
 Baptism at Santa Barbara Community Church
What is Baptism?
Baptism publicly symbolizes a person’s 
identification with the death and resurrection 
of Jesus.

Baptism is a symbol of the spiritual reality of new 
birth. When a believer is baptized, his or her old life 
is symbolically buried in the waters of baptism and 
raised to a new life. 

Consider what Paul had to say about baptism to the 
church in Rome: 

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We 
were therefore buried with him through baptism 
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life. If we have been united with 
him like this in his death, we will certainly also be 
united with him in his resurrection. For we know 
that our old self was crucified with him so that 
the body of sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves to sin. (Romans 6:3-6).

Paul’s phrase, “baptized into” in the passage above 
is the language of identification with, belonging to, 
and union with Christ.  To be “baptized into” Jesus 
Christ and his death is to publicly declare, “I have 
identified with the death and resurrection of Christ 
as my only hope for salvation. Correspondingly, I 
know that my old life is dead and I have been raised 
again to a new life.” 

Baptism does not effect any changes in the 
believer’s standing before God. Rather, it is an 
outward expression of the inner changes already 
made by God himself.

Why Should I Be Baptized?
Every believer is to be baptized.

In the New Testament, baptism was the expected 
and normal response when one was saved. Baptism 
is not for a certain type of Christian who believes 
that he or she is “ready,” while other Christians wait. 

In the Book of Acts, Peter preached about the death 
and resurrection of Jesus to thousands of listeners. 
Here’s what happened next: 

When the people heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 
‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Repent 
and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’ (Acts 2:37-
38, also see Acts 8:26-38, 16:25-33, 22:16-6)

The New Testament pattern is that believers, 
after being born again, are baptized—usually 
immediately—in order to symbolize and publicly 
declare their new faith in Jesus as savior and Lord.

Baptism is Commanded by Christ.
Aside from the pattern of previous practice in the 
New Testament, we are commanded by Christ to be 
baptized. At the end of his earthly ministry, Jesus 
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instructed his disciples about what they were to do 
after he left. 

Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.’ (Matthew 28:18-20) 

Clearly, based on this command to the Apostles, the 
idea of an unbaptized disciple was foreign to the 
early church.  In short, baptism is commanded by 
the Lord. If we want to be obedient disciples, we 
will be baptized.

Baptism is Modeled by Christ.
Finally, baptism is so central and significant to the 
Christian faith that even Jesus was baptized.  In 
Matthew’s Gospel we read,

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to 
be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, 
saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?’ Jesus replied, ‘Let it be so now; it is 
proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.’ 
Then John consented. (Matthew 3:13-15) 

And, what was God’s response to this act? 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of 
the water. At that moment heaven was opened, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, 
‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased.’ (Matthew 3:16-17) 

In summary, baptism serves as a public symbol 
of the death of the old life and the resurrection 
unto new life that is offered by the death and 
resurrection of Christ. Upon placing one’s trust in 
Christ’s sacrificial death and resurrection, baptism 
ought to be the natural response of all believers, 
as it publicly declares the new reality, fulfills the 
command of Christ, and follows in the footsteps of 
Jesus. In light of all this, baptism is something to be 
undertaken seriously, thoughtfully, and joyfully.

If you have trusted in Christ as your Savior, we 
strongly urge you to be baptized! If you would like 
more information or have any further questions 
about baptism, please contact the church office 
or one of our pastors. You can also hear a sermon 
about baptism at SBCC at www.sbcommunity.org/
about/whatwebelieve.

Scheduling a Baptism
Contact Deana Gilman (687-7797/deana@
sbcommunity.org) to schedule a baptism date.  
They can be completed at any of our three Sunday 
services.

What Happens Now?
Full-immersion baptisms are performed in 
a baptistery located above and behind the 
Sanctuary stage.

Once your baptism is scheduled, one of the 
pastors will contact you to talk it over and see 
if you have any questions.  You will be invited to 
give a short testimony to your coming to faith in 
Christ.  This is optional.  Ultimately the baptism 
is the testimony, but you are invited to add some 
words of your own if you are comfortable with 
this.  The church will be encouraged either way.

You will receive a call several days before the 
baptism to confirm and to answer any questions 
you might still have.

Please wear dark clothes in which to be baptized 
and bring:

•  Towel
•  Change of clothes
•  Any needed toiletries

On the day of the baptism, please arrive 15 
minutes before the service and check in with the 
person who will be baptizing you.  The pastor will 
tell you when in the service the baptisms will take 
place and when you should make your way back 
to the area behind the Sanctuary to change and 
wait.  There will be someone there to greet you 
and answer any last minute questions.  

After the baptism, you can dry off, change clothes 
and return to the service.  A hair dryer will be 
available after the baptism for your convenience.

Have Questions?
If you have questions at any time, feel free to 
contact the church office at 687-7797.


