INTRODUCTION

“Come now, let us reason together,” saysthe LORD.
Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wooal.
If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the
land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the
sword.”

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

|saiah 1:18-21

Thoroughly Confounded

In the fourth century St. Augustine asked Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, which book of the
Old Testament he should read. Ambrose advised the book of Isaiah. Augustine followed
the advice and claimed to be thoroughly confounded by the prophet’ s sixty-six chapters.
Perhaps that was because Augustine didn’t possess this study guide, or perhapsit was
because the book is, in fact, difficult to understand.

Aswe work through this book we
will come into aworld about
which mogt of usknow little. We
will find names which are hard to
pronounce and historical figures of
whom we have never heard. But
through these 12 studies we will,
Lord willing, gain arenewed
vison of God, of his sovereignty,
of his stern wrath, of his
compassionate love and of the
Messiah he was to send some
seven centuries after Isaiah’'s
minidry.

Isaiah is a book about God.

Y ahweh, God's covenant namein
the Old Testament, isin contral.
Hiswill will be done, his purposes
will not be thwarted (46:11), his
covenant will be fulfilled.

Ultimately Isaiah pointsto Jesus. Isaiah isthe second most quoted book in the New
Testament (after the Psdms). The vast mgjority of these references point to Jesus asthe
one who fulfilled Isaiah’ s messanic prophecies. John, in his Gospel, quotes from Isaiah
53 and Isaiah 6 and then editoridizes,
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Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about him.
John 12:41

Angular People

Prophets are one of God's giftsto his people. Prophets stir the pot. They stoke the fire.
They don't fit in. Prophets embarrass, often they arerude. Asone writer putsiit,
Prophets are angular. They seedl of life from God's perspective and preach
accordingly. Thersisamessage of judgment and comfort, repentance and sdvation. As
Eugene Peterson writes,

These men and women woke people up to the sovereign presence of God in their
lives. They ydled, they wept, they rebuked, they soothed, they challenged, they
comfor;ted. They used words with power and imagination, whether blunt or
subtle.

During Bible times, Israel enjoyed and endured the message of her prophets over atime
period lasting hundreds of years. Sixteen of these prophets wrote down what they said
and we can read their sermons, songs, poetry and prose when we open our Bible? When
we read the message of the prophets we find oursaves, often smultaneoudy, bewildered,
amused, affronted, shocked and confused. The Protestant reformer Martin Luther said in
the Sixteenth century,

The prophets have a queer way of talking, like people who, instead of proceeding
in an orderly manner, ramble off from one thing to the next, so that you cannot
make head or tail of them or see what they are getting at.2

TheLifeand Timesof Isaiah the Prophet

Isaiah was one of the Sixteen writing prophets Perhaps we could cal him the writing

prophet for the book which bears his name is generaly regarded as the high pesk of Old
Testament prophetic writing. The beauty of 1saiah’s prose-poetry is without equa. One
commentator notices that the language of this prophet is so sublime that the sensitive

reader sometimes has to remind himself that all this beauty does not exist for its own sake
but that it is the meaning of the words that is all-important. (Grogan, p. 20)

Barry Webb cdls Isaiah the Romans of the Old Testament.

It is here that the threads come together and the big picture of God's purposes for
his people and for hisworld is most clearly set forth. (Webb, pp. 37-38)

! From The Message: The Old Testament Prophets, p. 7.
2 These sixteen writing prophets are divided into two groups, major and minor. The major prophets are

Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel and are called so because of the volume of their writings.
3 Quoted in Seitz, p. 2.
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Isaiah begins his book with a declaration:

The vison concerning Judah and Jeruslem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during
the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. (Isa 1:1)

Isaiah was cdled to his prophetic task in the year of King Uzziah's degth (740 BC), the
beginning of atime of severe trangtion for both the northern kingdom of Isragl and the
southern kingdom of Judah.? Isaiah was a southern prophet, staying in and around
Jerusdlem hisentire life.

Isaiah minigtered during the reigns of five kings of Judah.

Uzziah Jotham Ahaz Hezekiah » Manasseh
790-740 753-731 735-715 715-686 695-642

<«— Described in 2 Kings 15:32—21:18 —»

During the fifty year reign of King Uzziah both Judah and Isragl enjoyed atime of peace
and economic prosperity. Egypt, a perennia threat from the south, was weakened
interndly and externdly. Assyria had her own troubles which alowed the tiny kingdoms
of lsradl and Judah to grow economicaly and militarily.

But asthereign of Uzziah drew to its close, a competent, ambitious and vicious ruler rose
to lead Assyriato stunning military conquests. Tiglath- Pileser 1112 led Assyria to become
the dominant politica power of the Middle East. After the Assyrians subdued Babylon
and Syrig, itsintentions for westward expansion were clear. Soon northern states were
paying homage to Tiglath-Pileser 111 as they became puppet kingdoms under Assyrian
control. Intheyear King Uzziah died the peace Judah had enjoyed was severely
threatened. Four Assyrian rulers played arolein the palitical backdrop of Isaiah’s

minigry.
Uzziah Jotham Ahaz Hezekiah » Manasseh
790-740 753-731 735-715 715-686 695-642
Tiglah Pileser Shdmaneser V. Sargon 1l Sennacherib
745-727 726-722 721-705 704-681
—> —> —>

1 After the reigns of Saul, David and Solomon, Israel had acivil war (931 BC) and divided into two
countries: Israel in the north and Judah in the south. However, in |saiah the name Israel is usually an
umbrellaterm refering to the covenant people of God, both from the north and the south (see 1:3; 8:18;
14:1; 19:24; 40:27; 41:8, 14; etc.). On the other hand, sometimesthe term Israel does refer to the northern
kingdom as opposed to Judah in the south (see 7:1; 9:8, 12; 11:12).

2 Tiglath Pileser ruled from 745-727 BC. His mother is reported to have called him simply, Tiggy.
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|saiah’sWorld

Aram (Syria)

O Damascus
B E ael

Tyr

Samarfa
Philstia

Mediterranean Sea

After Uzziah's desth, Judah endured crisis after crisswhich caled into question her very
existence as a people.

First, in 734 BC, the kings of Isradl and Damascus entered into an aliance againgt
Assyriaand tried to persuade Ahaz, king of Judah, to join them. Ahaz refused, but then
wilted when Damascus and Isradl joined together and attacked Jerusdlem. King Ahaz
turned to Assyriafor protection and began to pay a hefty sum for her help.

Second, in 722 BC the Assyriansinvaded and conquered Isradl and incorporated its
territory into their empire.! During Bible times it would never again regain independence.

The biblica description from 2 Kings of the fal of the northern kingdom is chilling inits
dartling brevity. After dl of her glory asanation, Isragl was no more.

All thistook place because the |sralites had sinned againgt the LORD their God,
who had brought them up out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of
Egypt. They worshiped other gods and followed the practices of the nations the

! Thefall of Israel was provoked by King Hoshea (732-722 BC) who revolted against Shalmaneser, Tiglath
Pileser’s son, in 726 BC. Hoshea expected help from arevitalized Egypt (Isaiah 30—31; see 2 Kings 17:1-
6) but was taken captive instead by Shalmaneser.
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LORD had driven out before them, aswell as the practices that the kings of 1sradl
had introduced. The Isradlites secretly did things againg the LORD their God
that were not right. (2 Kings 17:7-9a)

Theimplications of Isradl’ sfdl for Judah were monumenta. The border of the Assyrian
empire was now amere 8 miles north of Jerusalem!

Third, after thefdl of Isradl, Judah was drawn in to her most sgnificant criss during
Isaiah’'slife. When Sargon |1 died and Sennacherib replaced him (see chart, p. 3), the
time seemed ripe for Judean revolt. The geopalitica Stuation was ever changing and
increasingly volaile. Egypt was gaining strength from the south. To the east Merodach-
Badadan was ruling in Babylon and gaining power even as the Assyrians gppeared to be
weskening from the north.

Was this the time for King Hezekiah to re-establish the independence of Judah? But, if
0, how? Both Egypt and Babylon were making offers for an dliance! Assyriawasa
condant threet. Isaiah, in the midst of this politica tumult, makes promises from God to
protect his people if they will Smply trust in Him.?

Hezekiah did rebel against Sennacherib and the results were ominous 1n701 BC
Sennacherib launched his atack. One army moved down the Philistine coast and
subdued Egypt. Another army moved down through Samaria gpproaching Jerusalem
from the north.

Sennacherib clams to have destroyed forty-9x Judean cities and to have deported
200,150 inhabitants of the land, though the real number is probably close to two thousand
deportees.* Hezekiah was stuck in Jerusdlem like a bird in a cage according to the
Assyrianwarrior. Inthe midst of a seemingly insurmountable Situation Isaiah promises
God's ddliverance of Jerusalem (37:21-35).

Therefore thisiswhat the LORD says concerning the king of Assyria
[ Sennacherib] will not enter this city
or shoot an arrow here.
He will not come before it with shield
or build a siege ramp against it.
By the way that he came he will return;
he will not enter thiscity,

! The key issue in chapters 28 — 35 iswhether Judah, and in particular itsleaders, will rely on Egypt or on
the LORD in the face of the growing threat posed by the ever-increasing power of Assyria. (Webb, p. 116).
Seelsaiah 31:1 for example.

2 See, for example 28:16ff., 30:15ff.

3 Some see Isaiah 24-27, often called I saiah’s Apocal ypse, as a celebration of Hezekiah' s rebellion. The
Assyrian troops, temporarily at least, were forced to leave Jerusalem.

“ Cf. Bright, p. 284. Thereisno question of the ferocity of Sennacherib’sinvasion. Excavations at Lachish
.. reveal, along with evidences of destruction, a huge pitinto which the remains of some 1,500 bodies had
been dumped and covered with pig bones and other debris—presumably the garbage of the Assyrian army.
(Bright, p. 284)
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declares the LORD.
| will defend this city and save it,
for my sake and for the sake of David my servant!

And o itwas. God sent a plague to the Assyrian army, putting to death 185,000 soldiers.
Sennacherib and his remaining troops fled to Nineveh.

Thelnternal Threat

While Judah was surrounded by military threats from the surrounding nations, her grester
troubles came from her own people. The message of Isaiah consigtently proclaims that
God isin control of the nations. They will do what He commands. But the peopl€' s
gnful practices, their participation in pagan idolairy, their lack of concern for the poor,
their pride and their disregard for justice will bring the nation down.

The eyes of the arrogant man will be humbled and the pride of men brought low;

the LORD done will be exdted in that day. The LORD Almighty hasaday in

gorefor dl the proud and lofty, for al that is exalted and they will be humbled.
lsaiah 2:11-12

Old Tesament scholar Abraham Heschd summarizesthetendon in Isaiah’stime.

The earth isfull of the glory of God (6:3), but the land isfilled with idols (2:8).
Men are haughty and full of pride (2:11), yet they bow down to the work of their
hands, to what their own fingers have made (2:8). They regard themsaves as
wise and shrewd (5:21), but are devoid of the smpleingght with which even an
animd is endowed—knowing who heis (1:3). (Heschd, p. 78)

The message of Isaiah isthat God will not forever be mocked. If the inhabitants of Judah
do not repent, judgment is sure to follow.
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The Structure of HisVision

|saiah’s 66 chaptersfal into two parts

Chapters 1-35 Chapters 40-66
Prophecies of Isaiah Prophecies of Isaiah
Deding primarily with the Looking forward 150 yearsto the
immediate political Stuation with invason of the Babylonians and
Assyrig, etc. to the coming Kingdom of God
Pivot
Chapters 36-39

Higoricd narrative
36-37 Sennacherib’ sinvasion
38-39 Hezekiah'sillness

Another way to see Isaiah is as follows:

Chapter 1-35: Assyrian Threat Chapter 40-66 Babylonian
Captivity
The need for faith
The necessity of repentance The promise of judgment
Thefdly of Sn The certainty of aremnant to be
restored
The promise of God's future Kingdom

I Chapters 36-39 /

Webb points out the overall movement in Isaiah from the Old Jeruslem of Isaiah to the
New Jerusalem of the Kingdom of God.? We move from afdlen people and crestionto a
redeemed people, from every nation, who congtitute the people of God. But, as Webb
points out, this movement takes place again and again. We would be mistaken to read
Isaiah like anove which tellsagory in linear fashion. The movement from Old

! This study will concentrate on thefirst half of Isaiah. Lord willing, next fall we will study Isaiah’s
prophecy a second time, concentrating on chapters 40-66.
2 Cf. Webb, pp. 30-33.
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Jerusalem to New Jerusalem takes place again and again, with the most complete
description of life in God' s kingdom being saved for the last two chapters of the book.

Consider yet another chart of the movement in Isaiah:

Old Jerusalem Part 1 1-12 Assyria
Part 2 13-27
Part 3 28-35

Part 4: Historical Interlude: 36-39

Part 5 40—51:11
4 Part 6 51:12—53 4
New Jerusalem Part 7 56-66 Babylon

Wehb writes,

While the fullest description of life in the new crestion is reserved until the last

two chapters, we are given frequent anticipations and pledges of it dl the way
through, especidly at the concluson of Parts 1, 2, 3, 5and 6. We glimpsethe end
many times before we findly arrive and rest there. (Webb, p. 30)

Notice, each of these sections ends with singing! Asthe end of history approaches, with
God' s kingdom triumphant, His people, and even the mountains and hills and the trees
(55:12) cannot keep themselves from worship!

The Threads Come Together

Isaiah’'svigonishig. It drawstogether the mgor themes of the Old Testament and of the
New.

What isthe overarching theme of OT theology? Perhapsit isthe covenant. Here
in Isaiah, God's specia relationship with Isradl is presupposed throughout.
Perhapsit is the kingdom of God. The whole structure of the book brings out the
implications of God's sovereign control of things in the interests of his kingdom.
Perhapsit is promise and fulfillment. Here we see time and again the word of
divine authority being fulfilled and further fulfillment thereby pledged. Perhapsit
isamply God himsdf, Israd’sHoly One. This book is one long expostion of the
implication—for Isragl and the world—of who and what heis. So this great
prophecy—its whole structure unified by its teaching about the Holy One of
Israel, who is true to hisword, faithful to his covenant, and pursues the
edablishment of his kingdom—is a classic disclosure of the very heart of OT
faith. (Grogan, pp. 21-22)

May God bless us as we read, study and apply the words of this book!
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Study One
WoeisYou!
| saiah 5:1-30

Jesus used awhip
of cordsto cleanse
the Jerusdem
temple of hisday.
Prophets, from time
to time, do things
like that.
Sometimes ther
activities are loaded
with symbolism and
ggnificance. Isaiah
walks naked, or
nearly so, in
Jerusalem for three
years to symbolize
God's ddiverance
over Egypt, Cush
and Assyria (see

Isaiah 30). Hosea marries a progtitute to portray |sragl’ s spiritua idolatry. Jeremiah, a

the command of God, remains a bached or, foregoing family and children because God's

wrath iscoming. Heisto avoid funeras because God no longer has compassion on

Judah (see Jeremiah 16). Later Jeremiah buys property to give the people hope when their

lives seem hopeless (Jeremiah 32).

But usudly prophets employ words. Jesus cleansed the Temple with awhip of chords,
Isaiah, Ezekid, Hosea, Jod and company, used awhip of words. The sermons, songs
and poetry of the prophets embarrass, even as they confront and chalenge those with ears
to hear. Ezekid says his listeners were worse than prostitutes because they did it for free.
(Ezek 16:31-34). Jeremiah is graphic when he says for Yahweh,*

I will pull up your skirts over your face that your shame may be seen, your
adulteries and lustful neighings, your shameless progtitution! | have seen your
detestable acts on the hills and in the fidlds. Woe to you, O Jerusdem! How long
will you be unclean? (Jeremiah 13:26-27)

Isaiah 5isawhip of words. Woeto you! Isaiah saysover and over again. Structuraly
this chapter forms the dimax of the introduction to the whole book.?

1y ahweh is the covenant name for God in the Old Testament. Most English translations signal the reader
when this name is being used for God by using all upper-case letters, that is, LORD instead of Lord.

2 Motyer’s outlineis both helpful and complimentary to what we saw in the Introduction regarding the
structure of Isaiah. He sees|saiah falling into three sections:
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The future seems like a great question mark, for even the Lord has cometo the
point where he asks what more is there that can be done (vs. 4). In 1:2-31 though
sn blighted life yet a bright hope was sketched in 1:26-27 for the future; in 2:1-
4:6 though sn marred life' s highest purposes yet cleansing and new creetion was
held in view (4:2-6); but now sn takes even hope away and nothing isleft but the
gathering darkness (vs. 30). (Motyer, p. 67)

Read Isaiah 5. Read it doud if possble. Try to hear something of the rhythm and
cadence of the prophet’ swords. Read the text doud in your homegroup. Put yoursalves
under the prophet’s preaching. Consider the overal structure of the chapter as you read.

The song of the Vineyard (vss. 1-7)

The bitter crop produced (vss. 8-30)

Now read the chapter a second time. Consder the two key words, woe and therefore.
The woes introduce the snswhich Isragl has committed. The ther efores speak of the
judgment of God. The woe isacommon feeture of prophetic preaching.

Through the prophets, God makes predictions of imminent doom using the device
of the “woe,” and no Isralite could miss the significance of the use of that word.
Woe oracles contain, ether explicitly or implicitly, three dements that uniquely
characterize thisform: an announcement of distress (the word “woe,” for
example), the reason for the distress, and a prediction of doom. (Gordon Fee &
Douglas Stuart, How To Read the Bible For All I1ts Worth, Zondervan, 1982, p.
160)

The book of the King (Isaiah 1-37)

The book of the Servant (Isaiah 38-55)

The book of the Anointed Conqueror (lsaiah 56-66)
Motyer sees chapters 1-5 as a preface to the entire book culminating in chapter 5 which is the grimmest
section of the preface. It speaks of the inevitability of God’s judgment and of God’ s future grace. (Motyer,
p. 67)
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Note the growing intengty of God's judgment as this sermon progresses. Summarize the
woes and therefores as you read.

5:8 Woe

5:9 The Lord has declared

5:11 Woe

5:13 Therefore

The Song of the The bad fruit of
Vineyard > Judah's public life
(5:1-7) (5:8-30)

5:13 Therefore

5:18 Woe

5:20 Woe

5:21 Woe

5:22 Woe

5:24 Therefore

5:25 Therefore

Notes & Questions:
5:1-7 The Song of the Vineyard
Unpack this song.
Who dngsthis song? |sthere more than one singer?
Towhomisit sung?
Whoistheonel love (vs. 1)?
What isthe song about? Whet isthe vineyard?

5:2isgraphic. The NIV readsbut it yielded only bad fruit. The Hebrew text says,
literdly, stink fruit.
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Compare John 15:1-4, 16 and Romans 7:4. Do you think of your lifein Christ as afruit-
bearing enterprise? Share an example of good fruit in your life. Confessan areaof stink
fruit.

5:6 Comparethisverse with Isaiah 55:9-13. Notice the beautiful symmetry of this
prophecy!

5:7 ispoetic in its use of assonance, words which sound dike. In the Hebrew, justice and
bloodshed sound virtualy the same, as do the words righteousness and distress. Judah
has lost her way and cannot distinguish good from evil (5:28). Verse 9 may possbly be
playing with thiswhen it reads, literdly,

Inmy ears! The Lord of hosts!

Isradl cannot hear the difference between justice and bloodshed, but Y ahweh isin the
ears of Isaiah!

5:7 lsradl and Judah are cdled the garden of God' s delight. What wasit like for God to
look at that garden and see such an insengitivity toward Sn? How canthan be a

motivating factor in your Chridian life?

5:8-30 The Stink Fruit of the Vineyard & the Judgment of God

Look over the six woes of these verses. Isaiah is criticizing Judah. Would these same
woes be leveled against America at the outset of the 21% century?

Write a pargphrase of severd of thesewoes. Share it with your group.
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5:8 lsradl wasto see hersdf asliving on God' s land (see Leviticus 25:23ff.). Wedth
was from God and those who had it were to use it respongibly and hold it loosely (see
Deut 8:18, 1 Chronicles 29:11-14, etc.). Every 50 years Isragl was to celebrate the year
of Jubilee: debts were to be cancelled and land was to be returned to its original owner
(Leviticus 25).

By Isaiah’stime the era of the land baron had arrived. The prophets decry the Stuation
because of the injustice employed by the rich and powerful.

Woe to those who plan iniquity, to those who plot evil on their bedd At
morning’s light they carry it out becauseit isin their power to do it. They covet
fidlds and seize them, and houses, and take them. They defraud a man of his
home, afdlowman of his inheritance. . . .Y ou drive the women of my people
from their pleasant homes. Y ou take away my blessing from ther children
forever. (Micah 2:2-3, 9; see Amos 2:6-8)

Wedth is not necessarily abad thing from an Old Testament perspective.
» Proverbs 12:27

> Proverbs 13:4, 22

But ill-gotten wedth will profit us nothing.
Like a partridge that hatches eggsiit did not lay is the man who gainsriches by
unjust means. When hislifeis hdf gone, they will desert him, and in the end he
will proveto beafool. (Jer. 17:11)

Why isthisthe firg woe? How do the other five woes flow from this charge of wedth
addiction?

What |esson(s) can we learn from this woe?

! Thereis no record of Israel practicing this celebration.
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5:16 Aswe shdl see, in sudy two and throughout Isaiah, the holiness of God is what
digtinguishes Y ahweh from the people of Judah and from the gods of the ancient world.
The word holy denotes separateness.”  Read this verse carefully. What kind of holiness
(separateness) does God possess in his character?

What does this teach us about our pursuit of holiness?

5:17 Note the power of theimagery. Think of this verse being fulfilled in Montecito,
Santa Barbara, Hope Ranch or Goleta.

Then the lambs will graze asin their pasiure, And strangers will est in the waste
places of the wedthy. (NASB)

5:20 presents a picture of amoral code which has been reverses. What are some
examples of thisreversa in our culture? What helps you to live Chrigianly in such atime
asours?

5:12, 24 What is the essence of sin according to these verses?

Look again at 5:11, 12, 22-23. What do these verses teach us about our use of acoholic
beverages?

5:26-30 Notice the sovereignty of God in these verses. At God' swhidtle the nations
heed his cal and Judah will be judged.

Look at the double imagein vss. 29-30. We find the roar of alion and the despair of a
sallor hopeesdy logt a sea. Even his gaze at the land produces no hope.

! The neutrality of thisword is verified in Genesis 38:21. There we read of aholy prostitute (temple
prostitutein the NIV or cultic prostitute in other translations) because she was set apart for the work of
cultic prostitution.
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Study Two
WoeisMel
|saiah 6:1-13

The glory of God is a living man; and the
life of man consistsin beholding God.

S0 said Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons,
sometime in the second century. God's
glory, hisaugust grandeur, his stunning
superiority over everything he created is
indeed, the life of man.

One of history’ s greatest theologiansis S.

Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274). He wrote

voluminoudy and contributed his Summa

Theologiae (Summary of Theology) which

isread to thisday. Toward theend of his

life this renowned thinker was done in achapd and had avison of Chrigt. You have
written well of me, Thomas. What will you have asa reward? Thomas responseis
legendary, Only yourself Lord.

S. Thomas was never the same after hisvison of Christ. So moved was he that he never
wrote another word of theology.

A vison of God. The very notion attracts and repels. To encounter the living God isto
be changed forever. Isaiah 6:1-13 contains a description of the prophet’s call to service
in the midst of avision of God's holiness*

Read Isaiah 6 from as many trandations as you have avallable. What initid thoughts do
you have from these 13 verses? What details stand out? What questions do these verses
provoke? Can you formulate an outline of this chapter?

Scintillating Details Troubling Questions Coherent Outline

! The very word prophet comes from a Hebrew word which meansto call. Isaiah 6 isthe prophet’ s report
of hisown call.
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Notes & Questions.

6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died. . . Isaiah’svison takes place at the end of
prosperoustimes. Three years before Uzziah's deeth in Judah, Jeroboam |1, king of
Isradl, died in the north. Jeroboam |1 reigned 40 years and Uzziah reigned 50 years.
Under the rule of these two monarchs, the territory of 1sragl/Judah was expanded to the
extremes established by David. The two nations were a peace with one another and
enjoyed a season of abundance.

With these two degths the glory of Isradl and Judah beginsto fade. In the north, anarchy
isthe order of the day (cf. 2 Kings 15:8-31). In the south, Judah faces internal weakness
and decay. The Assyrians are on therise, politica stability isno longer enjoyed.

Look over these verses again asawhole. What comfort, if any, would this chapter
provide for people who are living at such atrangtiond time?

The structure of Isaish 6 isilluminating. Consider the following outline
The death of the King (1)

A vison of God's holiness (1b-4)
Responding to God's holiness (5-7) | said. . .2
Responding to God's concern (8-10) | said. . .

Responding to God' s purpose (11-134) | said. . .

The oak tree which is cut down and the promise of future life (13b)

6:1-4 1 sawtheLord... Wearenot told whether or not Isaiah wasin the Jerusdlem
temple. And such information seems beside the point. The puny God of Judah is now
seen to be the God whose glory fills the whole earth! The prophet is blessed with a
vison of God. Hisglimpse of God and hisglory is never redly described. The reader is
only treated to a description of the accoutrements of God' s holiness: God' s throne, the

! Based on Motyer, p. 75.
2 The threefold repetition of Isaiah’ s response, | said, | said, | said, (vss. 5, 8, 11) is preserved in the NASB.
The NIV obscuresthiswith| criedinvs. 5.
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train of hisrobe which fills the temple, the seraphs® and their song ascribing to God his
holiness and the shaking of the building.

6:3 At the center of Isaiah’svison isthe ascription of God's holiness. Hebrew writers
used repetition to give emphasis or to expresstotality. Even their superlatives (bet,
worst, etc.) were usualy formed by repesting words. 2 Here we find something uniquein
Scripture, athregfold repetition. Motyer cdls this a super-superlative which had to be
invented to capture the mgesty of Isaiah’svison.

The Hebrew word for holy means brightness or separatedness. Read and respond to the
following quotation.

‘Brightness’ suggests the unaproachable God (cf. 1 Tim 6:16 with Ps. 104:2),
‘separatedness’ isthe posgitive qudity which distinguishes or defines God. . . .
[T]he question ariseswhat it is that makes him unapproachable or what it is that
conditutes his distinctiveness. The answer isthat it is histota and unique mora
maesty. When people fear before God (eg. Jdg. 6:22; 13:22) it ‘is not the
consciousness of . . . humanity in the presence of divine power, but the
consciousness of . . . sinin the presence of mora purity’. (Motyer, p. 77°)

Describe, in your own words, what it means for God to be Holy, Holy, Holy.

6:5-7 Compare Isaiah’s response to God's holiness with your own.

When Isaiah says, Woe is me he means, as one trandation putsit, I’m a goner, or asthe
Message reads, I’ m as good as dead.

What three reasons does Isaiah give for being a goner?

! Seraphsmeansburning ones. Thisisthe only time we find them in the Old Testament. They are thought
to be angelic creatures who attend to God on histhrone. See Revelation 4-5.

2 For example, we never find God referred to as the greatest king, but asKing of kings, or Lord of lords. In
2 Kings 25:15 we read of pure gold, but in the Hebrew we would read gold, gold. (Motyer, p. 76)

3 The quotation within this quotation is from H. H. Rowley, The Faith of Israel (SCM, 1956), p. 66.
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What lessons can we draw for our own lives from Isaiah’s response to God' s holiness?

Think of your mogt religious momentsin life. When have you felt or sensed the presence
of God mogt intimately? How was/is your response to God' s holiness similar (or
different) to Isaiah’s? Isthe holiness of God a catdyst for long-term change in your life?
In what ways?

Whom did Isaiah seein hisvison? Consder John 12:41 and John 1:18.

6:6-7 Wha isthe sgnificance of the burning cod invs 6-7a? Where doesit come
from? How isthisaction interpreted in vs. 7b? How do these verses testify to the grace
of God?

Consder thewords of A. W. Tozer with regard to this section.

Theinterior journey of the soul from the wilds of sininto the enjoyed presence of
God is beautiful. Ransomed men need no longer pause in fear to the Holy of
Holies. God wills that we should push on into His presence and live our whole
life there.
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6:8 Notice the swift and unilateral response of Isaiah to God's cal. He doesn’t know
what histask will be. Herel am, send me. No qudifications, no need for assurance that
aprophet’ slife will be acomfortable one. Isaiah expresses asmple willingnessto do
God' swill, regardless of the cogt.

Only when aman has been convicted of sin and has understood that the Redeemer
has borne the guilt of hissin is he willing and ready joyfully to serve God, to go
wherever God may cal him. (Young, val., p. 254)

Have you ever fdt thisway? Give examples.

6:9-10 are astroubling as they are difficult. Motyer cdlsthem the oddest commission
ever given to a prophet. Tell these people not to understand and, through your
preaching, effect heart-hardening and spiritual blindness.

Summarize these two verses. Write your own pargphrase and read it to your homegroup.

Look at the verses again. Make alist of the body parts (or senses) referred to. List them
in order. What doesthislist sgnify?

When consdering these verses we should note both the sovereignty of God and the
freedom of his creatures. God is going to use Isaiah’s message to further harden the
hearts of people whose hearts are dready hard. The people of Judah have beenin
rebellion asthe rest of this book shows. God'sjudgment isjust.

Isaiah’s ministry was to preach to stony soil, so that it might be apparent that the
people were no longer the theocracy (people ruled by God), and that they were
rightfully ripe for banishment from their land. God'swork of hardening therefore
attests to the fact that the time for banishment from Palestine was at hand (Y oung,
vol.1, p. 259)
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What isdl the more stunning about this commission isthat both Jesus and Paul refer to it
to describe the regjection of Chrigt.

Matthew 13:14-15
Mark 4:10-12
: _ Luke8:10
|saiah 6:9-10 John 12:39-41
Acts 28:26-27

Romans 11:18

The sx-fold repetition of these versesin the New Testament highlights their importance
and forbids our glossing over their meaning. Motyer isvery hdpful when he asks how
we should interpret Isaiah’s commission.

How did Isaiah obey them? According to the criticiam leveled a him in 28:9-10,
Isaiah taught with such smplicity and clarity that the sophisticates of his day
scorned him asfit only to conduct akindergarten. [Isaiah] bears al the marks of a
plain, systematic, reasoned approach. It isclear that Isaiah did not understand his
commission as one to blind people by obscurity of expression or complexity of
message. He, in fact, faced the preacher’ s dilemma: if hearers are resstant to the
truth, the only recourseisto tell them the truth yet again, more clearly than

before. But to do thisisto expose them to the risk of rgjecting the truth yet again
and, therefore, of increased hardness of heart. 1t could even be that the next
rglection will prove to be the point a which the heart is hardened beyond
recovery. The human eye cannot see this point in advance; it comes and goes
unnaticed. But the al-sovereign God both knowsit and appointsit as he presides
in perfect justice over the psychologica processes he created (Ex. 4:21). It was at
just such a point that Isaiah was caled to office. Histask wasto bring the Lord's
word with fresh, even unparaleed clarity, but in their response people would
reach the point of no return. (Motyer, p. 79)

Isyour heart growing harder or softer during this season of your life? What evidence
would you give to support your answer?

Think about the seasons of your life as a bdiever. What helps keep your heart soft to
God?
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What causes your heart to grow hard?

Isaiah’ s vison of God was comprehensive (The whole earth is full of his glory) and
trandforming (Here | am, send me!). The cal and commission of Isaiah exacted ahigh
price. Tradition hasit that the prophet was sawed in two during the reign of King
Manasseh. Reflect in your homegroup on how your vison of God has or has not
transformed your life. How comprehensive isyour vison of God?
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HoPE, JUDGMENT AND HOPE

Study Three
Hope, Judgment and Hope
| saiah 2—4

A cursory look at
our erarevedsan
unparaleed socid
degeneracy in
American life. Our
televison sets
pump incressingly
putrid images into
our homes.
Women’s
Magazines expose
usto avas array of
sexud titillation
and perverson as
we wait to pay for
our groceries. Pop
music islaced with
images and words
which were once
deemed obscene.
Our ndtion’'s
children are producing lower and lower test scores. Marriage and fiddlity are treated asa
vestige from abygone era. Wanton materidism istaken for granted while workers from
the two-thirds world subsist on meager wages.> We have cut ourselves off at the root, yet
we ingst on enjoying the fruit of adying tree.

The world, especidly the modern world, has reached a curious condition of ritua
or routine; in which we might amogt say that it iswrong even when it isright. It
continues to a great extent to do the sengible things. It israpidly ceasing to have
any of the sensible reasons for doing them. It is dways lecturing on the deadness
of tradition; and it isliving entirely on the life of tradition. It isaways
denouncing us for superdtition; and its own principa virtues are now dmost
entirdly superdtitions.

G. K. Chesterton

Asanation we find it possble to live abundant lives without God. We rely on our
military strength, our resources, our ingenuity and our resolve. But what a fragile entity
isthisthing caled civilization.

1 Many estimate that about half of the world’s population subsists on $2.00 a day.
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Judah, strong and prosperous under King Uzziah, is headed for collgpse. Y ahweh isnot
pleased with her ways and his judgment is around the corner.

Isaiah 2-4 contain 54 verses. In them we find structure, proportion, poetry and promise.
But we dso read of God's coming wrath on Judah.

Aswe approach this section of Isaiah consder a broad outline:

21-4

Theldeal Jerusalem

The New Jerusalem

4:2-6

God'sWrath on the Actual Jerusaler
25-4.1
A. Jerusdlem’ s Rdligious Condition
25-21
B. Jerusdlem’s Socid Condition
31—41

Read these verses doud. Try to read them asiif you were the prophet.”  Asyou read
make afew notes of those images and word-pictures which stand out. What images are
confusng? Let these questions and exclamation points guide your homegroup’s

discusson.

God’'s Coming Wrath: 2.5—4:1

Isaiah asks his readersto look forward. The section begins with the words, In the last
days. Noticethe phrasein that day throughout these verses. Scan the text and find these
wordsin 2:11, (hinted at in verse 12), 17, 20; 3.7, 18; and 4:2.

Isaiah employs what we might cal prophetic overlapping with this phrase. On the
surface that day looks forward about 150 years to the time when the Babylonians will

! Read these verses aloud in your homegroup. Assign four readers to stand (a prophetic posture) and read
2:1-4; 2:5-21; 3:1—4:1 and 4:2-6.
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destroy Judah and Jerusdlem. But, by 4:2 that day has taken on cosmic dimensions and
refersto thefind day of the Lord. This overlgpping or tdescoping is found in most of the

prophet’ s writings.
From our perspective, reading Isaiah after the first advent of Jesus, the prophecy contains
two future stages.
Isaiah’s Time That Day Day of the Lord
750-700 BC > Fal of Jerusdem | Future
586 BC The second
coming of Chrigt

From the perspective of Isaiah’s listener, the fal of Jerusalem and the final day of God's

judgment tend to merge*
pE— Day of the Lord
750-700 BC > Fdl of Jerusdem
586 BC

As these chapters unfold there is a growing intensity of wrath. What first gppearsto be a
locd judgment of Jerusalem (2:6-11) becomes a judgment of the nations and the world
(2:12-17).

Questions:

Look over 2:6—3:26. What specific sins and attitudes provoke the wrath of God? Take
some time with this. Put these offenses to God into your own words.

Which of these summarizes the essence of Judah’s problem before God?

Which of these Sng/offenses do you seein our nation’s life?

Which do you see in your own life?

1 We see this same overlap in the way the New Testament writers understand the first and second comings
of Jesus. The blessing of the Holy Spirit, aconsequence of Christ’s life and death, is understood by Peter
to be evidence that the last days have arrived (Acts 2:17), but James (5:3) and Peter see the last days, or the
last time (1 Peter 1:5) to refer to the second coming of Christ.
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What can SBCC learn from these charges?

Now look more carefully at 2:6-8. According to these verses, why has God abandoned
his people? How many reasons can you find?

Compare 2:10-11, 19, 21 with Revdation 6:15-17.

Notice in these chapters the concern over pride and arrogance. What is God' s attitude
toward these dispositions? How can we remain in a state of God-dependent humility
when we enjoy such prosperous times?

3:13-26 iswritten in the literary form of acovenant lawsuit. The prophets frequently
employ thisdevice.

God is portrayed imaginatively as the plaintiff, prosecuting attorney, judge, and
bailiff in acourt case againg the defendant Isradl. The full lawsuit containsa
summons, acharge, evidence, and a verdict, though these e ements may
sometimes be implied rather than explicit. (Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart, How
To Read the Bible For All Its Worth (Zondervan, 1982, p. 160)*

Look carefully a 3:13-26. Look for, and identify,
the judge
the prosecuting attorney
the defendant
the charge
the verdict

the sentence

! For other examples of a covenant lawsuit see Hosea 3:3-17; 4:1-19, and especially Psalm 50.
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For many of usthe materia of Isaiah isnew. Perhapswe have never read or even been

exposed to portions of Scripture which detail the wrath of God. What |esson or lessons
have you learned overdl in our study of this book? How has your understanding of God
changed in the past three weeks?

Theldeal Jerusalem 2:1-4; 4:2-6

When we read the prophets we continually bounce back and forth from despair to hope.
God' swrath will come because of sin, but hislove and grace will preserve afaithful
remnant. God'swrathisred and it issevere. But it isnot hislast word.

Read these two sections again. What is the different emphasis between the two?

2:1-4 Fromthetime of Abram’scal by Y ahweh, it was God' sintention to blessthe
whole earth through his covenant people. In fact, his covenant name, Abraham, means
father of many.

| will bless those who bless you, and whoever cursesyou | will curse; and dl
peoples on earth will be blessed through you. (Genesis 12:3)

Here we see thisblessing in the form of a prophecy. The earthly Jerusdem growsto
cosmic dimensionsand all the nations streamtto it.*

2:3 What does it mean for you, persondly, to walk in his paths? Compare Ephesians 2:2
and 2:10 (using the NASB).

! Seitz makes sense of a section of Isaiah which might appear to us either confusing or boring, chapters
13—27. Hewrites, The largest sustained section of the Book of Isaiah is concerned with establishing the
God of Israel asthe God of all the nations (chaps. 13-27). Both there and here, it would be an over
simplification to talk of the prophet’ s pronouncements against the nations. In establishing himself as Lord
over all peoples, Israel’s God does not adopt a stance of judgment only; and where such a stanceis
adopted, Israel and the nations alike stand under a similar rule of universal justice. And aswith images of
restoration directed at Israel, so too God has a plan and a purpose involving every nation on earth. (Seitz,
p. 39)
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4:2-6 What images of God's glory do you find in theided Jerusdem?

Where dse do we find these images in Scripture?

Reflect on your own life. What components of your life cause you to hope for the
ultimate fulfillment of God' s purposes? How does our hope for the ided Jerusalem
enable you to endure the difficult seasons of life?

Agan, consder theimages of Gods glory in the ided Jerusdem. Meditate on these
images, long for them. Worship! Yed
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Study Four
The Egyptian Temptation
| saiah 29:1-24

Whether we livein America, Sudan, Indiaor
Honduras, faithful living will test us. Thelife

of fath isaways difficult. Why? Becauseit
isalifeof fath. By nature we want to hedge
our bets. Woody Allen’sline, | don’t believe
in an afterlife, but I’m bringing a change of
underwear just in case, spesksfor dl of us.
Wetrust in God and our careers. We say God
is the source of our security, but we find
oursalves a bit stingy with regard to our giving
habits because our retirement portfolio isn't up
to snuff. We say with the Psalmigt that God is
the lifter of [our] head® and then spend agood
ded of timein front of the mirror, in the

weight room or jogging around the track. Again, we want to live by faith, but find
oursdlves taking a change of underwear.

What isthe Bible about? What is the point of the story? Anyone who has taken the
trouble to read the Scriptures would agree that two themes, at least, stand out. First, God
isGod. He will share the spatlight with no one. Wefind this on virtudly every page of

the Bible. The LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty
and awesome. . . (Deut. 10:17). Second, God demands absolute loyalty of those who
desire to be called his children. God's repested call isthe call to faith and fiddity. Thus
idolatry (the worship of other gods) is the most reprehengible of Sns. Thefirst
commandment testifies to this.

You shall have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3)

The command could be trandated beside me. 'Y ahweh wants no god or no other power at
his sde in the minds and hearts of those who worship him.

|saiah 28-35 is a section of the book which could be called, The Egyptian Temptation,?
that is, the temptation to trust in both God and Egypt.

! Psim 3:3.
2 We could outline this section as follows:
The Egyptian Temptation (28—35)

a. Woeto Scoffers (28)
b. Woe to Schemers (29)
c. Woeto Those who Trust Alliance with Egypt (30)
d. Woe to Those Who Rely on Egypt (31:1—32:20)
e. Woeto Assyria—But Blessings for God' s People (33)
f. The Judgment of the Nations (34)
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Recdl the higtorical Stuation. When the Assyrians were weskened militarily, Hezekiah
sensed the time was ripe for independence?

A smultaneous uprising in the east and west offered the best opportunity to
capitalize on Assyria s weskness, and it looked as though it would have to be now
or never. Thistime Hezekiah did not hestate. He hazarded dl by throwing his
hat unreservedly into the ring. He withdrew tribute, forced the reluctant
Philiginesto fdl into line, and strengthened Jerusalem’ s defenses.

It was afateful move; well-intentioned perhaps, certainly courageous, but
dregdfully mistaken, and it brought Judah to the brink of extinction. (Webb, p.
23)

King Hezekiah's and Judah'’s problem was that they put their confidence in the wrong
place. Isaiah 31:1 pinpoints the problem:

Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help,
who rely on horses,
who trugt in the multitude of their chariots
and in the greet srength of their horsemen,
but do not |ook to the Holy One of Isradl,
or seek help from the LORD.

By now we are becoming schooled in prophetic writing. Understanding Isaiah is not yet
easy, but the prophet’ s words are probably growing more comprehensible as we work
through his prophecy. Read Isaiah 29. Notice two broad divisons (judgment and hope).
29:1-16 The Judgment of Jerusalem
29:17-24 The Transformation of the World

How many of Isaiah’simages and symbols make sense? Explain theseto your
homegroup.

g. The Future Joy of the Redeemed (35)
Based on Isaiah (NavPress, 1987), p. 19. Asin chapter 5, this section has 6 woes: 28:1; 29:1, 29:15; 30:1;
31:1; 331
! Take amoment to review the material in the Introduction (p. 5) regarding Hezekiah's desire for
independence and his willingness to make an alliance with Egypt.
2 See| Kings 18:7ff.
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Make aligt of the mgjor pointsin this chapter. Discussthese in your group. What
images are paticularly confusng?

Notes & Questions:

29:1-2 Arid? Itisfairly clear from the context of these verses that Isaiah has Jerusalem
inmind. Arid isthe aty where David settled! The second king of united Israel overtook
Jerusdem from the Jebusites (2 Samud 5). But why give the city this name? Jerusalem
is nowhere ese caled by thisname. Probably because in Hebrew the word Ariel sounds
like hearth (vs. 2). Ariel then becomes aword-play depicting judgment in that the dtar
hearth of the temple was the place where sacrifices were burned completely.

Notice again what we have caled prophetic overlapping. Verses 1-5 sound very much
like the events of 701 BC when Sennacherib came to Jerusdlem. But with verses 5-8 the
scene takes on cosmic porportions.
Compare these verses with

> Zechaiah 14:1-5

» Revdaion 20:7-9

29: 9-16 What are the reasons for God' s judgment of Jerusalem? How many can you
find?
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29:11-12 isconfusng. Grogan explans.

Thewhole point of w. 11-12 isthat Isaiah’s own God-given vison was a closed
book to the people of Jerusdem. To the one who could read—perhaps the
professond prophet, who knew something of the technica language of
prophecy—the vison contained mysteries his eyes were closed to (v. 11). He
who could not read—perhaps the ordinary inhabitant of Jerusdlem—was at once
removed further till from underganding (v. 12). The seeming advantage of the
professona prophet did not redly place him ahead of the common man, for
neither in fact understood the vision. (Grogan, p. 188)

29:13 isused by Jesus to describe the attitude of the Pharisees. Read Matthew 15:1-9.
How doesthisillumine Isaiah 29:13? In what ways do you see this same tendency in
your own life? What can you do about it?

29:14 God says, Once more | will astound these people with wonder upon wonder .
Literaly thiswould reaed, doing wondrously and a wonder. The emphasisison surprise
and astonishment!  Something will happen which can only be attributed to God' s hand.

What is thiswonder? Notice how the gpostle Paul understands the fulfillment of this
promise. Compare 1 Corinthians 1:18-25.

29:15 Here we find the 5" woe of this section. Some secret negotiations with Egypt to
form an dliance agangt Assyriaareimplied. But God was left out of the conversation.

It istruly astounding what depths of inconsistency religious people are cgpable of,
epecidly in pogtions of leadership, where backroom decisons and policies dl
too often belie the faith in God that is professed in the pulpit. The Woe of verse
15 will be picked up in 30:1 and eaborated in terms of the determination to
pursue an dliance with Egypt. Thisisthe faithless plan which the leeders of
Isaiah’s day were hatching in the dark. (Webb, p. 125)

PAGE 32 STUDIESIN I SAIAH



THE EGYPTIAN TEMPTATION

Think about the last big decison you made (going to graduate school, getting married,
moving, changing jobs). How did you involve God in your plans? Share with your
group how this worked at the nitty-gritty levd.

29:16 contains a popular image favored by Isaiah, Jeremiah and Paul. God is portrayed

as apotter and his people are the clay. The verse begins with arare Hebrew word which

depictsreversd (the nounisfound only in Ezekid 16:34). Motyer trandatesthe

beginning of this verse Oh your reversal, while Young's trandation reads
Your Perversion! |sthe potter to be reckoned as the clay, that the thing made
should say of its maker, He made me not, and the thing formed say of its former,
He does not understand? (Y oung, vol. 2, p. 322)

Notice the second sentence of Y oung'strandation, Is the potter to be reckoned as the

clay. Isaahsimagery isshocking. The clay looks at the potter and says, You are just

like me!

Compare the use of thisimage (and otherslikeit) in the following verses.

» lsdiah 10:15

» Isdah 45.9-11

> |sdah 64:8

> Jeremiah 18:1-6

» Romans 9:19-25

God isthe potter, you are the clay. What doesthis mean? Put thistruth into your own
words.

When, specifically, have you experienced this potter-clay reationship with God?
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What helps you remember and enjoy this fundamentd truth of the Chridtian life?

When are you most tempted to forget thistruth?

29:17-24 Theseverses arevintage Isaiah. Notice another use of the phrase In that day
(vs. 18). Isaiah looks forward to both the restoration of the world and to the restoration
of God's people (Jacob in 24:22).

How do we gpply these verses to our own lives? How should these promises of future
restoration hep usin avoiding The Egyptian Temptation?

Because the people succumbed to what we have caled The Egyptian Temptation they
became blind (29:9) and unable to see the glory of God (29:11-12). Noticein verse 18
the spiritua transformation where the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and out of
gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.

Give some examples from you own life of areas where God has led you away from
wickednessinto alife of holiness. Encourage one another with these changes you have
experienced.

Spend time as a homegroup praising and thanking God for his mercy and persstencein
molding and transforming our lives.
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Study Five
The Triumph of God
| saiah 24-27

Erngt Hemingway once said, Life is one damn thing after another. Shakespeare's
Macheth uttered a cry of despair saying, Lifeisataletold by anidiot, full of sound and
fury, signifying nothing.

Are Hemingway and Macbeth right? Is there no grand purpose to history? In the end are
there no winners or losers? Do we live, die and end up in an abyss of nothingness?

The people of Judah asked similar questions as they watched their once secure nation
begin to unrave. Is God there? Will Y ahweh have the last word or is Judah on a merry-
go-round of meaningless cycles of repetition and decling?

The Heidelberg Catechism (1576) condsts of a series of questions and answers which
were intended to teach the Christian faith to children and new believers. The 27"
guestion concerns the providence of God, or, as we might paraphrase, the significance of
higory.

What do you understand by the providence of God?

The amighty and everywhere present power of God; whereby, asit were, by his
hand, he upholds and governs heaven and earth, and dl creatures; so that herbs
and grass, rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, meat and drink, headlth and
sckness, riches and poverty, yeadl things come to us not by chance, but by his
fatherly hand.

The answer of the Heidelberg Catechism isthe burden of Isaiah 24-27. Here the prophet
laborsto show God isin contral. Y ahweh will reign in his judgment. His people will be
secure on Mt. Zion.!  These chapters form a unit and are afitting dimax of chapters
13—27 which labor to show Y ahweh's supremacy over al the nations. Ultimately they
point to the triumph of God over everything.?

Obvioudly we cannot study in detail all thet is found in thisunit.> But what cannot be
studied in detail can be read and enjoyed. Read these chapters keeping in mind ther

1Zion probably meansstronghold in Hebrew. The word occurs 150 timesin the OT and is usually
synonymous with Jerusalem. Theterm is often used to point to the heavenly city of God, or the new
Jerusalem (see Heb. 12:22; Revelation 14:1; Psaim 132:13-14).

2 The similarities of these chapters with the book of Revelation are apparent. Many have called chapters
24—27 |saiah’s Apocalypse. Webb writes, Admittedly there are great differences of style, but the basic
vision is the same, as well as many of the images: the two cities, the eschatol ogical banquet, the song of the
redeemed, etc. (Webb, p. 105)

3 This study will concentrate on chapters 24—25. When we come back to |saiah next year we will
concentrate on chapters 26—27.
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unity. Look a the following chart asyou read.! Make afew notesasyou read. Be
prepared to share your gleanings from these chapters with your homegroup. Look for the

following themes

God and his sovereignty:

God' sjudgment:

God' s restoration and grace:

The Lord' s harvest from a
destroyed world: 24:1-13
Destruction vss. 1-12

Gleaningsvs. 13

The New Jerusalem:
25.6-12
The song of the ruined city: The song of the strong city:
25:1-5 <2 26:1-6
The waiting world: 24:21-23 The waiting people of God
< > 26.7-21
The gnful world overthrown: The spiritud forces of evil
24:16b-20 overthrown: 27:1
The song of the world The song of the remnant of the
remnant: 24:14-16a ~ -~ | people: 27:2-6

The Lord’ s harvest from a
destroyed people: 22:6-13

! Based on Motyer, p. 194-195.

Destruction vss. 7-11
Gleaningsvss. 12-13
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Look over these chapters one moretime. Notice the repetition of the phrase In that day
(see pp. 24-25) in these chapters. Clearly Isaiah has the end of higtory in mind. What
happenson that day? Makealist.

> 2421

» 259

> 261

» 271

> 272

> 2712

> 27:13

Notes & Questions:

24:1-23 What key words and images does | saiah use to describe God' s judgment?
24:1 readsin the NRSV, Now the LORD is about to lay waste the earth and make it
desolate. God will judge and his judgment could happen at any moment.

Respond to the comment on this verse by J. N. Oswalt:

Only a God whose control of history is so complete that he could bring it to a
close a any moment is worth worshipping.t

24:5-6 isthe equivdent of Romans 3:23. What is the fundamenta reason for the
judgment of God? How do these verses protect the fairness and justice of God in his
judgment?

! From The Book of Isaiah: Chapters 1-—39, (Eerdmans, 1986), p. 444.
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24:7-13 What are the images (word pictures) of judgment can you find in these verses
(you should be able to find &t least three or four)? What do these images convey?

2423 What isthe result of God's judgment? Compare trandations.

25:1-12 Isthere amore beautiful collection of versesin al of Scripture? Reed this
chapter doud in your homegroup. What thoughts and emotions does it provoke?

If Isaiah 25 was the only
chapter of the Bible you had
in your possession, how
could you useittolead a
friend to Christ?

25:1-5 has been cdled The Song of the Ruined City. Why does Isaiah praise God in
these verses? Ligt the reasons. How should these verses inform our praise?
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25:6 Whoisinvited to the feast? Notice this same teaching in 27:12-13. Where does the
feast take place? What is provided for the guests?

25:9-12 Ultimately Isaiah 25 leads usto celebrate God and hisgrace. At the end of
history they will say, Surely thisis our God! The words they will say aresngular in
Hebrew and could be trandated, Each will say because it leads to the plura testimony of
verse 9.

Look at what's happened! Thisis our God!
We waited for him and he showed up and saved ud
This God, the one we waited for
Let's celebrate, Sng thejoys of his salvetion.
God's hand rests on this mountain!
Isaiah 25:9 (The Message)

Motyer is exuberant:

They are (at last!) face to face with God in Zion (Ps. 84:7). In wonderment they
say to each other, ‘surely/ ‘look’ thisisour God. . . Thisisthe LORD [Yahweh]!’
Subjective experience, our God, joins hands with objective redity, thisis the
LorD. Thework of sdvationisal his no human action, co-operative or
contributory, was needed, only waiting . . . for what the Lord would do and
rgoicing init when hedidit. (Motyer, p. 210)

The church of the twenty-first century is quite squeamish about the very notion of God's
wrath. Preachers are uncomfortable preaching about hell. We like to quote John 10:10
and shy away from the teaching of Jesusin John 3:36. (Yes, it would be agood ideato
look up those verses.)
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Respond to the following quotation by Barry Webb.

In the end there will be agrest gulf fixed between those who are at the feast and
those who are nat. It will not suffice to have belonged to a group close to the
kingdom, to have stood on its very threshold, or to have known some who
entered. Either repentance will bring you to the feast or pride will keep you away,
and the consequences will be unsullied joy or ungpeakably terrible judgment. The
aternatives which the gospd sets before us are as stark asthat. (Webb, pp. 109-
110)

Considering the progression of chapters 24 and 25, from God's judgement to God's
retoration, is there anything in the habits of your life you want to modify or change? If
30, how will you make this change?

Spend time as a homegroup praying for the continued growth of each person’'s
comprehensve commitment to our sovereign God.
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Study Six
My Chosen Servant
| saiah 42:1-25

What should be very clear by now isthe
fact that Judah needed help. The
Assyrians threatened to destroy Jerusalem
and, according to the prophet Isaiah, the
Babylonians were going to do soin the
future. Throughout Isaiah’s prophecy, a
servant is mentioned who enjoysthe
Lord' s favor and will be used by God to
deliver his people.

Who isthis servant? Aswe should
suspect by now, the servant’s
identification is not as smple as we would
like. The servant isidentified
dterndively aslsaiah, Eliskim and asthe
fathful remnant of Isradl. But eventudly
the servant is seen to be the coming
Messiah.

20:3 identifies
|saah asthe
servant.

22:20 sees Eliakim,
Hezekiah's chief seward

as the servant.

41:8-9 understands the
people of Israel to be
the servant.

Grogan explains.

v

42:1-9 introduces a
coming messanic servant
who will fulfill God'splan
of redeeming Isradl and

the nations.

It seems therefore that we have here akind of pyramid pattern . . . inthe
presentation of the servant. The servant isfirg of al, outside the songs, |srad!;
then heisthe remnant, the spiritua heart of Isragl; then he is an unique person,
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suffering unjudtly a the hands of snners and yet in fulfillment of the divine
purpose of atonement. (Grogan, p. 18)*

This multi-identification of the servant even takes place within Isaiah 42.

42:10-17 Thecdl to

praisethe Lord for his
/ v \

42:1-9 ThelLord's 42:18-25 lsradl asthe
promised servant deaf and blind
Messiah (unrepentant) servant

Read Isaiah 42 with the above three-part outlinein mind. What initia thoughts do you
have as you read?

! To make matters even more interesting, Acts 13:47 seems to apply |saiah 49:6, a servant passage, to Paul
and Silas! Then Acts 26:23 applies this same verse to Jesus.
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Notes and Questions:

42:1-9 isthefirg of four servant songs which celebrate the person and work of the one
coming to save |sradl. Motyer shows the parallelsin these four songs® Read these
songs. Make aligt of the character qudities, persond characteristics and activities of the

coming servant.
The Servant
42:1-4 49:1-6 50:4-9 52:13—53:12
Biography Autaobiography Autobiography Biography
The Servant’ stask The Servant’ s task The Servant’s The Servant's
commitment completion of his
task
Heisendowed with | Heisendowed with | Heisendowed with
the Spirit and the theword theword
word
He experiences He experiences He experiences
despondency uffering Uffering
Talpiece Tailpiece Tailpiece Tailpiece
(42:5-9) (49:7-13) (50:10-11) (54:1—55:13)
Character Qualities Personal Characteristics Activities

Notice how the New Testament writers use these servant songs with regard to Jesus.

> Matthew 8:17

» Mathew 12:17-21

> John 12:38

> Acts830-35

! Motyer, p. 15

STUDIESIN | SAIAH PAGE43



MY CHOSEN SERVANT

The servant song is a definitive contrast from the idol-gods of chapter 41. The NIV
obscures the contrast. Notice the repetition of the word behold.

Isa. 41:24 Behold, you are of no account, And your work amounts to nothing;
He who chooses you is an aomination.

Isa. 41:29 Behold, dl of them arefdse Their works are worthless, Their molten
images are wind and emptiness.

Isa 42:1 Behold, My Servant, whom | uphold; My chosen one {in whom} My
soul ddlights. | have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the
nations.

Motyer explans.

‘Look at theidol-gods (24); Look at the idolaters (29); and now ‘Look at my
savant’ (42:1). The servant steps onto the stage specificdly to perform aworld-
wide task of revelation, the Lord's remedy for the emptiness, and particularly the
absence of asureword of God (41:28), which marks the Gentile world. (Motyer,
p. 318)

42:1-4 What isthe key word in these verses? (Hint: it occurs three times.)

42:2-4 Makealig of the things the servant will not do. In the Hebrew text this negative
occurs seven times. Why would Isaiah write his song in this way?

42:6-7 Compare these verses with Jesus answer to John the Baptist in Matthew 11:1-6.
What is behind John's question? What is the point of Jesus answer? How doesthis
interchange help us understand the meaning of Isaiah 42? How does Jesus answer
inform us of his undersanding of himsdf?

42:10-12 calsthe whole world to sing to God! What follows (vss. 13-17) are the under-
girding reasons for this jubilation.
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42:10 speaks of you islands. We read thisand say, Huh? But in the Jewish mind the
term was virtudly synonymous with Gentiles, or nations. See especidly Isaiah 11:11.
The point is, when the servant comes God' s blessing will extend to the whole world!*

42:13-14 |saiah usestwo startling images of God in these verses. Whet are they and
what do they teach us about God? How do these images of God inform your daily
surrender to God?

42:18-25 should shock the reader. We have seen the servant as the one who will be a
covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open the eyes that are blind (42:6-
7). Now lsrad is the servant who is blind!

Congder these verses. Why is|sradl respongble for her own blindness? See 42:21.

42:23 Notice the severe providence of God in thisverse. The surrounding nations which
have beseged Israd and Judah are under God' s authority. What does this verse teach
you about your own tridsin life? Compare Deuteronomy 8:5 and Deuteronomy 12:10-
12.

42:24b What does this verse teach us about sn and disobedience?

Isaiah 42 is both comforting and chalenging. The comfort of the servant songs lead to
exuberant praise (vss. 10-17) and then to afina chalenge (vss. 18-25). Whilethe
chapter ends on avery dark point, Isaiah quickly assures his readers of God' s abiding
commitment to them and moves on to discuss Judah's future deliverance.

! Motyer writes, The word [islands] occurs thirty-eight times in the Old Testament, of which seventeen are
inIsaiah. Inchapters40-55itisfound ninetimesand isvirtually a technical term for the Gentile world.
(Motyer, p. 126)
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What are the areas of blindness and deafnessin your life (you may ask for help from your
SpouSse or roommate).

Pray for one another to the end that the Holy Spirit would soften our hearts and make us
eager to surrender every area of our lives to the sovereign God of the universe!

Sermon Notes. . .
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Study Seven
The Prayer of Hezekiah
| saiah 36—37

There aretimesin each of our liveswhen
we are sorely tested. When every prop
around us seemsto be giving way, when
every support system seemsto have
faled. There are seasons and placesin
one' s journey where the Stuation appears
to be hopeless, where no conceivable
drategy is plausible, where every
proposed solution is unredidic.

King Hezekiah faced two such crises
toward the end of hislife which are
recorded in Isaiah 36—39. Inthefirg two
of these chapters the long march of the
Assyrians gppears to be coming to its
climax. Jerusdem is surrounded, wesk
and ready for surrender.’

Aswe learned in our introduction, the book of Isaiah falsinto two parts. Chapters 36—
39 are apivot on which Isaiah’s prophecy turns. They are an abrupt trangtion in the
book. We move from the glory of the coming kingdom (35:1-10) to the imminent doom
of the present kingdom. These chapters sound asif they are from one of the books of
Kings or Chronicles. Before reading any further, consider the structure of Isaiah as
outlined on page 7.

Chapters 36—37 show Judah, Jerusalem and specificaly King Hezekiah at the moment
of testing. The armies of Sennacherib have made their advance toward the City of David,
Jerusalem (see the map below). When we read in 36:1 that Sennacherib king of Assyria
attacked all the fortified cities of Judah we are reading of the near collapse of Judah!
This Assyrian king cdlamed to have conquered forty-9x of Judah’s strong cities, walled
forts, and. . . the countless small villagesin their vicinity. He aso clamed to have
Hezekiah locked in like a bird in a cage.? The account in Isaiah skips over some of the
desperate measures taken by Hezekiah to protect Judah’s autonomy from Assyria. In 2
Kings 18:13-16 we read of Hezekiah paying tribute to Sennacherib in order to keep him
at bay. He actudly took the gold from the temple doors and gave it to thisforeign
monarch.

In the midst of this precarious Stuetion, afind decison needsto be made. Will the
feeble city of Jerusdlem compromise her faith in Y ahweh and capitulate to the Assyrians?

1 In chapters 38—39 King Hezekiah' s very lifeis at stake. Wewill study these chapters next year.
2 cited in Webb, p. 148.
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Or will Hezekiah trust God to ddiver him, againgt al odds? The key question is put to
Hezekiah, and to us, by the field commander in 37:5, On whom are you depending?

Contained in these chaptersis some of the high drama of Isragl’ s history. Here we see
the most powerful king on earth stand toe to toe with the Davidic king.

.. .[the] sceneis set for akey demongration that the Lord rules the world, that he
is steedfast in keegping his promises and that it is his purposes which are

soveraignly accomplished. (Motyer, p. 276)*

Movement of Assyrian Army

The Mediterranean Sea
Assyrian Coastal
Force
Eltekeh /
Cities of Judah
Lachish -

Assyrian Highland

Force

Bethel

)

)))

Jerusalem
(@)

Read Isaiah 36:1-22. Therearealot of funny sounding namesin this chapter. Don't let
this detract you from the drama of the story. On your firs reading make alist of the

fallowing:

! Motyer continues, In chapters 6—12 | saiah contended that divine grace would triumph in the coming of
the divine Davidic king to the throne, not only of Judah but of the whole world. Chapters 13—27 explored
thisworld panorama further, envisaging one Lord reigning as the one king over one world. Egypt and

Assyriain particular were used (19: 23ff.; 27:13) to typify the incoming of the nations into the single people

of the Lord. (Motyer, p. 276)
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36:1 When doesthis take place?
36:2 Where does the mesting take place?

36:3-4 Who is present when Sennacherib’ s letter is read?

v V V VY

36:11-20 What isthe strategy of the fidld commander when heindgstson
gpeaking in Hebrew? (Note, Aramaic was the language of diplomats and
would not have been understood by common workers.)

36:4-10 Read the message of the Assyrian fiedd commander carefully. Webb cdlsthis
speech a classic study in the Satanic art of sowing doubt and unbelief through subtly
twisting the truth. (Webb, p. 148) Sennacherib uses no fewer than four separate
arguments to coerce Judah into peaceful submisson. Look for the following:

1. Egypt won't protect you.

2. Hezekiah has reduced the places where you can worship your God, so surely
He won' t protect you.

3. Even if we Assyrians supplied you with horses, you wouldn’t have the army to
ride them.

4. Your God told me to attack you!

Wheét istrue in this speech? What isfase?

Think of atime in your life when a Situation appeared to be hopeless (perhaps that time is
right now). What kinds of questions or doubts were raised during that time? How were
these doubts and thoughts pardld to the deceptive arguments Sennacherib posed to
Hezekiah?
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36:12-20 Note the further monologue of the field commander to the people of Jerusalem.
The images are graphic (see 36:12). What, specificdly, are his arguments? What is he

trying to do with this speech?

Wheét is the peopl€e' s response to the field commander’ s message and arguments? Whet is
the lesson for usin their response?

37:1-20 contains Hezekiah' s reaction to Sennacherib’ s threats. Jot down some noteson
the progression of eventsin these verses.

» What is Hezekiah' s first response to the threat (37:1)?

» Consider 37:8-9. Why does this news add urgency to the drama?
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37:14-20 Read and ponder the prayer of Hezekiah. Note the parallelsto the Lord's

Prayer in Mathew 6:9-13. Write an outline of the prayer.

What isthere in your life today that needs to be laid before the Lord in prayer?

In the midst of insurmountable adversty Hezekiah places histrust in God. Webb writes,

What a magnificent prayer! And how fegble it makes our own prayers by

comparison! It begins and ends with God, and its overriding concern is that God

might be glorified in the Stuation. . . . Hezekiah's prayer is so magnificent
because it arises from a deep and true understanding of who God is, and is

fundamentaly an act of worship. Such praying lifts people out of themselves and
into the presence of God. And in that context, present problems are not lost sight
of; they are just seen from a new perspective, and the cry for deliverance becomes

acry that God's kingdom may come and his will be done. (Webb, p. 20)

What circumstances, events or seasonsin your life have led you to pray in thisway?

37:21-38 contain God' s response to Hezekiah's prayer. Notice the words of verse 21,
Because you have prayed. . .

What happens because Hezekiah prayed? Consder the following outline:

/'

The sign for Hezekiah
(37:30-32)

.

Thejudgment of
Sennacherib (37:22-29)

The judgment of
Sennacherib (37:33-35)

STUDIESIN | SAIAH

PAGES1



THE PRAYER OF HEZEKIAH

37:36-37 What Old Testament story does this event bring to mind? What are the
parallds between the two events?

How does Sennacherib meet his demise?

37:32 One commentator calls this verse the most important verse of the chapter. Why
would this be the case?

37:35 What isthe purpose of God's ddliverance?

Isaiah 37 demongtrates an awe ingpiring thought. History can be turned by prayer.
Motyer writes,

Wheat neither armaments (36:9) nor diplomacy (30:1-2) nor money (2 Ki. 18:13-
14) could achieve, prayer hasdone. (Motyer, p. 282)

But notice 37:26. God planned thislong ago. Somehow, mysterioudly to our minds, God
responds to the prayers of Hezekiah which are according to his foreordained purposes!
Praise and prayer should be our response!
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Study Eight
Immanuel: A Sign For Ahaz
|saiah 7:1-25

Trgectory. Do you know the word? One dictionary defines trgjectory with the
fallowing:

1. The curve that a body (as a planet or comet in its orbit or a rocket) describesin
gpace. 2. A path, progression, or line of development resembling a physical
trajectory.

Each of our livesis on atrgectory toward or away from God. We are either growing
closer to God, in reverence and holiness, or we are not. C.S. Lewis spoke of thisin Mere

Chridianity.

The world does not consist of 100 per cent Christians and 100 per cent non
Chrigians. There are people (agreat many of them) who are dowly ceasing to be
Chrigtians but il cal themselves by that name: some of them are clergymen.
There are other people who are dowly becoming Chrigtians though they do not
yet cal themsaves 0.

Asweread Isaah wefind a
nation and, more particularly,
aking, on atrgectory of
destruction.

Ahaz was twenty

years old when he

became king, and he

reigned in Jerusdem

gxteen years. Unlike

David hisfather, he

did not do what was

right in the eyes of the

LORD hisGod. He

walked in the ways of

the kings of Israel and

even sacrificed his son in thefire, following the detestable ways of the nations the

LORD had driven out before the Isradlites.  He offered sacrifices and burned

incense at the high places, on the hilltops and under every spreading tree.
2Kings 16:2-4

How does a king become corrupt? The veins of King Ahaz flowed with good blood. His
father, grandfather and great- grandfather were among the best of Isragl’ s kings (see chart

1 Book Four, chapter 10, paragraph 4.
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on page 3). Y thisking squanders his family heritage by making compromise after
compromisein hislife asamonarch. Hisreign was disastrous for Judah at every level—
militarily, spiritudly, economicaly and diplomaticaly. By the end of hisreign King

Ahaz brought into Judah the most vile of practices, the worship of heavenly bodies,
witchcraft, necromancy (communicating, in theory, with the dead) and child sacrifice.

Before turning to Isaiah 7, read two brief accounts of the life of King Ahaz. Jot down
any thoughts which come to mind.

2Kings 16:1-19 2 Chronicles 28:1-25

Isaiah 7 takes place early in thereign of King Ahaz. This chapter tells the same story

found in 2 Chronicles 28, from adightly different perspective. Ahaz isfaced, or so he
thinks, with two bad options. He can submit to the northern kingdom of Isradl which has
made an aliance with Syria (Damascus) againgt Assyria. Aswe read chapter 7 King

Rezin of Aram (Damascus) and Pekah, king of Israel are marching on Jerusdem. Their
desireisto overthrow Ahaz and ingtal a puppet king who is the son of Tabeel.> A second
option for King Ahaz is to submit to the Assyrians themselves and hope for protection
againg the Israd- Syrian dliance. At the time of this crisis the Assyrian warrior Tiglath
Fileser 111 is preparing to march from the northeast on the kings of the area shown on the
map below.

! What? Havey(
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Sea of Galilee

The Dead Sea

With this background in mind read Isaiah 7. Asyou read, remember that Ephraimis
another namefor Isradl.

Keep the following outline in mind as you read:
1. The dilemmaof King Ahaz (vss. 1-12).
2. Thesgn of Immanud (vss. 13-16).

3. The coming judgment of God (vss. 17-25).

The name of 1saiah means, a remnant will return. How does this namefit into the
chapter?

7:7-9 What are the specific components of Isaiah’s prophecy? Makealig. (Seep. 4 of
the Introduction if you need help understanding 7:8.)
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7:7 lsaiah could not be more specific with Ahaz. It will not take place, it will not
happen. What does Ahaz do with this prophecy? See 7:10-13.

7:9 Ahaz thinks he has but two bad options (see above). Notice the black and white
options Isaiah paints with regard to faithfulness or non-faithfulness. What lesson do we
find in this verse for our lives as disciples?

7:13-16 are well known versesto readers of the New Testament.  7:14 is as problematic
asit iswonder-provoking. Matthew gppliesit to the birth of Jesus.

All thistook place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will cal him
Immeanud” —which means, “God with us”

Matthew 1:22-23

But how would these verses have been understood in Isaiah’ stime?

At the outset, notice that verse 14 isa sign of judgment to Ahaz because of hislack of
faith.

We must ask what |saiah intended this verse was to mean for his origina readers. Who
was the virgin and who was the child in 7:14? Did Isaiah intend only to look hundreds of
years to the future? Or was there an immediate application for King Ahaz and his
contemporaries?

! Aswe might expect, the scholars are rigorously divided. Who isthe mother? Who isthe child?
Viewpoints abound:
1. The mother is the queen and therefore the child isaroyal prince. The future King Hezekiahis
one candidate.
2. The mother is|saiah’ swife and the child is one of her sons.
3. The prophecy refersto mothersin Judah who will produce faithful offspring.
4. The mother isthevirgin M ary and the child is Jesus (see Grogan, pp. 62-63).
Grogan points out that a satisfactory interpretation of this passage must come to terms with the following:
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Webb answers this last question with the following paragreph. Take afew moments and
work through his comments. Be prepared to explain them to onein your homegroup who
doesn’'t understand.

Zion has aready been pictured as awoman (literdly, ‘daughter Zion') in 1:8,
Now, in the crigs of invasion and imminent Sege, sheis depicted as a sexudly
mature woman (literdly, ‘young woman', ‘alma) who has already conceived and
iseven now in the pains of childbirth. The central statement of verse 14 is
literdly: “ The young woman has conceived and isgiving birthtoason .. .” If the
‘young woman' is Zion, then her son isthe faithful remnant who will emerge
from her sufferings® That iswhy he is given the name Immanuel, ‘ God with us'.
God will be with the faithful remnant who gather round Isaiah (cf. 8:16), not with
the unbelieving Ahaz and the rebdlious nation asawhole. Thisisthe implication
of the ominous shift from ‘your God' inverse 11 to my God in verse 13. (Webb,
pp. 62-63)

With the above in mind, read 7:18-25 again. The fulfillment of these verseswas virtudly
immediate. Syriafdl to the Assyriansin 732 B.C., Isradl in 722 B.C., and Judah was
besegedin 701 B.C.

Notice the smilarity of thesign in 7:14 to the sign God gave Moses.

But Moses said to God, “Who am [, that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the
|sraelites out of Egypt?”’

And God said, “1 will be with you And thiswill be the sgn to you that it is| who
have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship
God on this mountain.”

Exodus 3:11-12

Page Kdlley writes,

1. The mother and child must be seen as a sign to Ahaz (or to the whole Davidic dynasty).
2. The answer must explain the meaning of the wordvirgin (NIV) or maiden (RSV) or young
woman (NRSV) and what its significanceisin thisverse. Thereisareason for the variationsin
translations. The Hebrew Bible uses aword which is ambiguous and could refer to either ayoung
woman or to avirgin. When the Bible was translated into Greek, about 250 B.C., amore specific
noun was used which definitely meant virgin. When Matthew quotes the verse herelies on the
Greek translation of the Old Testament.
3. Thetense of the verb which istranslated will beinthe NIV. It could readwill be, Is, or has
been. Grammatically al three are possible.
4. DoesImmanuel mean God iswith us, or God with us? Both are possible.
5. Do curds and honey suggest plenty and security in the promise land (cf. Ex. 3:8, 17; Deut. 6:3;
11:9; 32:13-15), or do they represent the opposite in awell-devel oped agricultural society? Do
they simply designate the normal diet of a recently weaned child? Do they even reflect the
mythological diet of Babylonian gods, so suggesting his divinity? (Grogan, p. 63)

! See Isaiah 66:7-8 where thisis more explicit.
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Thisisthe only promise God ever makesto his servants. They are not promised
success, riches, popularity, or an easy life. The only assurance they haveisthe
assurance that if they are obedient to God' swill they will never walk aone (cf.
Matt 28:19-20). (Keley, p. 33)

Think through the truth of this promisein your life. How have you experienced this
redity?

In what ways is the coming of Jesus the ultimate Sgn of Immanuel, God with us?

King Ahaz became avile king gradudly. He made compromise after compromise and
eventually descended to mord reprobation. He sacrificed his own son to the god Molech.
Thetrgectory of hislifetook him amillion miles from God. All because he faled to trust
inthe sgn of Immanud.

Think of your own life of faith and practice. In what waysis your life based on thissgn?
Do the decisions you make reflect a conviction that, indeed, God is with you? What are
the areas of life where you have difficulty trusting in thisSgn? Spend sometime
together, as agroup, thinking aoud together and praying for one another with regard to
the trgjectory of our lives.
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Study Nine
A ChildisBorn
| saiah 8—9

For to usachild is born, to usa son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And hewill be called Wonderful Counsdor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6

How will this thing turn out? is a question everyone asks from timeto time. Does history
have a purpose? Will God triumph in the end?

Think of Israd’s history. God promised Abraham land, numerous descendents,

prosperity, and the assurance that his family would be a blessing to dl the earth (Genesis

12). After aperiod of endavement, God ddivered Isradl out of bondage—into the desert!
After 40 years of
wandering, the people
findly entered the
promised land and
endure the era of the
judges. Findly, in
desperation and un-faith
they asked for aking. A
king will get us off this
ferriswheel of life.
With a king we will
finally have stability.
But what Israel received
was redly more of the
same. From Saul to
David to Solomon to
civil war and adivided

kingdom, Israel clearly yearned for more.

Isaiah 8:1—9:7 complete the unit begun in chapter 7. Isaiah sands againgt thetide as he
prophecies the downfal of Judah’ sthreet, Isragl and Syria (see the beginning of study 8).
Our text for this study consists of severa oracles or sermonettes, delivered by the
prophet. They show both the coming judgment of God and the emerging hope which
arisesout of that judgment.

Look over these verses with the following outline in mind:*

1% oracle: The name Maher- 81-4
Shad-Hash-Baz

! Based on W]ebb, p. 64.
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Dakness | 2" oracle: A tae of two rivers 85-10 Judgment
3% oracle: The stumbling-stone 811-15
Isaah sfird reflection: 8:16-22
The present darkness
Isaiah’s second reflection: 91
Light The coming dawn Sdvation
4™ oracle: A child is born! 9.2-7

Notes & Questions:
8:1-4 TheFirg Oracle M aher-Shalal-Hash-Baz

Notice the pardlds between this Sgn and the gn of Immanud in chapter 7. While the
sgn to Ahaz was more private, this Sgn isto be tested by the experts. Uriah the priest
and Zechariah are to be witnesses to the sgn. But both signs point to the imminent fal of
Syriaand Israel. The birth of achild is at the center of both signs. Both are addressed to
the people of Judah to provoke faith in the midst of what seemsto be a hopeless stuation.

Ahh, theworld of the prophets. |saiah makes a poster and then makes a baby with his
wife. He then givesthe child a specid name which means, speed-spoil-haste-booty.
Motyer points out, the name isimpressionistic rather than grammatical. . . It isintended
to provoke questions, not to answer them. (Motyer, p. 90) While the specifics of the
name are not clear, it was evident that this child was a sgn of the destruction of Israel

and Syria. And the sgn would be fulfilled within about ayear of the child’ s birth (8:4).

8:5-10 The Second Oracle: A taleof tworivers

Read these verses. Thereis much we might miss as readers who are so far removed from
Isaiah’ stime,

Keep thefollowing in mind:

Jerusalem was awell-fortified city. Its chief problem was its water supply. The
inhabitants of the city relied on the spring Gihon which flowed into Jeruslem on the
stream Shiloah.

Firgt, [Shiloah] stood for the Davidic monarchy (for it was at Gihon that the
monarchy passed from David to his sons; 1 Ki. 1:33-34, 45), and secondly it stood
for Jerusdem asthe city of faith. In 7:3 Ahaz, under threat of invasion and siege,
was looking a his vulnerable water supply. Though Jerusaem occupied one of

the most impregnable sites of the ancient world, its source of water was outside

the city walls and the supply ran overground in conduitsinto the city. To livein
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Jerusdem, therefore, required faith that the Lord would stand by his promises that
this was the city he had chosen and which he would defend.> (Motyer, p. 91)

So, ingead of having faith in God (and in the water he supplies), Isragl chose Rezin (king
of Damascus) and the son of Remaliah who was Pekah, one of the last kings of the
northern territory of Isradl.

Notice the humor of verse 7. You want water? Water you'll get! The mighty flood
waters of the Euphrates will flood both the north and the south (vs. 8). Recall the setting
of this prophecy. King Ahaz has a choiceto make. He can either surrender to Isragl-
Syria, surrender to Assyriaor trust in God. When Assyriawas destroying |sragl-Syriathe
inhabitants of Judah wererelieved. But here Isaiah says, Don’'t be smug. The flood
waterswill overflow into Judah as well.

8:8, 10 Notice the two references to Immanuel inthese verses. What do they sgnify?
How do they tiein with the Sgn of Immanud in 7:14?

8:11-15 The Third Oracle: The ssumbling-stone

8:12-13 How isabeliever to regard the power of nations?

8:13-15 Notice the two-fold reaction to the holiness of God. He can be a sanctuary or a
sumbling stone. God himself is a place of refuge for apeople in turmoil (see Ezekid
11:16). Yet for those who refuse to fear God, he will be astumbling stone, a rock that
makes them fall (8:14).

In what ways have you experienced God as a sanctuary and as a stumbling stone?

8: 13 describes a God- centered worldview. How do the decisons you are making in life
reflect (or not reflect) the worldview presented in this verse?

Read 1 Peter 2:1-8, concentrating on verse 8. Notice the way Peter usesthisverse. Why
do people stumble over the stone? Does this verse help make sense of your experience of
God?

8:18-22 Isaiah’sFirst Reflection: The present darkness

! For more on Jerusalem’ s water supply see Isaiah 22:9-14
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Read this section. Notice the beginning of what is cdled aremnant theology in Isaah.
Isaiah reflects to himself and, possibly to his smal gathering of disciples.

Webb explains.

.. . [SJomething profoundly important has been hgppening in the second half of
this chapter. There has been amarked sharpening of the demarcation between the
faithful and unfaithful within the visble community of God' s people, between

those who respond to the word of God with obedient faith and those who do not,
between the true and the fse. Thiswill happen more and more as the book runs
its course until it becomes amgor strand of its message in the find two sections
(51:12—55:13 and chapters 56-66). This should not surprise us, for the Bible
never confuses formdity with actudity, mere participation in the externaswith

the heart response which aone can make those externas meaningful. (Webb, p.
67)

What about the proverbid fence-sitter in church life. Over the years many have come
and participated in the life of Santa Barbara Community Church and never redly
committed their livesto Christ. How should the church relate to such a person?
Consder the above quotation as you formulate your answer.

Wheat about the unbeliver who attends Santa Barbara Community Church? Many come
to our weekly worship services (and to our homegroups) who do not know and trust
Christ. How can we creste an environment where the unbeliever is both welcomed and
chdlenged? Isthefeel of SBCC in thisregard on target? Are we too easy on the un-
believer? Too hard? Explain.

8:19-22 Notice the darkness of Judah in these verses. What pardlels do you find in our
times?

9:1 Isaiah’s Second Reflection: The coming dawn
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Read this verse with the following map in mind. Find the various places Isaiah mentions.

Galilee of the
Gentiles

NAPHT

/% ZEBULYN

The Way of the Sea

................ // To Assyria

LI

Seaof Galilee

Beyond the Jordan

Now read Matthew 4:12-17. Consder the our map asyou read. The Gospdl of the
Kingdom had its firgt hearing in the northern regions of Isradl!  Jesusiis the fulfillment of

Isaiah’s prophecy. Matthew wants his readers to ponder this greet truth.

9:2-7 The Fourth Oracdle: A child isborn!

Read these wdll-known and awe-inspiring verses. Make aligt of the promises given

when thischild is born.

9:6 Before going on in this study, make alig of the titles which are given to this child.
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Thesetitles are S0 grand that no earthly ruler can be in Isaiah’'s mind. Wonderful
Counselor means literdly, a wonder of a counselor. Mighty God means God of a hero.
Everlasting Father isliterdly father of eternity.

Isaiah hasin mind nothing less than the fulfillment of the visons introduced in 2:2-4 and
4:2-6 (read these). AsWebb points out, In the final analysis the languages of verse 6 can
apply only to one who is God incarnate. (Webb, p. 69)

9:7 Read thisverse carefully. If thiswere the only verse in your possession, what could
you tell someone about the coming kingdom of God?

Look at 9:7 again. What does the believer have to look forward to? Your list should be
fairly comprehensive. Write out severa sentences describing what this child will bring
about. Share these with your group.

Read John 1:9 and Luke 1:32-33. Celebrate as a homegroup the first advent of our
Wonderful Counselor. The endless cycles of the ferris wheel of life have come to an end.
Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. Praise! Yes!
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Study Ten
Stricken by God
| saiah 52:13—53:12

Snisabiblica code-word for crud.
It refersto our falureto atain
perfection. Literdly theword Sin
means, to missthe mark. Itisnot
too much to say that snisthe
fundamenta problem of every thing
and every one. Sin afects our
environment, our politics, our
economics and our socid relaions.
At thetop of the ligt is the truth that
sn dienates each one of usfrom our
creator.

But your iniquities have
separated you from your
God; your sins have hidden
his face from you, so that he
will not heer.

|saiah 59:2

The breach between sinful men and

women and their God is profound.

God's mgjestic holiness coupled

with his divine righteousness make fellowship with sn-infected cregturesimpossible. |If

we find oursdves thinking, Why can’t God simply forgive me the way | forgive my spouse
from time to time? wefail to gppreciate ether the gravity of our own sinfulness or the

purity of God' sbeing. As Carnegie Simpson writes,

[Forgivenessisto man the plainest of duties; to God it is the profoundest of
problems.!

The book of Isaiahis, in thefind analyss, abook about the resolution of this profound
problem. The prophet decriesthe sins of Judah, foretells the Babylonian captivity and
then repeetedly spesks of afuture glory for the faithful people of God. In the second half
of Isaiah, the prophet gives the reader a glimpse of both the goodness and the vastness of
God's coming kingdom.

Along the way we meset a character caled the servant (see study 6, p. 41). This chosen
servant may be identified as Isaiah, Eliakim or even with the faithful remnant of Isradl.

! Cited in John Stott, The Cross of Christ (I\VP: 1986), p. 88.
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But as the prophecy of Isaiah develops, the reader is left with the digtinct notion that the
servant is none other than the Lord’ s messiah.

Who then isthe servant? The Chrigtian, guided by the use made of the Servant
Songsinthe NT (eg., in Matthew 8:17; 12:17-21; John 12:38; Acts 8:30-35¢€t d.),
islikely to immediatdly say, “Jesus.” Certainly thereis not aword of the songs

that cannot be gpplied to him, even when the servant is cdled “Isradl” (49:3); for,
as Matthew clearly saw, Jesus was the perfect expression of what God intended
|sradl to be (cf. Matt 2:15 with Hos 11:1-2). (Grogan, p. 18)

From Isaiah we learn of the broad plans of God for this servant. Through the servant
God will bless the whole world!

And now the LORD says. . . It istoo small a thing for you to be my servant to
restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel | have kept. | will also

make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of
the earth.

|saiah 49:5-6
But how? How can Messiah accomplish such agrand purpose?

Isaiah 52:13—53:12 give usthe answer. Edward J. Y oung cdlsthis a passage of
unspeakable beauty and force.! Barry Webb exclaims, These few chaptersreveal the
riches of God's grace more brilliantly than any other part of the book. They bring usto
the very heart of Isaiah’s gospel .2

Before going on in this study read these 15 verses. Read them dowly. Draw some
preliminary conclusions as you ponder this rich section of Scripture. Seeif you can
ascertain who is the speaker in the various sections of this passage.

! Cited inYoung, vol. 3, p. 334.

2 \Webb, p. 204. These chapters refer to Isaiah 51-55. |saiah 51—52 are pregnant with the expectation of
deliverance from Babylon. If time allows, athorough reading of these five chapterswill be spiritually
exhilarating. Later Webb speaks of this song in particular (52:11—53:12). This fourth Song is the most
elaborate and poignant of themall. Itisthejewel in the crown of Isaiah’s theology, the focal point of his
vision. (Webb, p. 209)
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Old Testament scholar Derek Kidner points out that this poem [song] is unusually
symmetrical. [It] isin five paragraphs of three verses each. (Grogan, p. 300) Consider
the following structure as you read through this beautiful Servant Song one more time.

The Servant’s

The Sarvant's

Exdtation: 52:13-15 <

The Servant's
Regection; 53:1-3

Notes & Questions:

> Exdtation: 53:10-12

The Servant's
<4—>» | Rgection: 53:7-9
The Servant's
Atoning Sacrifice:
534-6

It is probable that 1saiah 53 sounds very familiar even to those who have never read this
book. The reason for thisis that the New Testament quotes these verses often. Consider
thefollowing verses. What insght do they lend to the meaning of our passage?

> Matthew 8:16-17
» John 12:38
> Acts8:30-35

> Romans 15:21

We might see the phrase He was led like a lamb to the slaughter asthe centerpiece of this
song. Theidea, for the Jewish mind, is the subgtitutionary sacrifice of an unblemished

lamb at Passover (Exodus 12). Find seven statements regarding this sacrifice from the
reader’ s viewpoint (53:1-6) and from God' s viewpoint (53:8-12).
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Human Viewpoint Divine Viewpoint
1. vs. 4 hetook our infirmities 1. vs. 8 he was stricken for my people
2. 2.
3. 3.
4 4
5 5
6 6.
7 7.

53:10 isone of the most stunning versesin al the Bible. Here we read Yet it pleased the
LORD to bruise him (KJV). The NASB reads, But the LORD was pleased to crush Him,
putting {Him} to grief. . . The verb to please isthe same Hebrew verb used in Isaiah

1:11.

“The multitude of your sacrifices— what are they to me?’ saysthe LORD. |
have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals
| have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.

In our time we don't sacrifice animasto God on an dtar. What some equivaent

offerings we might make to God which God could view as meaningless due to the
attitude of our hearts?

53:10 speaks of the cross of Christ. What the degth in burnt offerings couldn’t
accomplish (Isaiah 1:11) the cross did accomplish. Notice the force of 53:10. The death
of Jesus was not the result of an accident of history, a misunderstanding by the Jews or
hodtility by the Romans. It wasthe Lord who sent Jesusto the cross. It was the Father
who was pleased to bruise Jesus.
Compare the following verses with this sunning truth.

» Ephesans5:2

» Romans 3:23-26

» John 10:17

> Hebrews2:9
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> Philippians 2:8-9

We learn best by repetition. Look through this section once again and make alist of the
reasons why the Father would be pleased to crush the Son.

52:14 Consder what isbeing said inthisverse. The servant is o disfigured that he
doesn't even gppear to beaman! But out of this disfigurement comes the sprinkling of
many nations (53:15). What isin mind is the purification of the nations.

The purpose of the sprinkling was not decontamination, but to obtain ritud purity;
hence the one doing the sprinkling must himsalf be pure and innocent.* (Y oung,
val. 3, p. 338)

52:1 Thearm of the Lord is synonymous with the power of the Lord. One scholar
paraphrases 53:1b, Where has God’ s power ever been seen—but here??

53:4 speaks of the servant being stricken by God. The verb used here has the same root
as the Hebrew word for lepraosy. The similarity is such that a Jewish tradition arose
holding that the Messiah would be aleper.

Notice the objective and subjective sides of the servant’s suffering in this verse (stricken
by God and afflicted).

Think about these verses. They are highly persond. The Hebrew text literdly reads,
Surely, it was our infirmities he took up, our sorrows he bore. How do they inform your
understanding of the cross? What is your emotiona response to 53:4-6?

! Compare Lev. 14:6-7; 8:11.
2 Clines, 1saiah 53, p. 15, cited in Motyer, p. 427.
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1 Peter 2:21-25 isthe New Testament equivaent of Isaiah 52:13—53:12. Read these
verses. How do they illuminate Isaiah’s prophecy?

Recdl the dua intention for God' s servant (Isaiah 49:6). The gtricken servant suffered at
the hand of God to fulfill these purposes. In subsequent chapters Isaiah will make this
abundantly clear.

... torestore the tribes of Jacob
and bring back those of Israel |
have kept.

I will also make you a light for the
Gentiles, that you may bring my
salvation to the ends of the earth.

e \

Isaiah 54:10 Isaiah 55:3-5

Pray Isaiah 53:4- 6 together as a homegroup. Surely you took our infirmities. . . and
carried our sorrows. . . Allow these versesto take you into atime of both confession and
celebration.
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Study Eleven
My Unfailing L ove
| saiah 54

Think of what it must have
been like to be a God-fearing
Jew inthetime of Isaiah.
You livein Jerusdem, the
City of David. Thiswasthe
place the Lord chose (2
Samud 7:10-11). Though
you know thisto be true, you
are terrified by the presence
of the Assyrianswho are
encamped amere 8 miles
from your home (See
Introduction pp. 4-5). As
you listen to a Street

preacher named Isaiah, you
hear him tel dl who will
listen thet the Assyrians will
not besiege Jerusdem. . . but
the Babylonians will!
Hopeless.

But then Isaiah preaches about God' s Suffering Servant. 'Y ahweh crushed his servart to
accomplish the forgiveness of many (53:10-11).

... [H] e poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
Isa 53:12

The punishment of the Servant brought peace to God' s people (53:5).
Peace (shalom) is perhaps the richest word in the Old Testament. It was the word
the priests used to bless the people in the name of the LORD, and the word the
people themsalves used to greet and bless one another, as Jews il do today.
‘Shdom’ stands for complete wholeness, the sum total of covenant blessing, the
full enjoyment of dl that God has promised. (Webb, p. 214)

Read
» lsaiah 9:6-7

» lIsaiah 26:12
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» lsaah 527
The peopl€’ s deep yearning for peace is accomplished, findly, in the Suffering Servant.

What is the response to this stunning redlity? God's people areto sing (54:1). Eventhe
hills and mountains will Sng asthe trees clap their hands (55:12). Isaiah 54—55 depict
the future, glorious kingdom of God. These chapters paint a picture of what God hasin
store for his people. Because he bore the sin of many (53:12) they will have great peace
(54:13) and will beled forth in peace (55:12).*

Read Isaiah 54 (doud if possible). Take your time with these 17 verses. Jot down any
thoughts or questions you may have on your fird reading. Whét is your favorite versein
this chapter?

Notes & Questions:

Look over this chapter again. Notice how Isaiah structures his prophecy in the context of
prior covenants God made with Isradl .2

54:1-3 The Covenant with Abraham. Consder the symbols Isaiah uses. barren woman,
tent and descendants. Each of these looks back to the covenant God made with Abraham
and to Abraham’ s difficulty in producing children with Sarah (Genesis 11:30; 16:1 etc.).

Wheét is the pardld between Abraham and Sarah's Situation and the predicament of those
to whom Isaiah spoke? Inwhat ways can 54:1-3 lend comfort to your life?

Read Galatians 4:21-27. How does the apostle Paul see the fulfillment of these verses?
How should Paul’ s interpretation of Isaiah 54 inform our understanding of these latter
chapters of Isaiah?

! Note that though these are future promises from Isaiah’s perspective, they are written in the past tense.
Just as in chapter 53 the atoning death of the Servant is already viewed from the divine perspective as
already accomplished, so herein chapters 54 and 55 it is assumed as the basis of a new covenant of peace
which will be the fulfillment of all previous covenants. (Webb, p. 215)

2 A covenant in the Old Testament refersto a contract or an agreement whereby aweaker party (or nation)
would pledge loyalty to astronger party in return for protection. God entersinto several covenants with his
peopl e throughout Old Testament history.
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54:4 What do you think Isaiah has in mind with the phrase You will forget the shame of
your youth and remember no more the reproach of your widowhood? What was the
shame and widowhood of Isradl’ s youth?

54:9-17 look back al the way to the time of Noah (Genesis 6). The covenant God made
with Noah was universd asit involved dl of humanity (Genesis 9:1-17). The work of

the Servant is like the days of Noah. . . (54:9). What isthe specific pardld whichis
being highlighted here?

54:8, 10 use the word lovingkindness (trandated everlasting kindness and everlasting
loveinthe NIV). The Hebrew word ishessed. Thisisthe Old Testament word for grace
(see Deut. 7:9).

54:10 What apromise! God' s unfailing love, his grace, is more unshakable than the
mountains. What are the persond implications of thistruth in your life? How should this
verse affect you?

54:11-17 bring usto the image of the city.

Agan, congder what it must have been like to be dive during the time of Isaiah.
According to his prophecy, Jerusdem will be razed and its inhabitants will be deported.
What, then, will become of this city? How can it be said that Y ahweh isfaithful to his
promisesif this city fals?

J. Alec Motyer says the whole of Isaiah could be called, The book of the city.*
Accordingly we read of both the fall and the restoration of Jerusdem. But itisanew
Jerusdlem which is described.

! |saiah lovesto speak of thecity. He uses the word 31 times. He speaks of
The Davidic city (1:26ff.).
The city as an ideal world-center (2:2-4).
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To be sure, its scope is ‘ Judah and Jerusdlem’ (1:1), but in[Isaiah’s] vison the
fate of Judah is seded in the city, and the restoration of the city isthe restoration
not merely of the people but of the world. (Motyer, p. 16)

Asthe book of Isaiah develops (and throughout the Scriptures) we find Jerusalem
becomes a metaphor for heaven.

Isaiah’s book rests on the contrast between the city humankind builds without
God, which ends in degtruction, and the city of God in dl its eternd glory.
(Motyer, p. 449)

Wheat are the promises for the people of God in this passage? Interpret the images used.
Which do you look forward to the most?

Compare Isaiah 54:11-17 with Reveation 21:9ff. Noatice that in John's revelation the
bride (the church) is the Holy City. How does John's vison compliment Isaiah’s?
Again, what do you look forward to the most?

Barry Webb's summary of verses 54:11-17 serve as afitting conclusion to our study.

What a grand vista opens up before usin verses 11-17 - awhole renewed
universe! And at its center is the city of God, the point where heaven and earth
meet and God is present with his people for ever (11-17). Thiscity isthefind
resting-place of the servants of the LORD, the reward and vindication for al thet
they have suffered because of their faithfulnessto God (17). Subtly, but quite
unmistakably, Isaiah links them to the grestest Servant of dl. Ashewasa

The cleansed city (4:2-6).

Thejoyful city (12:1-6).

The tumultuous city (24:10).

The universal city (25:1-9).

The strong city (26:1ff.).

The redeemed city (35:10).

Thefalen city (47:1).

Theraised city (52:1).

The comforted city (66:1ff.). (see Motyer, p. 449)
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disciple, taught by the LORD (50:4), so arethey (13). They have suffered
afliction (11) ashedid (53:4). And ashewill surdly be vindicated (50:8), so will
they be (17). The*servants of the LORD’ follow in the footsteps of the perfect
Sarvant. They share his sufferings, and will dso share hisglory. They are ‘his
offsoring’, the fruit of his sacrifice (53:10), and the city of God will be their home
for ever. (Webb, p. 216)

Yes!
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Study Twelve
A Shoot and a Root
|saiah 11:1-16

We have spent twelve weeksin Isaiah's
prophecy. We have examined his mgor
themes and tasted the delicacies of his
teaching. Throughout the 66 chapters of
Isaiah’s book we find, again and again, the
cal to repentance, the certainty of judgment
and the promise of hope.

Judah’ s basic problem was Judah. Her kings
cowered in fear in the face of foreign
adversaries and then led their people
accordingly. In turn the peoples hearts were
far from God.

James Newsome writes,

They have dlowed their love of

material wedlth to lead to the

suppression of the rights of the week and the defensdess. 1saiah would have been
aware that the coronation of every Davidic king involved the imperative lad upon
the monarch to protect the interests of the poor and powerless (see Ps. 72:1-4, 12-
14).r The failure of the king and those about him to fulfill this charge was
loathsomein God' s eyes. . . . They dlow the pure worship of God to be
compromised by their awe of magicians and fortune-tellers and by their worship

of fase gods (2:6-8). Thereis drunkenness and debauchery (5:11-12, 22-23), and
the sinfulness of the nation has caused even the proper rituas of worship to be
repugnant to God (1:10-11). (Newsome pp. 63-64)

Isaiah 11:1- 16 looks forward to Messiah' s kingdom. It isa magnificent prophetic oracle
of the hope of Isradl and the world. It follows chapter 10 in which the Assyrian treeis
felled by the axe of divine judgment. From 9:8—10:4 Y ahweh' s judgment is poured out
on Israel and Judah.> While Assyriais feled, never to recover, there will be ashoot
from the stump of Jesse.

1 Webb makes the interesting observation, In a sense every king of Judah, from Saul onwards, had been the
messiah. (Webb, p. 75). Why would he say this? The Hebrew word for messiah meansanointed. Every
king was anointed for his office. The Lord’sanointed is another way of referring to the king (see 1 Samuel
24:10, etc.). The Greek equivalent of messiah or anointed isChrist.

2 10:1-4 shows I srael-Judah oppressing the poor. Our passage shows messiah doing the opposite (11:3-5).
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Read Isaiah 11. Read it doud with your family or with your roommeates. Observe
Isaiah’s poetic genius. How would these words have engendered hope in the people of
Israel? How does this passage offer hope to us as New Testament Chrigtians?

Notes and Questions:
Isaiah uses two, seemingly contradictory, images. a shoot (11:1ff.) and a root (11:10ff.).

The shoot from the stump of Jesse is an offspring of the Davidic royd family.! How
would thistext have been understood by its original readers? The passage was, at one
level fulfilled in the reign of King Hezekiah (see Introduction). But, of course, the
reforms of Hezekiah fdl far short of the promises madein 11:1-10.

The earliest Christians, therefore, realized that only in Jesus Christ could the
sweeping claims of the prophets find their fulfillment. (Newsome, p. 77)

How has Chrigt fulfilled these prophecies? Are these words yet to be redized?

11:1 The stump of Jesse is an accurate metaphor for the condition of Isradl at the time of
the birth of Jesus. The Davidic dynasty had not been on the throne for nearly 600 years
and the nation was under the yoke of Roman rule.

11: 2 spesks of the Spirit of the Lord resting upon this offspring. The new king will
receive the Spirit as David did in 1 Samue 16:13. The Spirit will endow the king with a
number of quaities. Make alist of these qualities. How have these been manifest in the
person of Jesus?

! Jesse was the son of Ruth (a M oabitess) and Boaz. He was from the tribe of Judah and was the father of
David (see Ruth 4:17, 22; 1 Chronicles 2:12; Matthew 1:5-6; L uke 3:32).
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As Chrigtians we have been giventhe Spirit and mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16; 6:19). Ina
sense our lives should be characterized by these same qudities. Take sometimeto
examine your life. Areyou growing in these areas? Be prepared to share with your
homegroup.

11:3a What does it mean that he will delight in the fear of the Lord?

Doyou delight in the fear of the Lord? Compare Isaiah 33:5-6. How can you cultivate a
delight in the fear of the Lord?

11:3b-4 isgood news. Ever ancethefdl of Adam (Genesis 3) the world has been
subjected to the frustrations of sinfulness. The oppression of various groups of peopleis
often the result.

Theword “judgment” has an ominous ring to us, but when used of the
poor, it isamost asynonym for savation. Where thereis corruptionin
the law courts, it isthe poor who long for arighteous judge. (Grogan, p. 88)

Inwhat waysis your life characterized by righteousness and justice? How are the poor
and the oppressed of the world affected by the decisons you make in your life? How
can you grow in this area?

11:5 Righteousness and faithfulness will characterize the rule of the new king. In
Ancient Near Eastern garb the belt or sash was the garment that stabilized the entire
outfit. To“gird your loins’ (KJV) was to get ready for work. The Messiah would be
prepared in character for hiswork of judgment. (Grogan, p. 88)
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11:6-9 Read these verses again. Which of these promises do you look forward to most?

11:10-16 Isaah employsthe wordsin that day over 40 timesin his prophecy. The
phrase signals the reader that 1saiah is gpeaking of Judah’s ultimate hope (see pp. 24-25).
Notice the comprehensive scope of this promise. The Root of Jesseisfor all the peoples,
the nationswill rally to him. . .

Read the following sections of Isaiah. Notice how the themes of these passages are
fulfilled when Messiah comes.

> Ilstah2:2-4
> lsdah4:2-5

» Isdiah 35:10

Surely Isaiah had in mind something bigger than any of his readers could have

comprehended. Thistiny nation nestled in the Middle East becomes an image of God's
blessing poured out on the whole world. It extends from Assyria, from Lower Egypt,

from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath and from the
islands of the sea. (11:11). All the nationswill be there, worshipping, serving, enjoying

and living in the presence of the King of kings.

And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to serve him, to love the name
of the LORD, and to worship him, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it
and who hold fast to my covenant —these | will bring to my holy mountain and
give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be
accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all
nations.

|saiah 56:5-6

Maranathal
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