul moves
rapidly from one metaphor to the next. Congdering each of these, write down your
initid thoughts, understandings and questions.

Metaphor #1 — “triumphal processon” (2:14)

Metaphor #2 — “fragrance/ aroma’ (2:14-16)

Metaphor #3 — “peddle’ (2:17)

Metaphor #4 — “|etter of recommendation” (3:1-3)

Metaphor #5 — “new covenant” (3:4 ff.)

Metaphor #6 — “Moses and the veil” (3:7-4:6)?

The opening metaphor combines the “triumphal processon” and the “fragrance / aroma’
that accompanies this procession (2:14-16). Inwhat is probably an understatement,
commentator Murray Harris saysthat, “Not al of the details of this picture are to be
pressed.” (Harris, p.332)* Paul ismost likely drawing on the picture of the Roman
“triumphus’ where avictorious generd would lead his troops and captive enemy soldiers
in aparade into the city of Rome and to the temple of Jupiter. Priestswould be a part of
this procession burning incense dong the route. Pastor Warren Wiershe points out that,
“It was their equivadent of the American ‘ticker-tape’ parade.” (Wiershe, p. 32) The
question that we have to ask of the image is where does Paul see himsdlf? Ishe apart of
the victorious army or is he identifying with the captives? Commentators are divided.
However we undergtand this rather complex metaphor, “In the find andysisit is God
who getsthe job done” (Bdleville, p. 82)

L A metaphor isafigure of speech in which something is referred to by a different name or association. For
example, Jesus often refersto people as sheep, and thereby paints aword picture (John 10:3, 15, 27).

2 |n our next study we will encounter one morein this rapid succession of metaphors, “jars of clay” 4:7.

3 One commentator has identified ten distinct understandings by various scholars of this metaphor!
(Barnett, p. 146)
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In 2:15-16 Paul says there are two groups of peoplein the world, “those who are being
saved and those who are perishing.”* Depending on which group you belong to
Chrigians are ether the “smell of deeth” or the “fragrance of life” What doesthis
graphic imagery point to? |Isthere athird option? How does your Chridian life smdll?

In 2:17 we find our third metaphor “peddle” The word “peddl€’ is borrowed from the
busnessworld and carries with it negative connotations of profiting unfairly. This may
be a hint that there were teachers, either insde the church or coming from the outside,
that were atempting to profit from the Corinthian believers.

But it is not getting paid for preaching per sethat istheissue. Paul argues at

length in 1 Corinthians 9 for the right of the itinerant preacher to receve financia
support, even though it was a privilege that he himsdlf forwent. What heis
concerned about is why one preachesthe gospel. The motivation of the many was
money. Like the Sophigts of the day, the maority showed moreinterest in lining
their walets than in preaching the truth. By doing o, they were in effect tregting
God’' s message like so much cheap merchandise. (Belleville, p. 85)

Why do you think Paul was so zedous to preach and share the gospel out of pure
motives? Areyou motivated in asmilar way? Why? Why not?

In 3:1-3 we find the fourth metaphor in our passage, “letter of recommendation.” It was
common in the first century world to carry aletter of recommendation, in much the same
way that today we might present a prospective employer aresume that containsalist of
references.? Evidently Paul’s opponents in Corinth had come with letters of
recommendation. What does Paul say is his|etter of recommendation?

! John Calvin writes, “ This Gospel is preached unto salvation, for that isits real purpose, but only believers
sharein this salvation; for unbelieversit isan occasion of condemnation, but it isthey who make it so.”
(quoted in Kistemaker, p.91) In both the Old and New Testaments God pleads with the unrepentant to
believe and turn to him (Ezek. 18:32, 33:11, 2 Peter 3:9). Itisthe responsibility of the individual to choose
life or death.

2 See Acts18:27. Paul obtained credentials from the High Priest in Jerusalem before he went to the
synagogues of Damascus (Acts 9:2, 22:5).
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Have some fun gpplying this metaphor to your life. If someone were to ask to see your
“goiritud resume’ whom would you ligt as your references? What would their letter of
recommendation say about you?

Our fifth and sixth metaphors, “new covenant” and “Moses and the vell,” overlap (3:4-
4:6) so we will consder them together. 1t can be adifficult section for the modern reader
to undergand. Paul ismoving rapidly and fredy with the images. The background for
these versesis found in Exodus 34:29-35. Read these verses. How doesit hdp darify
the text for you?*

Asyou read 3:4-4:6 write down words and phrases that highlight the differences between
the old covenant and the new covenant.? Compare and contrast. Why is the new covenant
superior to the old covenant?

Old Covenant New Covenant

When someone trugtsin Chrigt, Paul tells us “the vell istaken avay.” What doesthis
mean? How have you experienced this?

! A careful reading reveals that Paul gives details in 2 Corinthians 3:7-4:6 that are not found in the Exodus
account. Asagood rabbi Paul is probably relying on other rabbinic interpretations (midrash) and even
adding his own contributions. “Paul, then, reflects the literary traditions of hisday.” (Kistemaker, p.112)

2« A covenant, simply put, is an agreement into which two parties enter. It can be a bilateral agreement
between equals or a unilateral arrangement where the terms are dictated by one, superior party. God’s
covenants with his people are of the latter kind.” (Belleville, p. 94)

3 If you are finding this difficult going rest assured you are not alone. Alfred Plummer described this
section of 2 Corinthians as a“trackless forest” and Linda Belleville points out that, “ The grammar is at best
tortuous.” (Belleville, p. 100, 102)
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One of the key differences between the old and new covenants is the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit. 1n 3:17 Paul says, “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, thereisfreedom.”* Why isthis the case? How, asanew covenant Christian,
have you experienced the “freedom” talked about in this verse?

In 3:18 Paul points out thet believers are in the process of being “transformed.” What is
this transformation like in your Chrigtian life? What role does the Spirit play in our
transformation?

In4:1-6 it is obvious that the glory of this new covenant has changed Paul and his
minidry. List thewaysin which Paul now functionsin ministry because of this new
covenant.

What have you learned in this sudy? What truths can you apply to your Chridtian life
this week?

! Interpretations of 3:17-18 divide over the issue of who the “Lord” isreferring to, the Father or Christ.
Paul is often fluid in hislanguage when he talks about the Spirit and Christ. Compare Romans 8:9, 1
Corinthians 2:6-16.
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STUDY FOUR
LIVING IN TENTS
2 CORINTHIANS4: 7—5:10

Welivein aculture where thereis
tremendous preoccupation with our
bodies, our hedth and our looks. Gold's
Gyms on every corner, amulti-million
dollar cosmetic industry, constant
shopping for “just the right” clothes,
vitamins, and a fascination with beautiful
people dl point to our nationa obsession.
If you don't like how you look, you can
nip it, tuck it, suck it, or augment it.
Losing your hair? Try Rogainel Don't
like the color of your hair? The options
arelimitless. (I have been advised by the
femae members of my extended family to
treed lightly here!) In 2 Corinthians 4:7—
5:10 Paul reminds us that dl of this effort on the externd sdlf will eventudly cometo
nathing.

Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day
by day (2 Corinthians 4:16)

Read 2 Corinthians 4:7—5:10. Thetext divides nicdly into two parts® In4:7-18 the
people of God are likened to “jars of clay” (4:7), and then in 5:1-10 we are told that we
livein“tents’ (5:1). Before going on in this sudy write down your initia thoughts and
guestions.

Clay pottery was extensvely used for the common functions of lifein biblica times. It
was not a cogtly materid or difficult to work with. Clay was the materid of the common
person and was used in every household for utilitarian purposes. In 4:7 Paul isdrawing a
sharp contrast between the vessel and the treasure. What is Paul’ s point? What is this
picture of a“treasure’ in “jars of clay” intended to show?

! The chapters and verses that we have in our Bibles were not originally there. They were added at alater
date for clarity and convenience. Stephen Langton added chapter divisionsin the thirteenth century and
Stephanus, a sixteenth century printer, added the verse divisions. They were, however, based on
interpretive decisions and therefore not always correct. Gordon Fee callsthe 2 Corinthians 4:1 break one
of the most unfortunate in the New Testament. He believesthe break should be at the end of 4:6. (Fee,
Regent College, May, 1997).
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Chrigianswill frequently complain of their lack of giftedness, tents or abilitiesto
function as minigters for Christ. What doesthis verse (4:7) have to say to those
Chrigtians who may fed inadequate? What type of container does God use to carry his
“treasure’ ?*

Paul now continues his discussion with a description of the hardships he has experienced

for the sake of the gospd. Paul does this often (see 1 Cor. 4:11-13, 2 Cor. 1:8-10, 6:4-10,
11:23-27, 12:10). In 4:8-9 we find four vivid pictures of the advergties he has

experienced. Fill in the blank how each of these trids are qudified.

“We are hard pressed on every sde”

“perplexed”

“persecuted”

“struck down”

In 4:10-18 Paul sounds victorious in spite of his hardships and tridds®> What makes a
person put up with alife of hardship and trouble? Why is Paul motivated to spesk out
and preach even though there are serious personal consequences?

Linda Bdleville points out thet this entire section which highlights suffering and
hardships, poses difficulties for modern women and men. Respond to her statement:

L “While the human body might initially come to mind as the clay pot in which the treasure of the gospel
has been placed, it is the human being and not the body per sethat isin view here.” (Belleville, p. 120)
2 |n 2 Corinthians 4:13 Paul gives arather cryptic quotation from Psalm 116:10. Kistemaker says, “The

reason for the quotation is that Paul identifies completely with the psalmist. He meditates on the thoughts

on life and death expressed in this psalm. Both he and the psalmist have the same spirit of faithin God. He
can say with the psalmist, ‘| believed, therefore | have spoken.’” (Kistemaker, p. 153)
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“Thisis ahard message for the twentieth- century mindset. We like to be in control of our
circumstances and operate from a position of strength.” (Bdleville, p. 123)

Aswe have dready seenin our firgt study, the Corinthians were guilty of some type of
“triumphdism”, the belief that Christians are free from any type of pain and suffering.
“The Corinthians, like many Christians today, believed that adversity was inconsstent
with the Spirit-filled Chrigtian life, let done the gospd minisry.” (Beleville, p. 123)
Paul, while not a“triumphdigt,” is obvioudy living triumphantly. What engbled Paul to
live this victorious life in spite of pain and hardship? The difficulties we encounter in life
are mogt often of a different type and for different reesons. They areno lessred. How
areyou living like Paul in the midst of pain and suffering that you experience?

Why isit that Paul did not “lose heart” (4:16-18) in spite of the fact that he saw his
physica body wasting away?

It is obvious thet in these verses (4:16-18) Paul has afuture orientation and an eternd
perspective!  Warren Wiersbe says that, “Paul was writing with eternity’ svauesin
view.” (Wiersbe, p. 53) What spiritud truths enabled Paul to have this type of
perspective? Do you have this same view of life and the future? Do the scriptures below
add anything to your understanding of 2 Corinthians 4.7-187?

Romans 8:22-25

Colossans 3:1-2
In 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 Paul uses a series of three metaphors to discuss the Chrigtian's
hope after desth. Examine these metaphors. How do they help illuminate the hope we

have of resurrection and transformation??

“tent” p earthly”

12 Corinthians 4:7—5:10 has often been understood in terms of Greek dualism, that separates the physical
outer body from theinner soul. Thistype of thinking, however, has no place in Paul’ s thought. Harris
points out that what we havein thistextis “. .. acontrast between what is now seen by mortals and what is
as yet hidden from mortal gaze, rather than the Platonic antithesis of the real andtheideal or a

philosophical distinction between the visible and theinvisible. Paul is not repudiating any interest in the
visibleworld.” (Harris, p. 345)

2 |t isimportant to remember that the Corinthians who are reading this letter have also read 1 Corinthians

15. Thisisnot new information for them but rather areiteration of themesthat are familiar.
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“buildng” —___y-'from God"
“clothed” p With our heavenly dwelling”

Metaphors are ingtructive and can greetly enhance our ability to draw a picture with
words. They can aso be confusing. Try to paragphrase the ideas in this portion of
Scripture with straight smple language. Be ready to read it to your homegroup.

In 5:2-4 Paul tells ustha he “groans’ and hasa“longing” for something. What isit that
heislooking forward to experiencing?

A surface reading may lead a person to think that Paul longs to be free from the physica
body. Murray Harris gives us some help.

Paul’ s sghing did not stem from a desire to become permanently disembodied but
from an intense longing to take up residence in his“ heavenly dwelling.” Paul
sought liberation only from the imperfection of presert embodiment, from the
“bondage to decay,” not from any and every form of corporedity. After al, itis
to Paul that Chrigtian theology owes the doctrine of the “ spiritua body” 1 Cor.
15: 35-49. (Harris, p. 347)

Paul was groaning for glory. He longed to see Jesus and be clothed with his new and
glorified body. How does alonging for glory manifes itsdlf in your life?

What does 5:5 say isthe ultimate purpose of the Chrigtian?

What does 5.5 say is the guarantee of the future for the Chrigtian? The key word in this
verseisarrabon, which, as we learned earlier, is taken from the business community and
is used of adown payment or pledge that a transaction will be completed.
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Our Scripture for this sudy ends with avery confident apostle Paul. In spite of
hardships, sufferings and the possibility of death, Paul is“aways confident” (5:6). Why
is Paul so confident?

Thelast versein our study, 5:10, dicits many questions. Paul is not referring to the last
judgement when dl of humanity will be judged.! What judgement isthis? Who isbeing
judged? When does this judgement happen?

Paul’ sintention is to remind the Corinthians that &l who serve Chrigt will have to
give an account of what they have accomplished for the Lord, not how they have
increased their own reputation. (Belleville, p. 142)

Do you find this encouraging or discouraging to your Chrigtian life? Why?

How should the teaching that you have looked at in this study affect the way you live
your lifeasaChrigian in thisworld? Doesthis chapter’ s perspective on life encourage
you or discourage you? Why?

L Paul is not teaching that we earn our salvation by good works. We are saved by God' s grace (Eph. 2:8-9).
John Calvin, the 16™ century reformer, said of this verse, “Having thus received usin hisfavor He
graciously accepts our works also, and it is upon this acceptance that the reward depends.” (quoted in
Kistemaker, p. 181)
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STUDY FIVE
RECONCILED TO GOoD!
2 CORINTHIANS5:11—6:2

It is easy for human beings to get into arguments, disagreements, or misunderstandings
that create animosity and distance us from one another. When friends, spouses, co-
workers and roommates are at odds with each other we say that they need to be
reconciled. Their relationship needs to be repaired. The Bible teaches that becauise of
our rebellion and Sn we have been separated from fellowship with God. The heart of the
text in 2 Corinthians 5:11- 6:2 ded s with the great theme of God reconciling usto himsdlf
and how we in turn have been given atask of announcing to the world that this
reconciligtion is available to everyone.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2 severa
times. Write down your thoughts
making note of whet is clear and what is
unclear asyou read.

In 5:11-15 Paul discusses what
motivated him to ministry. What
reasons for Paul’s motivation do you
find in these verses?

What isthis“fear” of the Lord that Paul spesksof in 5:11? Should “fear” of the Lord be
amoativation to be involved in God' swork (ministry)?

He does not have in mind a reverence for the Lord—that is taken for granted (1
Peter 1:17)—but a holy fear that relates to the judgement seat of Chrigt (v.10). He
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is not speaking about overwheming dread but rather about reverent fear of divine
judgement. (Kistemaker, p. 183)

Aswe have seen in our study of 2 Corinthians, Paul is sengtive to those in Corinth who
would be critica of him. Verse 12 seemsto point out that there were somein Corinth

that took pridein externds, “ what isseen.” Paul, however, took pride in the internas,
“what isin the heart.” Paul may be thinking of those who boast in ecstatic experiences
since he goeson in verse 13 to say, “If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if
wearein our right mind it is for you.”

In 5:14 Paul plainly saysthet it isthe “love of Christ” that compels him to service? Is

this verse talking about our love for Chrigt or hislove for us? Most commentators fed
that it is Chrigt’slove for us because Paul goes on in verses 14-15 to speak of Christ’s
dying on our behdf which is the ultimate expression of love. Read the verseslisted

below. How much does God love us through Christ? When you think about serving God
how does this motivate you?

John 3:16
Ephesians 3:18
Galatians 2:20

Romans 8:35

Paul is beginning to probe the meaning of Christ’s death for us. The second half of 5:14
“therefore dl died” had been the source of agreet ded of theological discusson. Linda
Bdleville hdpsto darify it for us

Paul’s conviction istha one died for all. But by all does he mean dl believers or
al people? The contrast between one and all suggests that the term be takenin
the broadest sense. Even so, while Christ may have died for dl humanity, it is
only believerswho regp the benefits. Thisiswhy Paul can say esewhere that
“Chrigt died for us’ (Rom. 5:8; | Thess. 5:10) and Christ died for our sins’ (1 Cor.
15:3). The scope of Chrigt’s redemptive work may be al encompassing, but the
goplication ispaticular. (Bdleville, p. 150)

It ishard to know the background of this difficult verse. The English translation of verse 5:13 is much
longer than the original Greek. Kistemaker points out that ”the brevity of these clausesindicates that Paul
must have been emotionally agitated.” (Kistemaker, p. 186)

2 The verb synechei, that the NIV translates “compel” finds many translations: “impels’ (NAB), “urges us
on” (NRSV), “overwhelmsus’ (NJB), “lays hold of us’ (MLB), “controlsus.” (cf. Kistemaker, p. 187)
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When Chridtians say that, “ Chrigt died for us’ what do they mean? What does 2
Corinthians 5:14-21 say the desth of Christ accomplished? What insght do the verses
below add to your understanding of Christ’s death?

Romans 5:6-11
1 Thessdonians 5:9-10

Gaatians 3:10-14

In 5:16-17 Paul points out that to be “in Chrig” involves aradica transformation of our
lives! Wearea“new creation.”? Paul saysthat the contrast is both negative, “the old
has gone,” and positive, “the new has come” Think about your life. Inwhat ways are
you a“new cregtion?’ Take a persond inventory and write down how your lifein Christ
has changed you. What has “gone’ and what has “come?’

“the old has gone” “the new has come”

In 5:18-21 we come to one of the great words used in the New Testament that helps usto
understand our salvation. Theword is “reconciliation.” In first century Hellenigtic
religions, asin most religions in the world today, it is the human being that seeksto be
restored and reconciled to the god’ s favor. In the biblical account of sdvation, who isthe
onewho isthe active agent in restoring relationship, in reconciling?

According to 5:18-21 what was required for our reconciliation with God to take place?

! The phrase “in Christ” occurs twenty-five timesin Paul’ s letters. It is one of the apostle' s favorite
expressions to point to the intimate fellowship the believer haswith Christ.
2 Augustine was one of the great leaders and theological thinkers in the history of the church. He was

converted in the 4" century in the Italian town of Milan. After his conversion he returned to hishomein

North Africa. Ashe entered the town hisformer girlfriend saw him and called to him: “ Augustine,

Augustine, itis|.” Understanding that he was a new creation, he turned to her and said: “Yes, but it isnot

I.” (Bdleville, p. 151)
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What do these Scriptures add to your understanding of reconciliation?
Colossans 1:20-22

Romans5:9-11

Reconciliation is based on the fact that God “imputed” our snsto Christ. While the word
“imputation” does not appear in thetext, it is aterm theologians use to describe what is
happening in the sacrifice of Christ. “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” (5:21) Pastor Warren Wiersbe
illustrates this greet truth for us.

Thisisaword [imputation] borrowed from banking; it smply means “to put to

one' s account.” When you deposit money in the bank, the computer (or clerk)
puts that amount to your account, or to your credit. When Jesus died on the cross,
al of our snswereimputed to Him—put to his account. He was treated by God
as though He hed actualy committed those sins. The result? All of thosesins
have been paid for and God no longer holds them againgt us, because we have
trusted Christ as our Saviour. But even more: God has put into our account the
very righteousness of Chrigt! (Wiersbe, p. 67)

Reconciliation is a the heart of the gospel message. 1t is much more than two friends
“making up” ater afight. “Reconciliation is not some polite ignoring or reduction of
hodtility but rather its [9n] total and objectiveremovd.” (Harris, p. 353)

What does reconciliation mean to you? Think both objectively and subjectively. In what
ways are you now freeto live anew life because you have been reconciled to God?

Do you see yoursdlf as an “ambassador” for Chrigt? (5:20) Why? Why not?

5:21 makes the point that Christ could be our substitute because being God, he “had no
sn.” Read the verses below and remind yourself of Christ’s sinless nature. What do
these verses add to your understanding of the person of Christ?
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Hebrews 4:15
Hebrews 7:26
| John 3:5

1 Peter 2:22

In 2 Corinthians 6:1-3 Paul urges the believers at Corinth “not to receive God' s gracein
van.” What is Paul driving at in these verses? What would it look like to receive God's
graceinvan?

Take amoment and think back over thisstudy. How will you live your life differently
this week because of what you have learned?
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STUDY SIX
COMFORT IN AFFLICTION
2 CORINTHIANS6:3-13, 7:2-16

Lifeisnot essy. Some Chrigtians may assume that
once you give your life to Christ the problems and
pansof life quickly fade. In our text for this study,
2 Corinthians 6:3-13, 7:2- 16, Paul makesit very
clear that hardships, frugtrations, interpersona
turmoail and sorrows are often a part of following
Christ. Inthe midst of these hardships Paul finds
the comfort of God.*

Throughout our study of 2 Corinthians we have
seen that Paul has an affectionate but uneasy
relationship with the church a Corinth. At times
they don’t seem to understand him, his apostleship
and even the gospd itsdlf. In 2 Corinthians 6:3-13,
7:2-16 Paul continues to address these issues.
Read thetext. If thiswasyour first and only
exposure to the apostle Paul, what would it tell you
about him? What sort of portrait could you draw
of the apostle from just these verses?

It is not uncommon for Paul to itemize the hardships of hislife (I Corinthians 4:9-13; 2
Corinthians 4:8, 9, 11:23-29). In light of the criticiam that Paul had recelved in Corinth,
he is attempting to defend hisministry asa servant of God. What is Paul’s concern in
verse 3?

In 6:4-7a Paul uses the prepodtion in to introduce eighteen phrases that describe hislife

and ministry.? Linda Belleville suggests thet this group of eighteen can be divided into
three subgroups. (Bdleville p. 166)

1. Missonary hardships and sufferings (wv. 4-5)

1Y ou have undoubtedly noticed that 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1, which isin the middle of the text for this

study, has been saved until study #7. Thetopicinthese versesisentirely different, addressing holy living
in apagan society. Why does Paul change directions so abruptly? Asyou might suspect, theories abound.
Among the many ideas put forward for Paul’ s rapid shift in topicsin 6:14 are the following suggestions: 1)
adictation pause, 2) Paul’ s tendency to stray off the topic; and 3) the need to bring up lingering problems
dealt with in amore substantial fashion in previous letters. (Belleville, p. 175)

2 Chrysostom has referred to thislist asa“blizzard of troubles.” (Barclay, p. 212)
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2. Ethical virtues (v. 6)

3. Spiritua weaponry (v. 7)

Reflect on your own discipleship and service to God. Out of Paul’slist of eighteen
phrases pick three that you most dosdly identify with in your Chridian life. Beready to
share with your homegroup why you chose these three phrases.

1
2.

3.

In verses 8-10 Paul givesusalist of seven contrasts or paradoxes that characterize
Chridian life and ministry. We have dready seen asmilar and shorter list in 2
Corinthians 4:8-9. Asyou fill in the blanksit would be a good time to consult other
trandations or pargphrases for additiona ingght.

1. “genuine, yet
2. “known, yet
3. “dying, and yet
4. “beaten, and yet
5. “sorrowful, yet
6. “poor, yet
7. “having nothing, and yet

Of thisligt, with which do you mogt closdly identify? Why? How do you seethis
contrast or paradox working itsaf out in your Chrigtian experience?

Paul, the spiritud father, now reminds the church that he has opened wide his heart and
never withheld his affection (6:11-13). English trandations have a difficult time
communiceting the strength of these verses. The phrase “ opened wide our hearts’ more
literdly reads, “our heart has been enlarged.” Essentidly Paul is saying that he has
plenty of room for them in hisheart. Inverse 12 “affection” islikewise hard to trandate.

The noun splanchnon, trandated affection inthe NIV and “bowes’ inthe K3V,
actudly refersto the inward parts (heart, lungs, liver and kidneys). Like the noun
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heart, it was used metgphoricdly of the seet of a personsfedings- especidly
fedings of anger and love. (Bdleville p. 175)

Paul is available, open and emotiondly involved with the Corinthian church.r He pleads
with them twice to reciprocate, “open wide your hearts dso” (6:13) “make room for usin
your hearts” (7:2). What can we learn about the nature of ministry and church
relationships from these verses (6:11-13, 7:1)?

In 2 Corinthians 7:2- 16 we continue to gain ingght into Paul and his rdationship with the
church a Corinth. It isdwaysimportant to remember in reading 2 Corinthians that the
letter isbeing written in light of Titus return from hisvigt to Corinth and the ddlivery of
the “severe letter.”2 Titus brings to the very anxious Paul news of the church’s response
to his“severe letter” (7:8-9). Inlight of dl the problems, accusations, discipline and
misunderstandings between Paul and the Corinthian church, the optimism expressed in
this section can be a bit baffling!

“ | have great confidencein you.” (7:4)

“ | take great pridein you.” (7:4)

“ By dl thiswe are encouraged.” (7:13)

“ | had boasted to him about you, and you have not embarrassed me.” (7:14)
“ | am glad | can have complete confidence in you.” (7:16)

Linda Bdleville gives us some ingght.

Paul assumes the role of the father who not only takes pride in the
accomplishments of his children but also actively boasts about them to anyone
who will lend awilling ear. Isthisa momentary euphoriastemming from Titus's
good report? Not at dl. Paul had boasted to Titus even prior to his Corinthian
vigt (v. 14). Nor has he suddenly become blind to the many fallings of the
Corinthians, asis the wont of parents when speaking about their children. But
just as aparent will encourage a strong-willed child by prasing her when sheis
obedient, so Paul encourages the independent-minded Corinthians by boasting
about them when he can. (Bdleville p. 191)

In 7:2-16 Paul makesit clear that heis both encouraged and comforted. There are severd
reasons for this. Asyou read this text make alist of reasons why Paul was encouraged
and comforted.

! Thistender and affectionate side of Paul surfaces often in his|etters. See 1 Thessalonians 2:7-8.

2 Titus, along with Timothy, was one of Paul’s most trusted and valued co-workers. He was a Greek by
birth (Gal. 2:3) and at some point in Paul’ s ministry had been converted (Titus 1:4). Curiously, hisname
never appearsin the book of Acts. Hefirst appears as atraveling companion on Paul’ s second trip to
Jerusalem (Galatians 2:1-3).
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It is obvious that Paul found great comfort in his relationship with Titus (7:6).> Try to
look behind the scenes. How do you think Paul was comforted by the presence of Titus?
Can you think of atimein your Chrigtian life that you have been spiritualy comforted by
another brother or sster? Be ready to share this with your homegroup.

Don't you wish we had the “sorrowful letter” that Paul refersto in 7:8-13? We are | eft
only to guess asto its contents. Whatever the issue was, it obvioudy was a senditive
issue for both Paul and the church.

Overcome by emotion, Paul is unable to write hisletter smoothly. He writesin
the firgt person singular throughout this section to indicate that the matter at hand
touches him deeply and disturbs his equilibrium. The letter is no longer extant, so
we are unable to say anything about its content. But we expect that Paul dedlt
with a sengtive issue that involved one of the members of the Corinthian
congregation. The possbility is not remote that the letter dedlt with adisciplinary
problem. And we surmise that Titus had to provide leadership in this delicate
matter. (Kistemaker, p. 251)

Mogt of usdon't like confrontation and will do dmaost anything to avoid it! Paull,
however, was bold in confronting the Corinthian church directly. While he obvioudy
didn’t relish the procedure, he understood its importance. As Belleville points out, “He
did it because he vaued his relaionship with the church more than his own reputation”
(Bdleville, p. 194). When have you seen spiritud confrontation function properly in
church life? Are there any lessons that we can learn from the example of Paul and
Corinth? Is spiritua confrontation astrength or weskness in your life? How can you
improve?

Paul’ s “severe letter” produced adeep “sorrow” in the church at Corinth (7:9-13). What
isthe “Godly sorrow” that Paul is describing in these verses and how isit different from
“worldly sorrow” (7:10)? 1s“Godly sorrow” the same as “feding badly”?

! Aswelearned in study #1 the idea of “comfort” isamajor themein 2 Corinthians. The Greek word for
“comfort” (paraklesis) means “called to one'ssideto help.” Itisat timestranslated “encourage.”
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Describe atime in which “ Godly sorrow” has brought you to repentance (7:9).

What was the end result of the confrontation through the “ severe letter” and the resulting
sorrow?*

We have covered alot of territory in thisstudy! Choose one or two points that you have
learned and share how you will goply them to your life this week.

! Theidentity of the“injured party” in 7:12 is usually thought to be Paul. (Harris, p. 363)
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STUDY SEVEN
HOLINESSIN A PAGAN SOCIETY
2 CORINTHIANS6:14—7:1

From Old Testament times, through the
beginning of the church in the first
century, up to our present day at the
dtart of the 21% century in Santa
Barbara, God' s people have struggled
with living haly livesin the midgt of an
ungodly society. The Bible isthe story
of God cdling apeople to himsdf asa
new community to worship and serve
him completely. The Old Testament in
particular reads much like aroller-
coader. lgad isinvolvedina
seemingly never-ending cycle of
fdling into pagan idolatry and anti-
God lifestyles. TheresultisGod's
judgement, the peopl€'s repentance,
only to eventualy be seduced again by
the gods and the thinking of the culture
inwhich they lived.

The Corinthian church struggled with living holy lives which were completely st apart
for God. In our study of 1 Corinthians we have aready seen that Paul has rebuked the
church for accommodating themselves to the values of the pagan society in which they
lived.

1 Cor. 5:1-13 — Paul rebukes the church for taking pride in their openness and
acceptance of a Christian man who wasin a sexud relationship with
his stepmother.

1 Cor. 6:6-22 — The church is chastised for approving of sexual unionswith
prostitutes.

1 Cor. 10:6-22 — Paul admonishes them for participating with pagansin their
cultic meds.

Read 2 Corinthians 6:14—7:1. Our passage isrdatively short for thisstudy. Write one
or two sentences which summarize the teaching of these verses. Be ready to read your
summary to your homegroup.
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In 6:14 Paul issues aclear and pointed command which literdly reads, “ Stop yoking
yoursaves to unbdievers” Bdleville points out that the'[u]se of the present imperative
shows that Paul is not merdly warning the Corinthians about a potentiad danger (“do not
gart”) but ingtructing them to stop an action dready in progress.” (Bdleville, p. 176)
What does it mean to be “yoked together?’

There are certain Old Testament pictures behind this. Paul begins by urging the
Corinthians not to be joined to unbdieversin an dien yoke. Undoubtedly that
goes back to the old commandment in Deuteronomy 22:10, Y ou shdl not plough
with an ox and an asstogether.” (cf. Leviticus 19:19). Theideaisthat there are
certain things which are fundamentally incompatible and never meant to be
brought together. It isimpossible for the purity of the Christian and the pollution
of the pagan to run in double harness. (Barclay, p. 221)

Paul goes on, in 6:14b-16a, to ask five rhetorical questions that point out the sharp
contrast between the Chrigtian and the “unbeliever.” What insght do these contrasts give
you into the incompetibility of the believer and the unbeliever being “yoked” together?

“righteousness’ p CoOmmon “wickedness’
“light” p felowship “darkness’
“Chrigt” » hamony “Belia"!
“believer” p COMMON <« “unbdiever”
“temple of God” p agreement “idals’

What Paul does not do istell us exactly what kind of relationships, partnerships and
“yokings’ hehasin mind. Paul ishowever aredist. He knows that we will have
interactions and friendships with “immora” people (1 Cor. 5:9-10). Thisis part of living
intheworld. Thistext has often been understood to be a teaching on marriage,
prohibiting the union of abdiever and an unbdiever. Whilethereis certainly application

to be made to marriage the thrust of the passage is much broader.? How would you apply
thistext to your life in Santa Barbara? Give some concrete illugtrations of waysin which
you should not be “yoked” together with unbelievers. In what ways should Santa Barbara
Community Church be separate and unyoked?

1 Paul here uses a Hebrew term for the devil, meaning literally “worthless, good for nothing” (Belleville, p.
180)

2 paul encouraged a believer in amarriage to an unbeliever to stay in the marriage as long as it was possible
(1 Cor. 7:12-16). Healso instructed awidow to marry only someone who “belongsto the Lord” (1 Cor.
7:39).
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Respond to Murray Harris summary of our text. Would you want to add or delete
anything from it?

Do not form any relationship, whether temporary or permanent, with unbelievers
that would lead to a compromise of Christian standards or jeopardize consistency
of Chrigtian witness. And why such separation? Because the unbeliever does not
share the Chrigtian’ s standards, sympathies, or gods. (Harris, p. 359)

In 2 Corinthians 6:16 Paul reaches the climax of his argument for holiness. “What
agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the
living God.” Don't forget that these Corinthian believers had aready been instructed
concerning their new identity in Christ. In what sense were they (and are we) the temple
of the living God? How does this make Paul’ s point in our passage?

| Corinthians 3:16

| Corinthians 6:18-20

Much of Corinthian socid and economic life centered around the temple worship and
participation in the cultic medls. (Barnett, p. 348) Gordon Fee makes the point thet these
temple meals were socia events that included births, deaths, and even amiversaries (Fee,
unpublished class lectures).! Paul has aready addressed the believer’s participation in
these medlsin 1 Corinthians 10:14-22. Try to imagine what it would be liketo a
Chrigian in thisfirst century city. What tensgons and frugtrations would you fed? In

what ways was their Stuation Smilar to yours in Santa Barbara? In what ways was their
gtuation different?

To establish his point Paul now quotes several Old Testament passages? In dl of these
Old Testament Scriptures the concern isthat |srael separate hersaf from pagan practices,

1 «Corinth was home to two renowned temples, the temple of Aphrodite (the goddess of love, fertility and
beauty) situated on the Acrocorinth, an 1,886-foot-high fortified mountain, and the sanctuary of Asclepius
(god of healing). The pagan temples, which were under the patronage of a particular god or goddess, were

afocal point of social activity.” (Belleville, p. 180)

2 None of the passages that Paul quotes are done so accurately. Why? “We must remember that in histime

books were written on papyrusrolls. A book the size of Actswould require aroll about thirty-five feet

long, avery unwieldy thing. There were no chapter divisions; they were inserted by Stephen Langton in

the thirteenth century. Aswe learned earlier, there were no verse divisions; they were inserted by

Stephanus, the printer, in the sixteenth century. Finally, there was no such thing as a concordance until the
sixteenth century. Theresult was that Paul did the only sensibl e thing—he quoted from memory, and so

long as he got the substance right he did not worry about the actual wording.” (Barclay, p. 223)
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idolatries and compromise. These warnings are now gpplied to the church. What can we
learn from them?

Our last versefor this study, 7:1, isapowerful verse. Based on the Old Testamert
passages just cited, Paul bases his pleafor holiness on “these promises.” Go back over
the Old Testament verses (6:16-18). What “promises’ do you find in these verses?
Does this make holy living sound like a good or bad way to conduct your life?

We areingructed to “purify oursaves’ and work at “perfecting holiness” How can a
Chrigtian do this? How do the verses below add any insght?

James 1.27

1 Peter 1:15-16

1 John 3:3

1 Thessalonians 4:7

Where do you need to break with your culture in order to live a holy, uncompromised
Chridian life?
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Sermom Notes, . .
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STUDY EIGHT
GIVING GENEROUSLY - PART 1
2 CORINTHIANS8:1-24

Money. $$88$ Just about everyone
wants to have it and amost no one wants
to talk about how much he or shehas. In
2 Corinthians 8 — 9 the word “money”
isnever used! Words such as*“giving,”
“sharing,” “rich generogity,” and “gift”

al refer to moniesthat are to be
collected for the relief of the poverty
gtricken church of Jerusdem. Paul spent
close to ten years collecting funds for the
church in Jerusdem, which was caught

in adevadding famine.

Beginning in chapter 8 we cometo an

abrupt trangtion in 2 Corinthians.

Gordon Fee saysthat we are probably

coming to “the redl reason for the letter.”~ Chapters 8 — 9 comprise the longest section
in the New Testament that addresses the issue of financia giving. The length of this
section points to the seriousness of the Jerusdem rdief effort. How was the church at
Corinth involved?

”1

According to 2 Corinthians 8:10, it was the first church not only to give but

indeed to have the desire to do so. Paul must have made the Corinthians aware of
the rdief fund on hisfounding vigt or shortly theredfter, for alittle over ayear

later the church asked for his counsd on the best way to go about saving up such
monies (1 Cor. 16:1). . . Between the writing of 1 and 2 Corinthians, the
collection effort in Corinth fdl by thewayside. . . . Second Corinthians 8-9 is
Paul’ sfind atempt to get the Corinthians to finish what they had pledged to do
the previous year (8:10-11). (Bélleville, p. 209)

To gain some background read 1 Corinthians 16:1-4. Now read 2 Corinthians 8. Asyou
read these two sections of scripture take some preliminary notesin two areas. 1) What
principles of giving do you seein these verses? 2) What was Paul’ s fundraisng strategy?

Principles of Giving Paul’s Fundraising Strategy

! Gordon Fee, Regent College, May 1997.
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Paul begins his pleafor generous giving tectfully. He starts with the example of the
sacrifidd giving of the Macedonian churches (8:1-7).' In 8:1-7, what observations does
Paul make about the giving of the Macedonian churches?

Paul is quick to point out that the Macedonian churches were not wedlthy. Inverse 2 we
aretold that they gave from a state of “extreme poverty.” The phrase literdly reads
“down to the depth poverty.” Philip Hughes trandates it as “rock bottom” poverty.
(Hughes, p. 288) It isnot difficult to understand how the rich would be generous givers,
but in this example Paul uses poor churches who gave in “rich generosity” (8:2). What
clues do you find in verses 1-5 as to why these churches were motivated to give?

In 2 Corinthians 8 — 9 the word “grace’ (charis) isfound ten times. Gordon Fee calls
“grace’ the mogt sgnificant word used in connection with the collection. (Gordon Fee,
classlectures on 2 Corinthians) It isused in avariety of ways. Make note of how the
word “grace’ is used in connection with giving in chapter 8.

81
84 (NIV trandates as“privilege’)
86
87
8:19 (NIV trandates as “offering”)

Rdph Martin gives asuccinct summary of how “grace’ isused in these verses. *’ Grace
isthe activity inspired by God's grace that leads to giving.” (Martin, p. 255)

Paul makes the theologica bassfor giving in verse 9. Bdleville points out thet, “We
humans are sdifish by nature. Generosity is not something that comes naturaly but is the
result of God'sgracein our lives” (Bélleville, p. 214) How has God' s grace encouraged
you to be generousin your giving habits? What are some obstacles that keep you from
growing in your giving hebits?

! The “Macedonian churches’ would include those at Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea. The gathering of
money for the church at Jerusalem was widespread and included not just Macedonian churches but also

thosein AsiaMinor and Greece.
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Read 8:8 again and look carefully a what Paul isdoing. Heis gently testing the
“sncerity” of their love by comparing it with the giving of the Macedonian churches!
How would you fed if one of the pastors at SBCC challenged the body to give by
comparing our giving with another, very generous, church in Santa Barbara?*

Paul is concerned about the attitude with which the Corinthians give. 1n 8:10-15 what
sort of giving attitude is Paul looking for in their gift?

What sort of atitude do you have in your financid giving to God?

The money being requested isto be in proportion to what one has (8:12-15). John Cavin
points out, “1f you offer asmall gift from your dender resources, your intention isjust as
vauablein God's eyes asif arich man had made alarge gift out of his abundance.”

Read Mark 12:43-44 for agreat illugtration of this principle. The question asto how
much a person should give is not designated. We do, however, find principles to guide
the Corinthiansin this decison. What principles do you find in this chapter that would
guide you in deciding how muchyou should give? It would be helpful to go back and
dsoinclude any principles of giving from 1 Corinthians 16:1-4.3

In 2 Corinthians 8:16-24 Paul dedswith some of the practica mattersinvolved in this
collection of money. Heis obvioudy concerned to do everything with grest integrity.
He wants to “avoid any criticiam” (8:20). In dl probability there were false teechersin
Corinth who were spreading rumors that Paul was using this collection for himself (see
2:17; 117, 12:14).

! Belleville saysthat Paul istrying to motivate the Corinthian believers “ by means of some friendly
competition.” (Belleville, p. 215)

2 quoted in Kistemaker, p. 286

3 New Testament Christians will be hard pressed to find any fixed percentage for giving. The Old
Testament “tithe” is never mentioned in the New Testament. “For it is curiousthat at no point here - or for
that matter elsewhere in Paul’ swritings —isthe tithe put forward as a guideline for giving. Infact, no
New Testament writer either encourages ‘tithing’ or presentsit asthe normative or even occasional
practice of the church.” (Belleville, p. 218)
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The misuse of money in the loca church is a serious matter and has beenthe cause of a
great deal of pain for many churches. What concrete steps does Paul take to avoid the
mishandling of this collection? What lessons can SBCC learn about how to handle our

giving money”?

New Testament scholars have afidd day attempting to guess the identity of the “brother”
inverse 18. Luke, Barnabas, Timothy, Silas, Mark, Aristarchus, and Apollos have dl
been mentioned as serious candidates. Some scholars think they know the identity of the
“brother” in verse 18. Thereis, however, amost universal consent that nobody knows
the name of the “brother” in verse 22! This brings the delegation to collect the gift to
three: Titus, plusthe two unnamed brothers. What is the point of sending agroup? Why
not just Titus done?

What have you learned about giving from this study of 2 Corinthians 8? In what ways
have you been chdlenged in your own giving habits? Be ready to share with your
homegroup how you plan to implement what you have learned.
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STUDY NINE
GIVING GENEROUSLY — PART 2
2 CORINTHIANS9:1-15

Most of ustend to have grest intentions.

“Thisyear | will exercisefor thirty

minutes everyday!” “I am going to reed

the entire Bible in the next twelve

months” *“I will never fal adegpin one

of Steve'ssermonsagain.” “Asapart of

my worship | am going to be a congstent

and sarificid giver of my money.” The

problem is that we need discipline,

motivation and encouragement to trandate

our intentionsinto actions. Undoubtedly,

the church a Corinth had been

enthusiastic about giving to their brothers

and sgersin Jerusdlem. Unfortunately,

ther initid eagerness had not resulted in much action. In 2 Corinthians 9 Paul continues
his encouragement to generous giving that he began in chapter 8. Paul’s emphasisison
the completing of the task at hand. “We must draw a careful digtinction between the
Corinthians ready desire to give and the actual readiness of having completed the
collection.” (Harris, p. 374)

Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15. Make note of any smilarities and differences that you see
between chapters 8 — 9.

In 9:1-5 Paul reiterates some of the points he has aready made in chapter 8.2 In 9:2 Paul
comments again about the Corinthians “eagerness’ and “enthusaam” (literdly, “zed”
from the Greek word zelos). Some time had passed, however, since the Corinthians
origind “enthusasm” for the giving project which we first learned about in 1 Corinthians

! Some commentators feel that chapters 8 — 9 are separate letters that were put together at alater date.
Ralph Martin, along with others, suggest that chapter 9 isacircular letter that was sent to churchesin
Achaia. (Martin, p. 281) Other commentators see chapter 9 as a note that was sent as afollow up to firm up
the details of the collection. Several other potential scenarios are proposed by a host of commentators. But
asLindaBelleville points out, “ Theidea of aseparate |etter, while attractive in theory, actually introduces
asmany problemsasit solves.” (Belleville, p. 232)

2 In 9:2 Paul uses the term Achaiainstead of Corinth. Why? “Achaiawas the Roman province that
comprised all of southern Greece. The capital of this province was Corinth, which served as the mother
church for the congregations in the surrounding area (see Rom. 16:1). To be moreinclusive, Paul mentions
the province instead of thecity.” (Kistemaker, p. 306)
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16:1-4. Thisbrings up an important question for Chrigtians who want to consstently
honor God with their money. How can we maintain “enthusasm” for giving in our lives?
Do you see anything in chapters 8 or 9 that would help you to be consistent in your
enthusaam for giving?

Evidently, the gift the church promised was alarge one. Twicein 9:5 Paul refersto it as
“generous.”’ Paul is again concerned about the attitude of the giver. The gift isnot to be
given “grudgingly” (9:5), “rductantly” (9:7), or “under compulson” (9:7). The reason

for thisisthat “God loves achearful giver” (9:7).2 Theterm for “cheerful” in Greek is
hilaros where we get the English term hilarious. How can the Chrigtian go about giving
cheerfully? Does this mean that if we are not cheerful and glad in our giving that we
shouldn’'t gve?

The Bible was written in an agriculturd society and isfull of illugrations that reflect this
setting. 1n 9:6 Paul is elther quoting a popular saying or possibly pargphrasing an Old
Testament text (Job 4:8; Proverbs 11:24-26, 22:8-9; Hosea 10:12-13).3 The point is
obvious: our harvest will bein proportion to our planting. How does Paul dludeto this
metaphor of sowing and reaping in the rest of chapter 97

1 In 9:5 Paul again refersto the “brothers’ (see 8:18,22), which are Titus and two unnamed individuals.
Why are they being sent in advance of Paul himself? Paul seemsto be indicating that the believersin
Corinth were not unwilling, but rather unorganized. Hughes points out that the “chief problem at Corinth
in connection with the charitable project was that of organization, not unwillingness to give generously.”
gHughes, p. 327)

This phrase comes from Proverbs 22:8a, “ God blesses a cheerful man and giver...”
3 This saying also appearsin somewhat abbreviated form in Galatians 6:7 and closely parallelsthe
statement of Jesusin Luke 6:38.
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What does 9:7 have to say about how much Paul wanted an individud to give toward this
gift? Doesthishelp you in your decisons about giving? What does God' s grace add to
the giver in verse 8?

Some Chrigtian leaders, usualy found on televison, teech that giving is aways rewarded
by God and that the giver will be materidly blessed. So we hear doganslike, “You can't
out give God!” What does verse 11 have to say about God's blessing and giving?

Respond to the following:

The ideathat God can and does multiply the generous giver’s materia resources

in not well received today. Experience seemsto indicate otherwise. Therich,

who often are stingy with their wedlth, seem to get richer, and the poor, who
frequently are the most liberd givers, appear to get poorer. . . But Paul goeson to
tell the Corinthians that they will be made rich in every way so that [they] can be
generousin every occasion (v. 11) . . . Nonetheless, we would do well to observe
what Paul does not say. He does not say that wedlth or surplusincomeisasign of
God'shlessing. Nor isit giving per sethat is gpplauded. It is, rather, alifestyle

of generogity that Paul commends. For those who give chearfully and willingly,

the promiseistha God will provide dl that they need to continue doing good.
(Bdleville, p. 241)

Verse 9:12 givestwo reasons for giving. What are they? When you give do you think of
these as mativationsin your giving?

1.

2.

Evidently, 9:14 tdls us, the believersin Jerusalem were praying for the churchin
Corinth. These are believers who would never meet face to face in thisworld. Not only
was the physical distance greet, the cultura divide washuge! What we haveisa
predominately Jewish church in Jerusalem praying for a predominately Gentile churchin
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pagan Corinth who isin the process of collecting money to send asagift! Both the
privilege and obligation to be involved in the larger, multi-national and multi-culturd
body of Chrigt is clearly taught in Scripture. Read the following verses.

Acts 11:27-30
Acts 24:17
Romans 15: 25-28

How should Santa Barbara Community Church relate to the church around the world?

Paul ends these two chapters with a brief doxology of praise. He thanks God for his
“indescribable gift”, an obvious reference to Jesus Christ.) Why does Paul end this long
section on giving with praise to God for the gift of Christ? What isthe connection
between the great theologicd truth of savation in Christ and our own tempord giving of
our money?

After two weeks of study on generous giving in 2 Corinthians 8 — 9, what attitudes
about giving have changed in your life? How do you plan to implement changesin this
area of your discipleship?

! Paul usesthis formula“Thanksbeto God . . ." often. See Romans 6:17, 7:25, 1 Corinthians 15:57.
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STUDY TEN
MINDSLED ASTRAY
2 CORINTHIANS10:1—11:6

Have you ever been fooled into
bdieving something that you
later found out not to be true?
Have you ever invested in the
“aurething” only to lose your
money? Have you ever followed
aleader only to find out that he
was afake? How did you fed?
Itisfairly easy for any of us,
regardless of education ad
sophigtication, to be led astray.
In the last four chapters of 2
Corinthians Paul is concerned
that his spiritud children are
about to be seduced and led
adray by fase thinking and
unscrupulous teachers.

Beginning in 2 Corinthians 10 the tone of the letter changes dramatically. Paul uses
biting sarcasm, impassioned and at times bitter language, and ironies to defend his
ministry and lambaste those who are attempting to destroy it. After commending the
Corinthian believersin chapter 7—9 Paul now is very tough on them.

Read 2 Corinthians 10:1—11:6. (If you have the time it would be helpful to read dl of

the last four chapters, 10—13.) In our text for this study Paul takes on his opponents and
defends his work in Corinth because he is concerned that the believers may be fooled and
led astray. Asyou read you will need to look behind the scene. Aswas mentioned in the
introduction, reading 2 Corinthians is something like coming to aplay which is haf way
through. Y ou quickly get the idea of the plot, but the details seem unclear. Everybody
around you, who has been present for the entire play, knows exactly whet is going on!
What is Paul afraid may happen to the church at Corinth? Why is he so upset?

! Theradical shift in subject matter and tone has led some commentators to see 2 Corinthians 10-13 as a
separate letter that was added |ater to chapters 1-9. As we have already seen, this has made some wonder if
chapters 10-13 arein fact the “ severe letter” referred to in 2:3-4. Others, seeing the letter asaunit, have
tried to explain this change in tone and style. Some have suggested that Paul had a bad night’ s sleep or that
there was along break in the dictation of the letter (days or weeks)! Othersthink that chapters 1-9 are
addressed to the Corinthian congregation and that chapters 10-13 are directed to the fal se teachers, “ super-
apostles’, who appear to have infiltrated parts of the church. Possibly the changein tone can be attributed
to anew report from Corinth that Paul receives as heiswriting. The various options are numerous and
perplexing! Possibly the best explanation isthat of Simon Kistemaker who sees 2 Corinthiansasasingle
unit but, “the writing of the letter took place with interruptions that impeded continuity.” (Kistemaker, p.
15)
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From the very beginning of our text it is obvious that Paul wants to arrest hisreader’s
attention. The gpostle, who rarely uses his own name in the body of his |etters, begins
with an apped, “I, Paul .. "' Itisimportant to remember that Paul is not primarily
concerned with defending himsdlf persondly, but rather he wants to defend his ministry
in Corinth and his apogtalic authority. Obvioudy, Paul’ s detractors had made severd
accusations and gatements againg him. While reading 2 Corinthians 10:1—11:6, list as
many of the accusations made againgt Paul that you can find. What were his opponents
saying about him?

Paul sees the situation in Corinth as nothing less than spiritua warfare (10:3-6).% Paul is
not “ other-worldly,” he knows that we live in “the world” (10:2). Heis concerned,
however, because our beattle is spiritual and therefore it requires spiritua wegpons. Linda
Bdleville points out that, “What distinguishes his wegpons from those of the world can

be summed up in one word— power (dynato). The weapons that Paul fights with have
divine power and, as aresult, can accomplish what the worlds weapons cannot (demolish
strongholds, v.4).” (Bdleville p. 254) What does it mean to fight spiritud battles with
Spiritua wegpons? How do you fight the spiritud battlesin your life? Be prepared to

give an illugtration to your homegroup.

Paul uses “divine power” to “demolish strongholds’ and “ demolish arguments’ that are
agang God (10:4-5). What is he talking about?

These strongholds appear in many forms but are essentidly the same; they are the
systems, schemes, structures, and strategies that Satan designs to frustrate and
obstruct the progress of Christ’s gospe. (Kistemaker, p. 335)

! paul only doesthisin 5 other placesin hisletters. Gal. 5:2; Eph. 3:1; Col. 1:23; 1 Thess. 2:18; Philemon
9. (Bdleville, p.247)

2 paul will often use military language in describing the Christian life. See Rom. 13:12-13; 1 Cor. 9:7; 2
Cor. 6:7; Eph. 6:10-18; 1 Thess. 5:8; 1 Tim. 1:18; 2 Tim. 2:3-4.
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Let ustrandate thislofty theologica language into practical examples. How do you use
God' s power to demolish the arguments and strongholds of Satan thet affect your life?

So much of spiritua warfare takes place in our minds. In verse 5 Paul states one of the
great principlesfor living the Chrigtian life. The believer isto “take captive every
thought and make it obedient to Christ.” To livein this crazy world is to be exposed to
thinking thet is againgt God and hiswill for our lives. At times this exposure happens
because of poor choices we make (movies, books, music, television, internet, etc.). At
other times we smply find ourselves exposed to anti-God thinking because welive in an
anti-God society. How do you “take captive every thought and make it obedient to
Chrig?” What sort of mentd filtering system have you put in place that enables you to
think Chrigianly?

How does Eugene Peterson’ s paraphrase of this verse help?

“We use our powerful God-tools for smashing war ped philosophies, tearing down
barriers erected against the truth of God, fitting every loose thought and emotion
and impulse into the structures of life shaped by Christ.” (Peterson, p. 381)

Paul isthe spiritua father of the church at Corinth. As he defends his minigtry, his
opponents have obvioudy sunk in their tactics and attacked him persondly. This must
have hurt Paul deeply. In 10:10 they go so far asto make fun of his speaking ability and
hislooks!® Paul doesn't deny the charge of being a second rate speaker. In fact,
elsawhere he admits that his spesking is less than perfect (1 Cor. 2:1; 2 Cor. 11:6). How
does Paul respond to these accusations? What can we learn about church life from this
interchange?

! One second century apocryphal account describes Paul as“A man small of stature, with abald head and
crooked legs, in agood state of the body, with eyebrows meeting and nose somewhat hooked, full of
friendliness.” (Barnett, p. 477)
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In 10:12-18 Paul mentions “boagting” six times. Why does Paul “boast? How ishis
boagting an answer to his critics? Isthis“boagting” the same as “bragging?’

Inthefirst part of chapter 11 (11:1-6) Paul beginsto sharpen the attack on his opponents.

The moment has come for Paul to confront his opponents. He has made it known

that he detests the manner in which they commend themsdves. To convey his
message, he continues to mock them (see 10:12-13) and gppliesincreasingly
pointed sarcasm. He portrays his opponents as superaposties (v. 5;12:11) who
masquerade as apostles of Christ (v.13). These men arerivasintent on
undermining Paul’s calling and misson. (Kistemaker, p. 357)

In 11:4 we find Paul is concerned the bdieversin Corinth will have their minds “led
adtray” inthreearess’  What are they?

1
2.
3.
Do you think that you are a Chritian that could be easily led astray by incorrect

teaching? Areyou like the Corinthians who apparently, “put up with it easlly enough?’
Why? Why not?

In 11:2 Paul saysheisjedous for the Corinthians with a“godly jedlousy.” Murray
Harris points out that, “Human jedousy isavice, but to share divine jedousy isavirtue.”
(Harris, p. 385) What is the difference between human and “godly jedousy” ?

In 11:2-4 Paul uses an illugtration that would be very familiar to first century earsbut is
quite foreign t